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DOC-EXEC-23-09-14    
Update on EDF role in networks
                                     Document for information
Purpose of this item

EDF is involved in a wide range of networks and alliances. This document does not cover all of them but gives focuses on the more important networks and those where EDF executive members play key roles. It also focuses on those where there is news to share of decisions to take. 
Question for the executive committee

· Are there other network roles you would like to give feedback on? 

European Women’s Lobby
Pirkko will give a verbal update; she was elected to the Board in June 2023 for a mandate of 2 years.
International Disability Alliance 
Klaus is EDFs representative on the Board of IDA; Yannis is its president. They will both give a verbal update on developments in IDA. From the EDF secretariat: 

· There is regular cooperation on human rights and international cooperation issues

· One project was submitted jointly from IDA and EDF 

Social Platform 
Catherine completed her full 3 terms of 2 years mandate as Vice President of Social Platform. She will briefly update on achievements and advice for the future.

Accessibility Act standards committees
The following are the European Standards (EN) to be developed and harmonised for the European Accessibility Act, and the responsible(s) technical committees of the European standardisation bodies involved. 
The European Standards Bodies are CEN responsible for general standardisation, Cenelec (CLC) responsible for electrotechnical standards, and ETSI, the standards body of ICT standards.

1. Revision and harmonisation EN 301 549 Accessibility requirements for ICT products and services -CEN-CLC-ETSI Joint Technical Body eAccessibility and ETSI TC Human Factors (by 15 September 2025).
Responsible EDF staff: Alejandro and Daniel.
EDF expert: Gregg Vanderheiden.
2. Harmonised standard for the accessibility and interoperability of emergency communications and for the answering of emergency communications by the public safety answering point (PSAPs) (including to the single European Emergency number 112) -ETSI TC EMTEL (by 15 January 2027)
Responsible staff: Daniel and Alejandro.
No EDF expert found – but ally partner organisation EENA (European Emergency Number Association) is leading on this standard.
3. Revision and harmonisation EN 17210 Accessibility and usability of the built environment - Functional requirements -CEN-CLC JTC 11 Access to the Built Environment (by 15 September 2025)
Responsible EDF staff: Marie and Daniel.
EDF expert: Isabella Steffan.

4. Revision and harmonisation EN 17161:2019 Design for All - Accessibility following a Design for All approach in products, goods and services - Extending the range of users -CEN-CLC JTC 12 Design for All (by 15 September 2025)
EDF staff: Roberta and Alejandro
No EDF expert – no funding available.

5. Harmonised standard(s) setting up requirements on the accessibility of non-digital information related to products -CEN-CLC JTC 12 Design for All (by 15 March 2026)
EDF staff: Roberta and Alejandro.
No EDF expert – no funding available.

6. Harmonised standard for the accessibility of support services related to products and services (help desks, call centres, technical support, relay services and training services) -CEN-CLC JTC 12 Design for All (by 15 March 2026)
EDF staff: Roberta and Alejandro.
No EDF expert – no funding available.

ETSI did receive funding to develop the standards on ICT and 112 communication. Gregg Vanderheiden is willing to continue volunteering for EDF for free. EDF will use the funding received for Gregg’s selection to cover Isabella’s work in the built environment standard.

We expect CEN and CENELEC to be able to launch a call for paid experts by February next year.
Other standardisation-related groups

EC Multi-Stakeholders Platform on ICT and Standardisation: advisory body to the European Commission on ICT standards. Daniel and Alejandro.

CEN Strategic Advisory Group on Accessibility (SAGA): brings together national standards bodies interested in accessibility; tries to mainstream accessibility inside CEN; will monitor the development of the Accessibility Act standards. Alejandro and Roberta.

ANEC Accessibility Working Group: brings together all ANEC experts working on accessibility standards. Some EDF members and national OPDs are members (e.g. DPOD, European Guide Dog Federation, French blind organisation, etc.). Alejandro is currently the chair. ANEC and EDF will form a Project Team of consumer and disability experts working on the EAA standards.
AccessibleEU centre

All information on what the centre is, its objectives and the consortium developing it can be found at EDF dedicated webpage: https://www.edf-feph.org/projects/accessibleeu-centre/ 
What is the role of EDF in the AccessibleEU centre?

As a partner organisation in AccessibleEU, EDF is represented by Alejandro Moledo (12 working days per year).

In 2023 EDF will contribute with the following activities:

· Reviewing and contributing to the design of the annual work plan;

· Reviewing the design of the communication plan;

· Participating in at least 1 European awareness session;

· Participating in at least 1 European face-to-face networking session;

· Contributing to the design of the plan to revitalize the community of practice created by the AccessibleEU;

· Providing at least 25 potential contacts for the community of practice.
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