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DOC-EXEC-23-09-09
European Disability Card
                                          Document for discussion 
Purpose of this item

To discuss the new proposal on the European Disability Card and decide on potential changes and updates to our policy position.
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· What is your feedback about the proposed Disability Card and Parking Card legislation?

· Do you think EDF should amend anything regarding its position?

· What actions do you plan in the coming months? 
· Do you have additional recommendations to the EDF secretariat towards the negotiations?

Introduction 

The Commission published the legislative proposal for the European Disability Card on 6 September. The EDF secretariat has done a first analysis which is presented to the Executive Committee here.
Analysis of the proposal 

First of all, we are very happy that we have the proposal which is in its general form very good. Only very few things that EDF has asked for were not included. Of course it is not perfect and will not solve all the problems of free movement for persons with disabilities. But in the context of what such an instrument like the Disability Card could achieve, it looks promising. Additionally, the European Commission decided to add the European Parking Card to the scope of the proposal. That means we have now 2 Cards for persons with disabilities, even though we mainly advocated only for one!
The strong points of the proposal are:

· Proposal for a Directive (the second strongest type of legislation; has to be transposed into national law) – EDF had asked for binding legislation, and this we achieved. It is not a Regulation, the strongest type of law, but achieving a Directive is also already a good result.
· It does not include a restrictive list of services – but the mutual recognition of disability status in all areas (public and private services), except regarding social protection. This widens the current scope of the pilot project, plus transport and even commercial services.
· The Directive will be complemented by delegated and implementing acts – to be drafted and adopted after the adoption of the legislation – to lay down the characteristics of the card(s).

· It include provisions concerning the Parking Card but the two Cards will remain separate, which was a strong demand from EDF
The weaknesses of the proposal are

· It will not include provisions on the EU Mobility Programmes (e.g. ERASMUS+) and the temporary disability-related social protection of ones’ disability status when moving for work will be included.   It clearly excludes anything related to social security or social protection, as this is regulated under another Directive.
· It leaves the responsibility of awareness raising campaigns, information about the advantages available, and funding the Card up to the Member States. EDF had demanded an EU level centralized database in all EU languages, designated EU funding, and an EU-level awareness raising campaign aimed at citizens and service providers. 

Actions following the publication of the proposal
	6 September
	PUBLICATION OF PROPOSAL
	

	6 September
	Attending Commission press briefing
	Yannis, Nadia, Catherine, André, and Marie attended

	6 September
	EDF Press Conference in the Musical Instrument Museum
	Nadia, André, Marie – photo op for the press of persons with disabilities using their Disability Cards in the museum; afterwards reception and press conference. Ca. 40 people attended including Commissioner Dalli, Belgian Minister for pensions and social security, Karine Lalieux, MEP Kathrin Langensiepen, and several journalists. 

	17 September
	EDF Executive Committee discussion in Riga, Latvia
	Shaping our policy response and potential changes to our position

	19 September
	Info session about the Disability Card for EDF members
	Presenting our in-depth analysis of the proposal to members

	October
	Drafting and publication of EDF proposed amendments to the legislation
	For MEPs and national governments.

	Continuous
	Advocacy towards the European Parliament
	Meetings with Members of the European Parliament, advocacy towards the relevant Committee (to be determined) and the Rapporteur (to be appointed)

	Continuous
	Advocacy towards the Council
	Meeting with Permanent Representations, liaising with the Spanish Presidency and with EDF members in relevant Member States


Next steps in the legislative procedure

At the European Parliament, the next steps include:

· Decision on which Committees of the European Parliament are involved.

· Decision on lead negotiator and shadow negotiators for the Parliament.

· Drafting of a report that will represent the Parliament’s demands – Before this step, opinions from other Committees will be prepared and voted on.

· Vote on the report at the Committee.

· Submission to the entire Plenary – at this stage, other Members of the Parliament not directly involved can submit amendments.

· Vote by the Plenary of the Parliament on the report and amendments. Then, the report will become the European Parliament’s negotiation position.

At the Council of the EU, the steps are the following:

· Establish which configuration is responsible.

· Technical and political meetings, led by the Presidency of the Council of the EU, to establish the Council’s position.

· Adoption of the position

Negotiations

When the positions are established, which can take months or years, negotiations on the final text (called trilogues) will begin. The lead negotiator of the European Parliament and the lead negotiator of the Council of the EU, assisted by the European Commission, will negotiate a compromise text.
Final approvals and adoption

When a compromise is found, the Council of the EU and the European Parliament will vote to approve the final text.

The text will then be published in the Official Journal of the EU and become law – a Directive.

Documents and press review
· Press release from the European Commission on the European Disability Card
· Proposal for an European Disability Card
· Proposal for an European Disability Card (Easy-to-Read version)
· European Disability Forum – European Disability Card campaign page 

· European Commission – Report on public consultations
Our efforts in the news

· Politico Europe: EU’s disability card needs to go beyond good intentions, say activists
· Politico Europe Living Cities: Disability Card Update
· Euronews: European Commission unveils plans for EU-wide disability card
· DeutscheWelle: Unijna karta osoby z niepełnosprawnością ułatwi podróżen
· Euroefe: Bruselas propone una tarjeta europea para personas con discapacidad
· AgencEurope (paywall): European Commission proposes to create a European Disability Card
· EUObserver (paywall): EU’s new disability card — a hit for trips, ‘insufficient’ for moving
· EUObserver (paywall): Burdens hindering 87m disabled citizens moving within EU
· Politico Europe Morning Mobility (paywall): commission pitches ‘disability card’ to ease travel
· The Europeans (Podcast) : Greece’s elections, whales, and disability rights
Our member' reactions

· Belgian Disability Forum: La proposition de directive EDC est connue
· European Blind Union: Free movement for disabled citizens: the European Commission puts its cards on the table
· EURORDIS: Commission’s Disability Card plans are promising, but implementation will be key
· Österreichischer Behindertenrat: Richtlinienvorschlag für europaweiten Behindertenausweis veröffentlicht
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