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DOC-EXEC-23-09-02
5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities
                        Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this document is to discuss the organisation and outcomes of the 5th European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities (EPPD) held on May 23rd.
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· What is your overall feedback about the organisation and development of the 5th EPPD?

· Do you have any suggestions for EDF secretariat to be considered in future EPPDs? See below different categories.
· How can EDF and its members further utilise the outcomes and the momentum brought by the EPPD?

Introduction
The 5th EPPD gathered over 700 disability advocates from all across the European Union, the largest conference on disability rights ever organised in an EU institution.
You can find all relevant information in the dedicated page of EDF website, among others: 
· summaries of the whole event, including by session
· press releases and joint statement EDF-European Parliament 
· the full video as it was broadcasted by the Parliament, including with live subtitling and international sign language interpretation, 

· the photo album, 

· the press coverage of the event, and 

· supporting documents (guide of the day and communication package)

· the EDF Manifesto for the 2024 European elections – also translated into a number of European languages.
The following are some of the lessons learned by EDF, as well as follow-up actions.
Political support and impact

The support of the President Metsola was crucial to mobilise resources in the Parliament. This time her cabinet was very much involved and ready to support in the construction of the agenda and reaching out speakers.

The EPPD’s agenda had a strong presence of high-level EU policy-makers, mostly from the Parliament and the European Commission, but also from civil society an the UN.

The EDF Manifesto was adopted and EDF and its members are using it for the EU elections campaign- the timing- having the event one yar before the elections is very useful to feed our EU election campaigning at EU and national level
Follow-up actions:

· Request for a meeting with the President of the European Commission to present her with the proposals agreed at the EPPD. 
· Ask for the support of EP President for the organisation of the 6th EPPD in 2028, one year before the 2029 EU elections. The EPPD is now considered by the EP services as recurrent event.

· Insist further on ensuring the presence of the Council in future EPPDs (e.g. Minister of EU Presidency, President of the European Council)
Agenda
We have received this feedback from participants: 

· Some of the speakers addressed the audience with too much jargon, or technical terminology.

· There may have been too many speakers.

· Plenary debates are the most appreciated- hearing from activists from across the EU learning for next time
· Ensure maximum time for plenary debate 

· Choose speakers who can address the audience in an understandable way
· Do not overcharge the programme with speakers

Delegations

Forming delegations, EDF support, MEPs support, the issue with the European NGOs.

· All EU member states had a delegations. 26 out of 27 were including representatives from our National Councils and most Delegations were coordinated by them. However, the level of actions of national councils is drastically different, with some not making delegations or communicating well with their members on the event. Some members did not manage to form a proper delegation and they came with a very little representativity in comparison to their place on the EU map and chamber of the Parliament.
· The two information sessions organised, were well attended. The Frequently Asked Questions on EDF website were very useful for delegation to prepare themselves for the event.

· Our Process does not ensure full inclusion of European EDF members. Some European NGOs that did not manage to get accepted by our National Councils. They have come as “European Delegations”. Some had difficulties to join a delegations because they see themselves European not a certain nationality and they wished also to have a slot to take the floor on behalf of their members. 
· Some National Councils did not get support from their MEPs despite contacting them ahead enough of the event. For example France for the last 2 EPPDs has been refused or ignored by their MEPs.

· Funding via the visitors programme does not cover th costs adequately. It does not cover full travel or accommodation or sign interpretation. The 3 hours coverage is enough for the meeting with the supporting MEP.
Action points:

· Consider changing how the Delegations are formed. Consider allowing European NGOs to form their delegations and to have allocated speaking time. 
· What kind of plan should we have in place for the National Councils that could have difficulties in forming a delegation ahead of the event? If national councils are not interested or prioritising it, what should EDF action be?  

· What actions do we take for members which have done everything possible, and still have no MEP support? 

· Engagement with the visitors programme and the administration of the Parliament. There are changes which should be made if the EPPD is to be full inclusive. Thes include funding for SL and tactile sign interpreters and increasing the allowance for accommodation.  
Logistics
· Combining the EPPD and the EDF general assembly should be avoided- it created confusion, overload and extra costs and funding overlaps; the EPPD should be a standalone event
· Coordination meetings with the Parliament were very useful. 
· The process of accreditation and collection of signature lists was changed on the same morning of the event by the EPPD organisers, which caused a significant delay in accessing the building. It was finally decided to collect the signatures individually during the afternoon in order to speed the access.
· Regarding the lunch and coffee breaks, we received many complaints related to the quantity, quality and available space, as well as the number of staff during lunch and the timing and long queues. EDF agreed with the Parliament staff that this needs to be improved next time, but considering the external provider has an exclusivity agreement with the Parliament there is not much we can do apart from giving our feedback.
Action Points

