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EDF MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (MCC)  MEETING
Briefing
Venue: Quality Hotel Globe
Address: Arenaslingan 7 12177 Stockholm, Sweden
Room: Neptunus
Thursday, 30th  March 2023 15:00 – 16:30 pm)
1. Opening and welcome
The chair wemcomes all  committee members and opens the meeting.

2. Adoption of the agenda
The chair asks if there are any additional points that the committee members would like to add to the Agenda.

3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2022 in Dublin
The chairs asks if the committee members have any amendments to the minutes of the meeting held on November 18th in Dublin Ireland.

4. Applications for membership:
The EDF secretariat has received 6 complete membership Application that the Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed on March 30 and issued recommendations for each of them. One organisation the National Assembly of Persons with Disability from Ukraine is already associate member so they are requesting to become an observer member and AOPD the Moldavian National Council of Persons with Disabilities is applying for the first time for Observer membership. The four other applications are coming from a European, national, regional and a local organisation.All four organisations are applying for associate membership. The Membership and Credentials committee recommends all six organisations to be accepted for the Membership category they are requesting, as the organisations comply with the criteria set up for the mentioned membership categories and they national councils or European NGOs requested to issue an opinion are supporting the applicant organisations. The six organisations are introduced below.
National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine (DOC-MCC-03-23-01)
For the time being 120 public organizations are the members of NAPD which represent interests of people with disabilities from all regions of Ukraine. NAPD includes DPOs that represent people with different disabilities and health conditions, DPOs of women with disabilities, DPOs run by parents of children with disabilities, and others.

This organisation is already associate member of EDF as at that moment it was not yet confirmed by the EU the Accession process, now that this is clear the organisation wishes to change its membership status to Observer membership what they have already requested.
No National Council was asked recommendation as they are a national Council. Moreover we are working with them and a visit was done to our both Ukrainian member by EDF this beginning of the month.
For more information check the website of NAPD in Ukrainian, the page in the link is in English.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board the National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine (NAPD) as observer member?
Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (AOPD) Moldova (DOC-MCC-03-23-02)
Association Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities is a national network of 55  civil society organizations for and of persons with disabilities that unify their effort to advocates for the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The mission of the organisation is to improving the quality of life of people with disabilities in Moldova by working  with state authorities to create an environment with equal opportunities for people with disabilities to achieve their potential. The organisation represent the diversity of disabilities and a good geographical representation is also visible in the network. 

As we do not have yet a member in Moldova there was no request of recommendation from a National council, but EDF works already with this organisation within the Ukrainian Programme and a healthy relationship is already established. Moreover, our International Cooperation Manager has been to visiting the two Moldavian organisations applying as part of the Ukranian programme and confirms the activity and important role these two organisations play in the disability field in the country. The organisation wishes to become an Observer member.

For more information consult AOPD Moldova website in Romanian.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board the Association Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (AOPD) Moldova as observer member?
Centre for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Moldova (DOC-MCC-03-23-03)
Centre for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is an organization of persons with disabilities from Moldova that was founded by a group of persons with disabilities on 14.07.2006. For more than 18 years, CRPD Moldova aims to bring about positive changes in the lives of people with disabilities and society in the Republic of Moldova, so that together they can enjoy and exercise their rights and freedoms in a fair and respectful manner. 

The vision of the association is included in their commitment to contribute to the creation of an inclusive society in which all men and women, boys and girls with disabilities in the Republic of Moldova, without discrimination, enjoy respect for their human dignity.

The organisation is member of the Moldavian National Council and EDF works with this organisation too in the Ukraine programme. They wish to become associate member.

More information visit the CRPD Moldova website.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board the Centre for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Moldova As associate member
Ålands handikappförbund (DOC-MCC-03-23-04), applying for associate membership
Ålands handikappförbund is a non-profit organization based in the Åland Islands, a Swedish-speaking autonomous region of Finland. The organization aims to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities according to the CRPD in the region.  

Ålands handikappförbund carries out various activities to achieve its goal, such as advocating for accessibility, providing support and information to individuals and families affected by disabilities, and organizing events that promote and informs society about the rights of persons with disabilities. the organization offers services to its 12 member associations, such as office space, a library, bookkeeping services, and receptionist services.

