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Document 1 
EDF Position on institutions and small group homes
Document for information
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to inform the Committee members about work EDF is doing to clarify its positions on certain issues linked to de-institutionalisation. In particular, the new EDF position will clarify where we stand regarding small group homes for persons with disabilities. 
Question to Committee Members
1. Do you have any good examples from your country of support for independent living and inclusion in the community that we can share with the European Commission? 
Why are we doing this now?

The European Commission is developing guidance for the EU Member States on independent living and inclusion in the community. When we met with the Commission to discuss our position with them, they said they wanted from EDF more clarity over what we consider independent living to be, and whether or not we consider small group homes to be institutions or not.

There have also been recent clarifications of where the CRPD Committee and the UN Special Rapporteur stand on the question of institutions and small group homes. We have the new CRPD Guidance on desintitutionalisation including in emergencies and the new report on the Transformation of services for persons with disabilities by the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities.   

Despite the fact there are many differences in how our members approach this topic, we are therefore now taking the step to try to build consensus on this sensitive topic and to have a very clear EDF position. 

What things do we want to clarify in the EDF position paper?

· What our definition of an institution is.

· What kind of support for independent living we want the European Commission to invest in.

· Any examples from our respective countries of investment in independent living that works well.

· Whether there are cases where living together in housing for multiple people can be deemed compliant with the CRPD and, if so, what the criteria are that would make them compliant.

· Whether there are other types of support beyond personal assistance that we want to advocate strongly for. 
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