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DOC-BOARD-23-11-05     
Update on International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action
                                        Document for information 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board on our work in international cooperation and humanitarian action. In particular, you are provided with an overview of: 
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any feedback on your work or the work of EDF on international cooperation and humanitarian action?

Introduction 

The international cooperation team works on influencing policies, implementing projects (for instance, our Ukraine programme), and key activities in the field. Alejandro has presented our policy files with recent updates. This document focuses on key events and outlines our official work and positions on conflicts. 
Annual General Meeting of the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network

EDF co-hosted with the European Commission the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network Annual General Meeting in October 2023. The GLAD Network serves as a dynamic hub, uniting donors, various state agencies, public and private foundations, and influential coalitions within the disability rights movement. Their common goal is the pursuit of inclusive international development and humanitarian action, with various working groups focusing on different themes (climate, gender, education and more). 
EDF took this opportunity to present our work and network with founders. We also launched a series of articles focusing on "Inclusive Philanthropy: Foundations and Disability Rights" to showcase the work of foundations in this field. 

Finally, we hosted a webinar with the GLAD secretariat the 7th November. It was called “Global Inclusion: Engaging donor offices and delegations for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in budgets, programmes and policies worldwide”. More than 140 participants registered to listen to the EU, the British government, OPDs and civil society organisations talking about their work on disability worldwide, at the national level. 
Euro-Mediterranean platform by the Union of the Mediterranean
The Union of the Mediterranean (UfM) will launch its Regional Platform on Disability at the second Euromed conference on disability. It will be in January 2024 in Jordan. EDF contributed greatly to the preparation of the platform, providing expertise during various consultations and events. For information, the UfM is an intergovernmental organisation gathering 43 Euro-Mediterranean Member States, based in Barcelona. 

Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation

The governments of Germany and Jordan are preparing for the 3rd Global Disability Summit (GDS) in April 2025. Under the auspices of the GDS, EDF is preparing the 2nd European Regional Summit on International Cooperation. It will be in November 2023 in Berlin, Germany. We are working with the German government and the German Disability Council. EDF is also involved in the Civil Society Reference Group (CSRG) of the GDS. We will contribute to support the preparation of the Civil Society Forum, which will precede the GDS. 
Climate action

EDF is currently participating in COP-28 (UN Conference on Climate Change) with the objective of bringing the perspective of disability-inclusion at the negotiations table. Together with the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and other partners, we are advocating for disability-inclusion in climate action. EDF worked on four policy papers to support the advocacy work, focusing on just transition, the global stocktake, the loss and damage fund, and accessibility of COP. Prior to COP-28, EDF has also been involved in the Bonn Climate Change Conference. 
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory

EDF worked actively with the International Disability Alliance and the International Disability and Development Consortium to issue a statement on the situation of persons with disabilities in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. We are also in touch with the Arab Organisation of Persons with Disabilities (AODP) and the Directorate General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), sharing information on the situation of persons with disabilities in this war. We have signed an open call for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and Israel. Please consider having your organisation endorsing it as well. 

Nagorno-Karabakh
We have received concerning reports about the protection and safety of persons with disabilities impacted by the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis. On 17 October, we addressed an open letter to the international community (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the European Union UNHCR)  and to the governments of Armenia and Azerbaijan. We called for all actors to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities. This is the link to open letter. 
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