Our Finish National Councils supports this application and the organisation wishes to become an associate member.
For more information visit Ålands handikappförbund website in Swedish.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board Ålands handikappförbund as Associate member?
The European Deaf Students Union (EDSU) (DOC-MCC-03-23-05), applying for associate membership
The European Deaf Students’ Union (EDSU), in short EDSU, is an European non-profit independent organisation with a society where sign language users and deaf people have an equal status and are recognised as full citizens in their own right. Sign language, Deaf culture, and the Deaf community should be fully accepted as being part of our rich European heritage.

The Organisation’s mission is to represent deaf student organisations at European level and to promote, advance, protect rights, and opportunities for deaf students in Europe. Emancipation and equal opportunities are key philosophies in their work towards achieving an equal position in society with recognition of deaf people as full citizens in their right.

The organisation wishes to join as an Associate member at this stage. Our member the European Union of Deaf supports this organisation. 
It is important to mention the organisation is fragile, they do not have many resources and they might have difficulties to pay their membership of even 200€, however  they underline that it is crutial for them to be part of the movement, as deaf students are not receiving enough support they drop off from studies and being part of a strong network would give more courage and the organisation could learn more and become stronger, thought shared by twro representatives during a meeting with EDF. 
For more information consult the European Deaf Students Union website.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board the European Deaf Students Association (EDSU) as associate member
European Institute for Research, Training and Vocational Guidance (IERFOP) from Italy (DOC-MCC-03-23-06) applying for associate membership
I.E.R.F.O.P. Onlus (European Institute for Research, Training and Vocational Guidance) is a nonprofit VET institution founded in 1988, by the will of the main associations representing all the disabilities (blind, deaf, physical disabled etc.).

The Institute has progressively expanded its training and education provision in different areas and for different categories of users, and it is committed to the constant improvement of educational processes. The primary goal of the organisation is the integration and reintegration of disadvantaged groups (mainly disabled people) into the labour market, through guidance and training aimed at facilitating the socio-economic autonomy and integration of disabled people and elderly, by supporting their access to education.

This organisation wishes to join as an associate member. Our Italian National Council does not oppose to this application and EDF has already been present to their events via staff and board members speaking Italian.

For more information consult IERFOP website in Italian.
Question: Do you agree to recommend to the Board the European Institute for Research, Training and Vocational Guidance (IERFOP) from Italy as associate member?
5. Updates on ongoing membership applications

The chair asks LD from the secretariat to explain if there are ongoing applications and what he stand of these application are.
LD explains that Two Spanish organisations have requested to become members and CERMI, our Spanish National Council have rejected this applications. The organisations have been informed of the decision. These are:

· Fundaçion TAS
· Integralia

LD explained further that eight  applications for associate membership are still pending: two organisations from Malta which are interested in associate membership; a youth association of persons with disabilities in France; an Italian foundation; the Gibraltar National Council; and a Hungarian foundation and 2 organisations from the UK the National Council and a Scottish organisation.. 
1. FEDEEH - French Youth Organisation of Persons with Disabilities.

2. Gibraltar Disability Federation. 

3. Equal Partners Foundation from Malta.

4. Malta Trust Foundation.

5. Fight for the Stroke Foundation from Italy.

6. Kéregtest Rendellenesség AgCC Magyarországi Alapítványa - Disorder of the Corpus Callosum from Hungary. 

7. Disability Rights UK

8. Scottish Commission for people with Learning Disabilities
The first 6 organisations are in progress for a while and ther is no no further news from the applicants from Italy, Malta and Gibraltar, while for the French and Hungarian one no decision from National Councils. For the French organisation the National Council is holding a decision as they wish first to have the organisation in their National Council or at least a cooperation, while for the Hungarian there is no reaction from the National Council at all. The two organisations from the UK, the requests came in February and the e-mail exchange is ongoing.
6. Any other business 
The chair asks whether the committee members have any othe business they would like to discuss.

7. Date of next meeting: 31 October 2023 in Spain
The next meeting of the Membership and Credentials Committee will take place on 27 or 28 October 2023 in Mallorca Spain.
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