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DOC-BOARD-23-11-04
Membership
                  Document for information/ discussion and decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee meet on November 20th and will assess the membership applications. You will be asked to approve some or all of these membership applications. 

Questions for the Board 
· Do you agree to accept National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine (NAPD) as observer member?

· Do you agree to accept Association Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (AOPD) Moldova as associate member?
· Do you agree to accept the European Platform for Rehabilitation as an ordinary member?

· Do you agree to accept Fundacija Aprobata from Poland as an associate member?
Introduction 

The EDF secretariat has received 4 complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed on November 20th and issued recommendations for each of them. 
· The National Assembly of Persons with Disability from Ukraine is already associate member applies to become Observer member

· AOPD the Moldavian National Council of Persons with Disabilities is also applying for Observer membership, but the committee recommends them for associate membership.
· The European Platform for Rehabilitation wishes to become an ordinary member 
· The Fundacia Aprobata is applying to become associate member. 

The Membership and Credentials committee recommends all four organisations to be accepted as members. For three of them for the Membership category they are requesting, as the organisations comply with the criteria set up for the mentioned membership categories while one of them will be accepted for a different category.  The national councils or European NGOs requested to issue an opinion are supporting the applicant organisations. The four organisations are introduced below.
National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities of Ukraine – applying for observer membership
For the time being 120 public organizations are the members of NAPD which represent interests of people with disabilities from all regions of Ukraine. NAPD includes DPOs that represent people with different disabilities and health conditions, DPOs of women with disabilities, DPOs run by parents of children with disabilities, and others.

This organisation is already associate member of EDF. Now that the accession process of Ukraine to the EU is underway, NADP wishes to change its membership status to Observer member.
For more information check the website of NAPD in Ukrainian, the page in the link is in English.

The Membership and Credentials Committee Recommends the board to accept this organisation as observer member. 

Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities (AOPD) Moldova – applying for observer membership
Association Alliance of Organizations for Persons with Disabilities is a national network of 55 civil society organizations for and of persons with disabilities that unify their effort to advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The mission of the organisation is to improve the quality of life of people with disabilities in Moldova by working with state authorities to create an environment with equal opportunities for people with disabilities to achieve their potential. The organisation represents the diversity of disabilities and a good geographical representation is also visible in the network. 

As we do not have yet a member in Moldova there was no request of recommendation from a National council, but EDF works already with this organisation within the Ukrainian Programme and a healthy relationship is already established. The organisation wishes to become an Observer member and if this is not possible an associate member.

For more information consult AOPD Moldova website in Romanian.

The membership committee after analysing the information has determined that the organisation at this moment is not  fully complying with the criteria set up for observer membership, does not recommend them as observer member, but they are recommending them for associate membership for which they fully comply with. 

The European Rehabilitation Platform (EPR)- Applying for ordinary membership
The European Platform of Rehabilitation (EPR) is a European NGO of service providers for persons with Disabilities  working with people with disabilities committed to high quality service delivery. It is legally established in Belgium.

The organisation has 29 members in 19 countries of which 18 in Europe (16 EU member states) and Norway and the UK.

EPR wants a  society where every person can co-create quality services that bring about equal opportunities for all, social inclusion and quality of life. Their motto is learning and Innovating Together

EPR activities go beyond traditional mutual learning exchanges. Professionals from EPR members gather to benchmark and analyse effectiveness in service provision; improving quality of services and quality of life for clients, as well as positively impacting their daily work experience. EPR members co-create and pilot innovative products, tools and methods to better meet the needs of clients, employers and funders.

The organisation wishes to join force on making better EU policies for persons with disabilities. They wish to become an ordinary member of our organisation. 
For more information consult EPR website
The Membership and Credentials committee recommends this organisation to be accepted as ordinary member. 
Aprobata Foundation 
"APROBATA" Foundation is an organization that was established by Jolanta Fień on January 7, 2019. Jolanta is a strong disability activist in her country, Poland.
The Foundation , APROBATA’ conducts activities in the field of health care, support for people with disabilities of their families, carers. They conduct initiatives of a health, educational and social nature and counteracting the exclusion of people with disabilities. Their activities are aimed at supporting the full participation of people with disabilities in social life through effective rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities.

They support the entities of public institutions in the implementation of statutory requirements to ensure accessibility of people with disabilities.

The Foundation is a signatory to the Accessibility Program, where we follow the idea of accessibility and equal treatment and together they strive to equalize the opportunities and access of all citizens to the physical, social, cultural, recreation, leisure, health care, education, work, transport, information and means of communication.

Their goal is to show that the inhabitants of the City of Rzeszów are a society open to human needs, in which each person is a full participant in our community.

The Polish Disability Forum, our national Council is in favour of this application. The Foundation wishes to become an associate member.  

Fore mor Information check the Website of Aprobata Foundation in Polish

The membership and Credentials Committee recomands this organisation to be accepted as associate member. 
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