· Starting coordination meetings with Parliament earlier; 

· Have The EPPD as a standalone event 
· Ask the European Parliament to make all their accessibility facilities for visitors with disabilities visible on their website and intranet. 
· Make sure that we are on the same page for the process of accreditation and collect of signatures from participants. 
· Give feedback to the Parliament staff organising events regarding the catering issues, which has been done. EDF also had an informal meeting with the catering responsible during the EPPD to give a proper feedback and explain the need of improvements for next event.
Accessibility
· The broadcasting had captioning and international sign. It was available on our website, social media accounts and in the European Parliament’s multimedia centre
· The EP Event App made available by the European Parliament for large scale events allows participants to have all they need for their visit in one place. There were important technical problems before the event and some accessibility issues appeared.

· Induction loops were available but our team did not know how they work and to help those who needed them. EDF sent a list of technical requirements and specifications on what each induction loop user needed 2 weeks in advance of the event, but on the same day neither the Parliament technicians or EDF staff was informed about how to set-up the induction loops. 
· International sign interpreters were requested by the Parliament to work from a cabin situated next to the language interpreters on the upper floor, using cameras, headsets and screens. EDF gave instructions in advance and insisted many times to have them on the floor in front of the participants who needed them, specially those who had to take the floor or coordinate a panel. This became an issue during the event. 

· EDF requested to know the names of the hired sign interpreters in order to coordinate with them and also put them in touch with the participants who need sign interpretation, but it was impossible due to confidentiality. 

Action points

· Follow up with the team on the Accessibility of the EP Event App to ensure it becomes fully accessible. Agreed by the European Parliament technical team.

· Request instructions on how to use the induction loops a test the day before the event with our members who need them and the European Parliament technical team in charge of them. (Involving EFHOH directly in the meeting).
· Insist on having the sign interpreters on the floor, next to the participants who need them and specially for those taking the floor or participating in the panel. Request to know the names of the sign interpreters in advance so EDF can coordinate with them.
Communication

· Press statements: our focus was on the political nature of the event. We had 3 press releases: pre-event, a joint declaration with the President of the European Parliament during the day, and a post-event press release focused on the Manifesto
· Press coverage: We identified at least 13 stories about the event. Due to language barriers, there might be more that we did not identify. Non-written coverage may also have been missed.  2 news reports about the EU Disability Card were also produced during the event. Annex I 
· Social media: We produced a series of visuals for members, which we distributed ahead of the event. We broadcasted the event on our Facebook and LinkedIn channels – with more than 2 500 views - and focused our efforts on Twitter during the day, with live-tweeting and promoting the #DisabilityParliament hashtag. The hashtag was a top 2 trend in Belgium on the 23 May and remained top 5 on the 26 May
· Website: Our main webpage for the event received over 3 500 visits
· Post event: we produced four articles summarising the event: a short summary of the entire day, a summary of the first panel, of the second panel and the third panel. We published our photo gallery shortly after the event. We will publish a highlight video in September/October
Annex I – Press coverage European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities

International Press

· Politico Brussels Playbook: European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities
· AgencEurope : Manifesto to support disability rights for European elections
· Euractiv/EuroEFE: La presidenta de la Eurocámara urge a la Comisión a impulsar la tarjeta europea de la discapacidad
France

· Hospimedia.fr: Le Forum européen des personnes handicapées demande aux politiques des engagements
· Handicap.fr: Handicap : 27 pays, mêmes défis, l’Europe s’en mêle!
Ireland

· Irish Examiner (Ireland): ‘There are so many barriers for disabled women,’ says Waterford campaigner
· RTE radio: European Ombudsman on the state’s failure on disability rights
Italy

· Agensir: Forum europeo della disabilità: Metsola, “un’Europa della speranza e delle opportunità deve essere accessibile a tutti”
Lithuania

· 15min.lt: Briuselyje – išskirtinis dėmesys žmonių su negalia klausimams: kaip turi keistis Europa?
Malta

· Malta Daily: 700 disability advocates call on the EU to ensure “Nothing about them without them”
Spain

· Servimedia: El V Parlamento Europeo de la Discapacidad aprueba por unanimidad el Manifiesto sobre las elecciones europeas 

· Servimedia.es: El subdirector y responsable de Políticas del EDF habla sobre el Parlamento Europeo de las Personas con Discapacidad y su compromiso con el proyecto europeo 

Sweden

· Europaportalen.se: Debatt: EU kan göra mer för personer med funktionsnedsättning
EU Disability Card stories

· Deutsche Welle (Polish): Unijna legitymacja dla osób z niepełnosprawnościami
· Politico Europe: EU’s disability card needs to go beyond good intentions, say activists
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