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Document 3 
High Level meetings with the Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, and the Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms
Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to inform the Committee members about the high level meetings we are having with European Commissioners in the area of social policy, and to get their input for the second meeting on the use of EU funds. 
Question to Committee Members
Are there any points you would like is to raise in the upcoming meeting on the use of EU funds, with Commissioner Ferreira?
Meeting with Commissioner Nicolas Schmit from Luxembourg – March 28
Meeting in Brussels. EDF is represented by Yannis Vardakastanis and Alejandro Moledo, EDF’s Deputy Director and Head of Policy.

Topics to be discussed:
· European Year of Skills – making sure that disability is included in this, including:
· Development of skills for the job market

· Development of digital skills

· Development of skills for outside of work, to facilitate independent living 

· The EU Guidelines on reasonable accommodation as part of the Disability Employment Package to improve labour market outcomes for persons with disabilities. Would like it to reinforce the following:

Meeting with Commissioner Elisa Ferreira from Portugal – April 20 
Meeting in Brussels. EDF is represented by Yannis Vardakastanis and Haydn Hammersley, EDF Social Policy Coordinator.

Topics being discussed:

· Regional development funds for the social inclusion of persons with disabilities

· The spending of European Regional Development Funds on institutional care for persons with disabilities (showing the cases from Poland as an example)

· The EU Guidance on Independent Living and Inclusion in the Community – how this will be used by the National Managing Authorities to prevent investment in institutions 

· Plans for wording in the next regulations of the Multiannual Financial Framework – will the post 2027 Common Provisions Regulation have more explicit wording ruling out use of EU funds in institutions?

· How to ensure that the National Managing Authorities include organisations representing persons with disabilities in the partnership process, as prescribed in Article 8 of the Common Provisions regulation

· Could the Commission foresee, in the next MFF, that the rules in the Common Provisions Regulation be extended to the Instrument for Pre-Accession assistance (IPA III) so that accession countries are also assisted in improving inclusion and accessibility of persons with disabilities?
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