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6th NATIONAL AND 1ST EUROPEAN
WOMEN AND GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES SOCIAL FORUM

I DECIDE

24th - 26th November, 2023

Hotel Abad San Antonio, 
Calle Altos de Nava, s/n, León, Spain


CONCEPT NOTE
The social forum is the annual event hosted by CERMI Women’s Foundation in partnership with state disability bodies and regional CERMI committees. The aim is to give a voice to women and girls with disabilities and the mothers and women carers of people with disabilities in Spain. In previous years the forum has taken place in Seville (2017), Murcia (2018), Pamplona (2019), on-line due to COVID-19 restrictions (2020) and Albacete (2022), bringing together around 200 participants with different disabilities from all over the country. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124956230]This year’s forum, which will take place in the city of León from November 24th to 26th, is particularly important because, for the first time, the event is also open to women and girls with disabilities from all over Europe, coinciding with the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union. To make this possible, CERMI Women’s Foundation has secured the support and endorsement of the European Disability Forum and the direct participation of its Women’s Committee. The dates for the forum – the same dates as previous years – fall around the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, bringing a unique opportunity not only to reflect on this tragic reality experienced by many women and girls, but also to strengthen networks and partnerships with women’s organisations and the wider feminist movement.

Focusing on the theme “I decide”, this year’s gathering aims to foster individual and collective empowerment and mutual support among this disadvantaged group of women, who amount to approximately 2.6 million 




citizens in Spain[footnoteRef:1] and 60 million citizens in the European Union[footnoteRef:2]. In fact, according to the World Health Organisation, one in five women lives with a disability, and disability is more prevalent among women than men (19.2%, compared to 12%). The factors that contribute to this include lower economic and social status, gender-based violence, and harmful and discriminatory practises based on gender. [1:  https://www.odismet.es/once-edad/perfil ]  [2:  https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1f1a8b2c-e44d-11eb-895a-01aa75ed71a1 ] 


With women and girls with disabilities taking centre stage at our social forum, the draft programme includes a thematic conference, five sector-based meeting spaces, a round table to share best practises in eradicating violence on the grounds of gender and disability, first-person testimonies, a talk on women’s partnerships, and the public reading of a declaration by women and girls with disabilities on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. Moreover, the forum also includes a number of complementary events such as, among others, the ceremony to present the Gen[d]erosity photo and video contest and open the related exhibition, and participation in the November 25th demonstration by the feminist movement in León.  




DRAFT PROGRAMME

Friday 24th November


15:00		Registration.

15:30		Arrival of official representatives.

16:00		Opening.
		
		Speakers:

· José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, former President of the Government of Spain, CERMI Women’s Foundation trustee

· President of the Provincial Council of León

· Concepción Díaz Robledo, President, CERMI Women’s Foundation

· European Disability Forum representative

· Representative from the European Commission Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion

· Juan Pérez Gómez, President, CERMI Castile and León

Presenter: Elena Briongos, Vice-president, CERMI Castile and León and CERMI Women’s Foundation trustee.

17:00	Keynote speech: I decide - Ana Peláez Narváez, President, United Nations Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

17:20		Open floor discussion.

17:30		Family photo.

18:00	Transfer to León City Hall (Av. Ordoño II, 10, 24001 León).

18:30	Official reception offered by the Mayor of León. 
	
18:30	Words of welcome from the Mayor of León.



18:45	Public reading of the declaration by women and girls with disabilities on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. 

19:00	Announcement of the decision of the jury and prize-giving ceremony for the CERMI Women’s Foundation Gen[d]erosity photography and video awards.
 
19:15	Inauguration of the exhibition “I decide”.

20:00		Welcome evening (venue to be confirmed) 

21:30		End of activities for the day.


Saturday 25th November


09:30		Meeting spaces for women and girls:

· Meeting space 1: I decide.
Facilitator: CERMI Women’s Foundation representative

· Meeting space 2: Assert your rights!
Facilitator: EDF representative

· Meeting space 3: Violence against women and girls with disabilities.
Facilitator: CERMI Women’s Foundation representative

· Meeting space 4: Justice for all women and girls.
Facilitator: CERMI Women’s Foundation representative

· Meeting space 5: We count too.
Facilitator: CERMI Women’s Foundation representative on the State Council for Children’s and Youth Participation

11:00		Coffee break.

11:30	Discussion: Working towards the elimination of violence against women and girls with disabilities. 

	Speakers: 

· Portugal: representative of the Secretary of State for the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, National Support Network for Victims of Domestic Violence specialist services for women victims of violence with disabilities.

· Castille and León: Castille and León Mental Health Federation, Project JULIA: healing networks in rural spaces.

· France: Femmes pour le Dire, Femmes pour Agir, Listening to violence against women with disabilities service.

· Galicia: ACADAR, Support service for women facing violence. 

· European Union: EDF.

· Latin America: ONCE Foundation for Latin America (FOAL), FOAL Violeta initiative.

· Spain: Isabel Caballero, CERMI Women’s Foundation.

· [bookmark: _Hlk139530463]Greece: National Confederation of Persons with Disabilities. 

Moderator: representative from CERMI Women’s Foundation.

13:00		Open floor discussion.

13:30		Lunch.

16:00	You’re not alone: first-person testimonies:

· Testimony from Sweden.
· Protected testimony, CERMI Women’s Foundation.
· Luminita Caldaras, Romania.
· Girl with disabilities, Spain.
· Ukrainian woman refugee.
· Sofía Mediavilla, Spain.
· Protected testimony, EDF.

Moderator: Pilar Villarino Villarino, CERMI Executive Director/CERMI Women’s Foundation trustee and secretary.

17:30		Open floor discussion

18:00		Transfer to Guzmán Square

19:00	Participation in the demonstration to mark November 25th organised by the feminist movement in León.
      
21:30		End of activities for the day.


Sunday 26th November

09:30	Observatory on Feminism and Disability: Women’s partnerships.
Introducing the topic: representative from Women Enabled International.
10:00	Discussion with feminist women’s organisations

	Speakers:

· State Confederation of Women with Disabilities (CEMUDIS).

· Women’s Foundation.

· Sisters of Frida (UK).

· Federation of Young Women.

· El Salvador Association of Blind Women.

Moderator: Mayte Gallego, President, ASPAYM and CERMI Women’s Foundation trustee.

11:00		Coffee break

11:30		Drawing conclusions

Ana Peláez Narváez, CERMI Women’s Foundation Executive Vice-president and EDF Secretary General, will lead and moderate the deliberations.

12:30	Award ceremony: CERMI.ES 2023 award for the category “CERMI Women’s Foundation: action to benefit women with disabilities”.

Presenter: Pilar Villarino Villarino, CERMI Executive Director and Secretary of the CERMI.ES awards. 

13:00		Closing of the 6th National and 1st European Women and Girls with Disabilities Social Forum: Spanish royal family (to be confirmed).

13:30		Light leaving lunch.

15:00		End of the 6th National and 1st European Women and Girls with Disabilities Social Forum. 
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