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DOC-AGA-23-05-05
Highlights from the Youth Committee
                                    Document for information
Purpose of this item
To introduce the new EDF youth committee to the AGA delegates. The EDF youth committee representative will present their work.
Questions for the delegates 

· Do you have questions to the youth committee?

Introduction 

Following the last AGA, a call for nominations was made within the EDF membership. 

In 2022, the Executive agreed on the nomination of 9 members of the EDF Youth Committee and 3 observers. The composition of the Youth Committee is the following: 

Members: 

· Charlotte Aelbrecht, nominated by the Belgian Disability Forum
· Alexandre Gomes, nominated by the Conseil Français des Personnes Handicapées pour les affaires Européennes et internationals (CFHE) CFHE. 
· Lydia Vlagsma, Nominated by The Dutch Council of persons with Disabilities and chronical illnesses Ieder in
· Amir Alibabić Slovenian National Disability Council (NSIOS) 
· Ben Rowsome, nominated by Autism-Europe 
· Jonathan Elebjörk Wahlström, nominated by the European Federation of Hard of Hearing (EFHOH) 
· Tamara Byrne, nominated by Inclusion Europe
· Nina Portolan, nominated by the European Network on Independent Living (ENIL) 
· Elias Tebibel nominated by the European Union of the Deaf (EUD) 
More information on the members is available on the webpage of the Youth Committee. 

Observers:

· Eliza Marino, nominated by the Italian Disability Forum 
· Angelina Mortensen, European Council of Autistic People (EUCAP)

· Agnes Kojc, Cerebral Palsy – European Community Association (CP-ECA) 
Candidates who were not selected will be invited to participate to the Committee as observers.

Plans for 2023

1. Participate and helping organising two activities within the European Youth Event 2023 in Strasbourg, France at the European Parliament

2. Have a meeting end of September in Thessaloniki Greece hosted by our member NCDP

3. A training on Youth Rights

4. Participate in the European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities

5. A member of the Youth Committee is part of the Jury that will appoint the upcoming European Youth Capital.

6. Will participate and provide workshop during the European Youth Academy organised by the European Youth Forum, on how to organise accessible Activities for young people.

Highlights and Achievements from 2022
· Published its position on the new Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps. 
· The European Commission published a child Guarantee to which our organisation contributed. 
· Together with the Youth committee we included the youth perspective in the General Comment on Article 27 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, on employment 
· Included the youth perspective in the shadow Report EDF made for the upcoming second review of the EU by the UN Committee on the Disability Rights highlighting the discriminations young people with disabilities are still facing in regards to accessing certain youth programmes such as the Youth Guarantee. 
· Responded a Commission’s Consultation on Volunteering of young people in the EU 
· We contributed to a Resolution of the European Parliament on Employment and Young People 
· Gave feedback via a survey and a Commissions Consultation to prepare the upcoming European Year of Youth 2022 
· EDF via its Youth committee organised and participated in  12 events. Independent Living so basic and yet so impossible a webinar within the European Youth Event, the largest youth gathering organised by the European Parliament,  attended by almost 180 participants with the presence of MEP Katrin Langensiepen and Independent Living within the Fundamental Rights Forum an event with hundred of parallel activities with the presence of Katarina Ivankovic Knezevic Director of DG EMPL Organised the Change Makers Workshop within the 25% Project coordinated by the European Youth Forum, to empower their peers and took the floor in online events organised by our partners or conferences.  
· Since September 2022 EDF has a new Youth Committee for the Period 2022-2026. 
· Published an issue of our newsletter for public, Disability Voice on youth in August 2022 with testimonials on Independent living, tand with expectations on how they see the future EU. 
· Published Messages of the Youth Committee on International Youth Day August 12 and December with the occasion of the European Day of Persons with Disabilities, event that the Youth Committee contributed with a panel on youth a premiere for this event.  
· Our Youth Committee joined in the ever first Youth Global Disability Summit in an 24 hour online event where with International Disability Alliance’s Youth Committee organised the activity for the Europe Mena Region. 
· For the European Year of Youth the Youth Committee was part of the Stakeholder Group set up by the European Commission with several Disability People Organisations, participated in 2 Youth Dialogues with Commissioners organised a very successful event on Mental Health and Social Media for People with Disabilities and participated in the LevelUp the highlight of the European Year of Youth organised by the European Parliament and the European Youth Forum and within the 25th EDF anniversary a dedicated podcast to youth gives you a teaser on what the youth committee is and does..  
· EDF is also present in the Group the European Commission’s working group on the platforms to run the platforms dealing with the Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps, of the Erasmus+ Coalition, the Inclusive Mobility Alliance, Co-Chair of the Constituency of persons with disabilities within the regional civil society engagement mechanism (RCEM) of the Economic Commission for Europe, Representing EDF at the External Advice Mechanism of European Climate Pact, and attended meeting on 16th November We are also part of the Advisory Group developing the training courses for future volunteers in the European Solidarity Corps.  
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