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   	DOC-BOARD-23-11-12
             
Training on the toolkit on how to lobby the European Union
institutions at national level
                        Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to present the toolkit on how to influence the European Union (EU) institutions from the national level and to discuss what additional materials would be useful for EDF Board members and EDF members.
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have comments regarding the EDF toolkit on how to lobby the EU institutions from national level?
· What other materials can EDF secretariat plan to prepare which could be useful to you and EDF members in your advocacy?
Introduction 
Last year, EDF secretariat published a toolkit on how to lobby the European Union institutions from the national level. The toolkit is available at EDF website, and you can find it as annex to this document.
The toolkit complements other materials available to EDF members aiming at building the advocacy capacity of the European disability movement, such as the training on the European Parliament. This training includes two videos. The first part focuses on the main powers and structures of the European Parliament, as well as the legislative procedure and how to influence it. The second part is an interview with one policy advisor at the Employment and Social Affairs committee, and a parliamentary assistant of an MEP, in which they explain practical tips on how to reach out to the MEPs and which actions are most useful for our advocacy. This training is also available on EDF website.
Lastly, another important document that serves to raise awareness about the importance of the EU in the everyday lives of persons with disabilities is Your Rights in the EU section of our website. This includes the summary of the main rights of persons with disabilities achieved through EU policies and legislation, and information about how the EU works.
To conclude, this year EDF secretariat is preparing a toolkit on enforcement which should be ready by the end of the month. If you have questions or suggestions about this toolkit, please contact daniel.casas@edf-feph.org. 
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