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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination

Annex 1 - Update on ongoing activities at UN and international level

Human Rights Committee meeting – 23 March 2023
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Updates on CRPD Committee 
New Committee members 

Following the elections to the CRPD Committee in 2022, the Committee welcomed 4 new Committee members: 

· Mr. Muhannad Salah AL-AZZEH (Jordan) 

· Ms. Rehab Mohammed BORESLI (Kuwait) 

· Ms. Laverne JACOBS (Canada) 

· Mr. Alfred Kouadio KOUASSI (Ivory Coast)

Five candidates were re-elected:

· Ms. Amalia GAMIO RIOS (Mexico) 

· Ms. Gertrude OFORIWA FEFOAME (Ghana) 

· Mr. Markus SCHEFER (Switzerland) 

· Ms. Miyeon KIM (South Korea) 

· Ms. Rosemary Kayess (Australia) 
See the full list of CRPD Committee members. The only remaining member from Europe is Markus Schefer. 
General Comment on article 11 

The CRPD Committee is developing a General Comment on persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (article 11 CRPD). It made a call for written submission and organised a Day of General Discussion in March 2023. EDF submitted written input and made a statement during the Day of General Discussion in Geneva. 
Country review in 2023

In March 2023, the CRPD Committee holds its 28th Session and the 17th Pre-Sessional Working Group, with the review of several European States Reports :
· Georgia (concluding observations)

· Lithuania (list of issues) 
The 29th Session and the 18th Pre-Sessional Working Group will take place between August and September, with the review of : 

· Austria (concluding observations) 

· Germany (concluding observations) 

· Finland (list of issues)

· Slovenia (list of issues prior to reporting) 
EDF continues to support its members together with the International Disability Alliance for the review of their countries. EDF also submitted an information note to the CRPD Committee on European issues. 
EU review 

The Committee adopted the List of issues prior to reporting on the EU in April 2022. EDF was active in the process, including by sending an alternative report and participating in private meetings with the Committee and the Rapporteur for the EU. 

The EU has until April 2023 to send its list of reply. After this the Committee will schedule the dialogue with the EU. This will not be before 2024. 

EDF will continue to engage with the Committee, and prepare an updated version of the alternative report, once we have more information on the date of the dialogue. 

Other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee

Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
In February Ana Peláez was elected Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. She is the first woman with disabilities chairing this Committee. 

Between February and March, the CEDAW held its 84th Session and the 86th Pre-Sessional Working Group, reviewing 4 European countries : Georgia (concluding observations), Hungary (concluding observations), Norway (concluding observations) and Slovenia (concluding observations). 
In May, it will hold its 85th session and 87th Pre-sessional working group, with the review of 5 European countries: 

· Germany (concluding observations)

· Iceland (concluding observations)
· Slovakia (concluding observations) 
· Spain (concluding observations) 
· San Marino (list of issues prior to reporting) 
In October, it will hold its 86th session and 88th pre-sessional working group, with the review of 5 European countries: 
· Albania (concluding observations) 

· France (concluding observations) 

· Italy (concluding observations) 

· Ireland (list of issues prior to reporting) 

· Romania (list of issues prior to reporting)
This year the Committee prepares a General Recommendation on “Equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems”. 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

Between February and March 2023 the CESCR Committee reviewed Lithuania and Portugal and adopted list of issues on Croatia and the United-Kingdom. 
Between September and October 2023, the Committee is planning to review the 2 European countries: 

· Armenia (concluding observations) 

· France (concluding observation) 

Information about all CESCR sessions. 
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

Between January and February 2023, the Committee reviewed Azerbaijan, Ireland and Sweden and adopted lists of issues on Andorra, France, the United Kingdom, and list of issues prior to reporting on Spain. 

In May 2023, the CRC Committee will review 10 European countries: 

· Albania (concluding observations) 

· Finland (concluding observations)
· France (concluding observations)
· Türkiye (concluding observations)
· United Kingdom (concluding observations)
· Bulgaria (list of issues)
· Liechtenstein (list of issues)
· Lithuania (list of issues)
· Norway (list of issues prior to reporting)
· Romania (list of issues prior to reporting)
In September 2023, the Committee plans to review 3 European countries: 

· Andorra (concluding observations)
· Bulgaria (concluding observations)
· Liechtenstein (concluding observations)
Information about all CRC Committee sessions. 
Committee Against Torture (CAT)

In April-May 2023, the CAT will review 3 European countries:

· Luxembourg (concluding observations)
· Slovakia (concluding observations)
· Portugal (list of issues prior to reporting)
In July 2023, the CAT plans to review 3 other European countries: 

· Romania (concluding observations)
· Spain (concluding observations)
· Switzerland (concluding observations)
Information about all CAT Committee sessions. 
Human Rights Committee (HRC)
In February and March 2023, the Human Rights Committee adopted list of issues on Serbia. 
In June and July 2023, the Committee will adopt concluding observations on Cyprus and list of issues prior to reporting on Moldova. 

In October and November 2023, the Committee plans to adopt list of issues prior to reporting on San Marino and Slovakia. 
Information about all Human Rights Committee sessions. 
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