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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination
Annex 2 - Update on ongoing activities at European level
Human Rights Committee meeting – 23 March 2023
Document for information 
Legislative work 
EDF is following several important legislative proposals related to equality, access to justice, human rights, for persons with disabilities. They are: 
· Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence 

· Regulation on digitalisation of cross-border judicial cooperation and access to justice 
· Horizontal Equal Treatment Directive 

· Directives on standards for equality bodies 
· Revision of the Victims’ Rights Directive (upcoming) 
· Proposal on the protection of vulnerable adults in cross-border situation, and potential ratification of the 2000 Hague Convention (upcoming) 
Oral information on the status of the negotiation and proposals will be given during the meeting. 
Istanbul Convention on violence against women and domestic violence 
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence better known as the “Istanbul Convention” is an international treaty to help tackle violence against women and girls. It was adopted in 2011 and entered into force in 2014.
Ratification of the Istanbul Convention
8 countries have not ratified the Convention: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Czechia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania and Slovakia. If your country has not ratified the Convention, you can advocate for ratification: download our template letter to send to your government. 
The European Union had signed but not ratified the Convention. However, after years of advocacy the Council of the EU decided to go forward with the ratification. The Council will confirm EU accession after receiving the consent of the European Parliament, in the Justice and Home affairs meeting in Luxembourg on 8-9th of June 2023.
Country review by Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) 
GREVIO is the independent expert body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) by the Parties.

EDF supports members in reporting to GREVIO about implementation of the Istanbul Convention and issues faced by women and girls with disabilities victims of gender-based violence. 

More information: 

· EDF webpage on the Istanbul Convention
· Recording of EDF Webinar on the Istanbul Convention and reporting to GREVIO
Review process 

The review process of the Istanbul Convention is composed of 6 steps: 

· Step 1 - Reporting to GREVIO and information gathering

· Step 2 - Consideration of the state report in the context of an evaluation visit

· Step 3 - Preparing the draft GREVIO report

· Step 4 - Preparing and adopting the GREVIO report

· Step 5 - Publication and dissemination of the GREVIO report

· Step 6 - Follow-up to the GREVIO report

Organisations of persons with disabilities and of women with disabilities can participate in the process, with the support of EDF. Participation is very important to ensure that the issues faced by victims with disabilities are included in the review. 

Upcoming countries for review 

In 2023, the GREVIO will publish the final baseline evaluation reports of the first procedure (2016-2023).  

The evaluated countries will be: 

· September 2023: Greece, Croatia and Luxembourg 
· November 2023: Ireland and North Macedonia 
See provisional timetable.  
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