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DOC-EXEC-23-09-15   
International Cooperation Update
Document for information
Purpose of this item

To update the Executive Committee regarding: 

· the Annual General Meeting of the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network in Brussels (11th to 13th October) 
· and the work of EDF regarding the new Euro-Mediterranean platform by the Union of the Mediterranean (UfM).
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· Do you have any general questions or comments on EDF international cooperation work? 

· Do you have questions on the new platform by the Union for the Mediterranean or the upcoming GLAD meeting? 

Annual General Meeting of the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network
The 2023 Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network Annual General Meeting is hosted by the European Commission. In the invitations it says that EDF co-host but in reality EDF is not deeply involved in the planning. It will be from the 11th to 13th October in Brussels.

Overview of the GLAD network 

The GLAD Network is a coordination body of bilateral and multilateral donors and agencies, public and private foundations as well as key coalitions of the disability movement with a common interest in achieving inclusive international development and humanitarian action. GLAD members meet at least once every year, and work together guided by the Network Strategic Plan, which indicates a set of common goals and work priorities. The EC is a member of GLAD and has offered to host the meeting this year. The current co-chairs of the GLAD are the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the United States Department of State.  (IDA is a permanent Co-Chair). 
The role of EDF

This upcoming GLAD General Assembly presents a valuable opportunity for EDF to engage with donors, effectively spotlight our impactful policy and advocacy initiatives, and significantly enhance our visibility within the fundraising arena. Here are the activities planned for EDF: 

· Participate in the GLAD General Assembly as observers (12th-13th October) 

· Provide inputs regarding Ukraine during the session on this topic (13th October)

· Organise a tour of the European Parliament for 50 GLAD participants (11th October, PM)

· Organise a roundtable about global inclusion and the empowerment of offices and delegations for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in budgets, programmes and policies (event TBC; 11th October). 
Euro-Mediterranean platform by the Union of the Mediterranean 
EDF has been invited to provide its expertise regarding the establishment of a Union of the Mediterranean (UfM) Regional Platform on Disability. 

Overview Union for the Mediterranean and disability work 

The UfM is an intergovernmental organisation gathering 43 Euro-Mediterranean Member States. It is based in Barcelona, and it works on: 

· Economic Development and Employment (EDE), 

· Higher Education and Research (HER), 

· Water, Environment and Blue Economy (WEBE), 

· Transport and Urban Development (TUD), 

· Energy and Climate Action (ECA), 

· and Social and Civil Affairs (SCA). 

On Disability, the SCA Division at UfM started working two years ago with ONCE, with a focus on economic inclusion of women with disabilities in the tourism sector in Morocco, funded by the Spanish Cooperation and ONCE. Due to Covid-19 as well as the stop-and go of diplomatic relationships between Spain and Morocco, the project is struggling to start. Based on a good cooperation with ONCE, UfM decided to extend its area of intervention beyond the gender dimension. Last year, the First Euromed conference on disability with ONCE took place. EDF contributed with interventions from our President Yannis Vardakastanis. 
The new Euro-Mediterranean platform

EDF has been involved in the online consultation (spring) and the workshop in Marrakesh (summer). We provided policy inputs regarding the content of the platform and different policy domains in which EDF is active. The UfM will launch the new UfM Regional Platform in December. We are expecting an invitation to participate at the launch in Jordan as well as an invitation to sit on the platform. 
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