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DOC-EXEC-23-03-03
Impact of Qatar scandal on NGOs freedoms in Brussels
                                     Document for information
Purpose of this item

To update present the impact of Qatar scandal on NGO freedoms in Brussels and discuss the implications for EDF and the global disability movement. For detailed links to information on the Qatar Scandal, see the Annex. 
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· Do you have comments, questions or suggestions on this topic? 

Background information
The subject of Qatar interfering with EU policy making, with an emphasis on corruption in the European Parliament in Brussels is an ongoing debate and is having repercussions on civil society in Brussels. 

A series of arrests and investigations centered on Qatar influencing EU decisions using bribery. MEPs have been arrested, and are facing criminal charges. Presently MEPs Tarabella (SND group, Belgium), Kalli (SND group, Greece) are detained in Belgium, and others are being charged and investigated. This has led to criticism and scrutiny of the MEPs and the Parliament. Swept up in this, are accusations towards NGOs, incidentally created by former MEPs Fight impunity. This is leading to  increasing pressure on NGOs in Brussels. 

A recent debate in Parliament revealed that certain members of the centre right party EEP are using the scandal to cast doubt on the role of NGOs and make blanket accusations of foreign interference via civil society. Recently Civil Society Europe reported on being called to a focus group digging into foreign funding and interference in civil society. EDF was also contacted for a similar study related to NPO funding and “terrorism financing” . Any funding received by NGOs from outside the European Free Trade Area is being treated as suspicious – the threat extends to all kind of organisations. Reports on the press and from activists indicate the dangers for receiving funding from third-party states outside the EU may lead to curtailing or denial of EU funding, including humanitarian and development funding (as the e-mail we received imply). This is not yet the official position of any EU institution. This extends to even well-established international organisations, such as ITUC (as its former Secretary-General was involved in the scandal). 
This scandal is reinforcing already existing distrust in the NGO sector – European citizens are among the less trusting of NGOS (2023 Edelman Trust Barometer – p. 42)

Why is this important for EDF: 

· Civil society is coming under more scrutiny on its funding. Already EDF has a high level of transparency on its website and we are part of the EU transparency register. EDF has a policy on corporate funding, but none on income in general.  The negative image being portrayed of Brussels NGOs, is decreasing public trust and undermine funding and independence. Our transparency, effectiveness and legitimacy are important to maintain during this time. 

· Already EDF is part of the EU transparency register. In future all NGOs asking for meeting in Brussels may need to do this, and this also includes publishing sources of funding. EDF has already informed IDA about this, because in future IDA may need to publish on the transparency register as they occasional request meetings with EU officials. 

Annexes on the Qatar scandal 
Qatargate: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar_corruption_scandal_at_the_European_Parliament 
On the MEPs accused of criminal acts of accepting bribes, etc: 

https://www.politico.eu/article/qatargate-corruption-scandal-eu-parliament-lifts-andrea-cozzolino-marc-tarabella-immunity/
On NGOs being scapegoats: 
NGOs: Collateral damage from Qatargate? – EURACTIV.com
Press using the Qatar scandal to criticize NGOs

Qatargate and the dubious moral authority of NGOs  | The Spectator
On the NGO involved in the Qatar Scandal- Fight Impunity
https://www.politico.eu/article/inside-fight-impunity-brussels-ngo-qatar-corruption-scandal-european-parliament-panzeri-kaili-giorgi/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/339646/qatargate-a-mysterious-ngo-with-former-european-commissioners-in-the-board 
E-mail we received: “The European Commission has commissioned a study to gain knowledge about the terrorist financing threats and vulnerabilities associated with the non-profit sector (NPO). More precisely, the Directorate General for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union of the European Commission (DG FISMA) has tasked us, ICF, to conduct a Study of the threats and vulnerabilities of the non-profit sector for the purposes of terrorist financing.  
The purpose of this study is to provide evidence and analysis to enable the EU to develop Union-level measures to counter the vulnerabilities of NPOs to abuse for terrorism financing. Among other things, the study seeks to provide an overview of relevant national measures addressing this issue, both legislative and non-legislative. Such a mapping of existing measures will help to identify regulatory cross-border obstacles and overlaps as well as synergies and best practices. 

You can find the accreditation letter attached to this email.”
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