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6TH NATIONAL AND 1ST EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM 
OF WOMEN AND GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES

I DECIDE
[bookmark: _Hlk139527414]24 - 26 November, 2023

Aula Magna of the Rectorate 
University of León  

CONCEPT NOTE
The Social Forum is the annual meeting organised by the CERMI Women's Foundation in collaboration with the state disability organisations and the regional CERMIs to give a first-person voice to women and girls with disabilities and mothers and carers of people with disabilities in Spain. In previous years, the Forum has been held in Seville (2017), in Murcia (2018), in Pamplona (2019), virtually due to the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic (in 2020) and in Albacete (in 2022), bringing together approximately 200 participants with different disabilities from all over Spain. 

This year's event, which will take place in the city of León from 24 to 26 November 2023, is particularly relevant, given that it is also open to the participation of women and girls with disabilities from Europe, coinciding with the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union. To this end, CERMI Women's Foundation has the support and backing of the European Disability Forum, and the direct participation of its Women's Committee. The dates chosen, which are the same as in previous years, are framed around the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, which offers a unique opportunity, not only to reflect on this tragic reality experienced by many of these women and girls, but also to strengthen networks and alliances with women's organisations and the feminist movement.

Under the slogan "I decide", this year's meeting aims at individual and collective empowerment and mutual accompaniment of this disadvantaged group of women which in Spain amounts to around 2.6 million women citizens[footnoteRef:1] and in the European Union around 60 million[footnoteRef:2] . In fact, according to the World Health Organisation, one in five women lives with a disability; in fact, the prevalence of disability is higher among women than among men (19.2% compared to 12%). Contributing factors include the lower economic and social status of women and girls, gender-based violence, and harmful and discriminatory practices based on gender. [1:  https://www.odismet.es/once-edad/perfil ]  [2:  https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1f1a8b2c-e44d-11eb-895a-01aa75ed71a1 ] 


With women and girls with disabilities being the absolute protagonists of the Social Forum, the proposed programme includes a thematic conference; five sectoral meeting spaces; a discussion to share good practices for the elimination of gender-based violence and disability; first-person testimonies; a colloquium on alliances between women, and the public reading of the manifesto of women and girls with disabilities on the occasion of 25N. In addition, the Social Forum also has a series of complementary events, such as the awards ceremony and the inauguration of the photography and video exhibition Generosity, and participation in the 25N demonstration of the feminist movement of León, among others.




PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME


Friday 24th


15:00 h:	REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS

15:30 h:	ARRIVAL OF AUTHORITIES

16:00 h:	OPENING CEREMONY
		
		The following spoke:

· Former President of the Spanish Government and Trustee of the CERMI Women Foundation, Mr. José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero.

· [bookmark: _Hlk146196045]Mayor of León, Mr. José Antonio Díez Díaz.

· Regional Minister of Family and Equal Opportunities of Castilla y León. Ms. Isabel Blanco Llamas. 

· President of the CERMI Women's Foundation, Ms. Concepción Díaz Robledo.

· Vice-President of the European Disability Forum, Ms. Gunta Anca.

· President of CERMI Castilla y León, Mr. Juan Pérez Gómez.

The event will be conducted by the Vice-President of CERMI Castilla y León and Patron of the CERMI Women's Foundation, Ms. Elena Briongos.

17:00 h:	FRAMEWORK LECTURE: I decide, by Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, Chairperson of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

17:20 h:	OPEN DEBATE

17:30 h:	FAMILY PHOTOGRAPH

18:00 h:	TRANSFER OF PARTICIPANTS TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE DIPUTATION OF LEÓN (Plaza de San Marcelo 6).

18:30 h:	OFFICIAL RECEPTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE DEPUTATION OF LEÓN, MR. GERARDO ÁLVAREZ COUREL TO THE WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES OF THE VI NATIONAL AND I EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM. 
	
18:30 h:	Welcome speech by the President of the Diputación de León, Mr. Gerardo Álvarez Courel and the Deputy for Social Rights and Sustainable Territory. Ms. Carolina López Arias.

18:45 h:	Public reading of the manifesto of women and girls with disabilities on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.

19:00 h:	Reading of the jury's decision and presentation of the photography and video awards Generosity of the CERMI Women's Foundation.

[bookmark: _Hlk113274447]19:15 h:	Opening of the exhibition "I decide" .

20:00 h:	SPANISH WINE. HEADQUARTERS OF THE DIPUTATION OF LEÓN (Plaza de San Marcelo 6).
 
21:30 h:	TRANSFER OF PARTICIPANTS TO THE HOTEL ABAD SAN ANTONIO (Calle Altos de Nava, s/n, León). END OF THE DAY

Saturday, 25th

[bookmark: _Hlk146197241]09:00 h:	TRANSFER OF PARTICIPANTS FROM THE HOTEL TO THE AULA MAGNA OF THE RECTORATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LEÓN.

09:30 h:	MEETING SPACES FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

· Space 1: I decide
Facilitator: Representative of the European Disability Forum. 

· Space 2: Claim your rights
Facilitator of the meeting: Ms. Ángeles Blanco Díaz. Legal advisor of the CERMI Women's Foundation.

· Space 3: Violence against women and girls with disabilities. Facilitator: Ms. Isabel Caballero Pérez. Coordinator of the CERMI Women's Foundation.  

· Space 4: Justice for all. Facilitating the meeting: representative of the CERMI Women's Foundation. Ms. Laura Seara Sobrado. Legal advisor of the CERMI Women's Foundation.

· Space 5: We count too
Facilitates the meeting: To be confirmed

11:00 h:	COFFEE BREAK

11:30 a.m.: 	CONVERSATORY: Working towards the elimination of violence against women and girls with disabilities  
Speakers: 

· Key Note Speech by Commissioner Dalli (10 minutes).

· Portugal, Specialised service for women with disabilities victims of violence of the "National Network of Support for Victims of Domestic Violence", representative of the Portuguese Secretary of State for the Inclusion of People with Disabilities (7 minutes).

· Castilla y León, "Proyecto JULIA: redes que sanan en espacios rurales", representative of the Federación Salud Mental Castilla y León (7 minutes)

· France, Service "Listening to Violence against Women with Disabilities", representative of Association Femmes pour le Dire, Femmes pour Agir (7 minutes).

· Galicia, Accompaniment service for women in situations of violence, ACADAR representative (7 minutes).

· European Union, EDF representative (7 minutes).

· Latin America, FOAL Violeta, FOAL representative (7 minutes).

· Spain, Ms. Isabel Caballero, CERMI Women's Foundation (7 minutes).

· Greece, representative of the National Confederation of People with Disabilities (7 minutes).
The discussion will be led and moderated by: Ms. Teresa Palahí. Patron of the CERMI Women's Foundation. 

CERMI.ES PRIZE GIVING AWARD TO COMMISSIONER DALLI 

· Reading of the jury's decision by Ms. Pilar Villarino, Executive Director of CERM (2 minutes).
· Speech by Ms. Concepción Díaz Robledo, President of the CERMI Women Foundation (5 minutes).
· Ms. Concepción Díaz Robledo, President of CERMI Women Foundation, presents the commemorative plaque of the Award Cermi.es 2023 in the category CERMI Women Foundation - Action for the benefit of Women with Disabilities to Ms. Helena Dalli, European Commissioner for Equality. 
· Speech by Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, President of the CEDAW Committee. (5 minutes).
· Speech by Ms. Helena Dalli, Commissioner for Equality. (7 minutes).
· Picture. 
· End of the award ceremony.

13:30 YOU ARE NOT ALONE. First-person testimonies 

· Testimony from Sweden
· Protected testimony, FCM
· Luminita Caldaras, Romania
· Girl with a disability, Spain
· Ukrainian refugee
· Sofia Mediavilla, Spain
· Protected testimony, EDF

Moderator: Executive Director of CERMI and Patron and Secretary of the CERMI Women's Foundation, Ms. Pilar Villarino

14:30 h:	LUNCH BREAK

16:30 h:	OPEN DEBATE 

18:00 h:	TRANSFER OF PARTICIPANTS FROM THE RECTORATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LEÓN

19:00 h:	PARTICIPATION IN THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEÓN FEMINIST MOVEMENT DEMONSTRATION

21:30 h:	FREE EVENING




Sunday, 26th


09:00 h:	TRANSFER OF PARTICIPANTS FROM THE HOTEL ABAD SAN ANTONIO TO THE RECTORATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LEÓN

[bookmark: _Hlk105139143]09:30 h:	OBSERVATORY ON FEMINISM AND DISABILITY: Alliances among women

Introduce the topic: representative of Women Enabled International.

10:00 h:	COLLOQUIUM WITH FEMINIST WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS

	The following spoke:

· Representative of the State Confederation of Women with Disabilities (CEMUDIS).

· Representative of the Women's Foundation.

· Representative of Sisters of Frida (UK).

· Representative of the Young Women's Federation.

· Representative of the Association of Blind Women of El Salvador.

Moderator: President of ASPAYM and Patron of the CERMI Women's Foundation, Ms. Mayte Gallego.

11:00 h:	COFFEE BREAK

11:30 h:	DRAWING UP CONCLUSIONS

Chair and moderator: Executive Vice-President of the CERMI Women's Foundation and Secretary General of the European Disability Forum, Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez

12:30 h:	CERMI.ES 2023 AWARDS CEREMONY.

Conducting the event: Executive Director of CERMI and Secretary of the CERMI.ES Awards, Ms. Pilar Villarino.

13:00 h:	CLOSURE OF THE VI NATIONAL AND I EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM. 

· Ambassador-at-Large for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation. Mr. Ángel Lossada Torres-Quevedo. 

· Director General for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the Ministry of Social Rights and Agenda 2030, Mr. Jesús Martín Blanco. 
13:30 h:	FAREWELL LUNCH.

15:00 h:	END OF THE VI NATIONAL AND I EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES.
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