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   	DOC-BOARD-23-11-14
European Union elections 2024
                             Document for discussion and decision
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present and discuss the EDF campaign towards the European Parliament elections, which will take place from 6 to 9 June 2024. The objectives and proposals included below were discussed by the EDF Executive Committee at its last meeting in September.
Questions for the Board 
· Do you agree with the proposed three objectives?
· Do you agree with the three strands of actions?
· Do you have any additional ideas for EDF actions around the EU elections?
· What actions are your organisations planning for the European elections?
· How can EDF secretariat support you in your campaign for the European elections?
Introduction 
The European elections’ campaign will start in April, two months before the elections to the European Parliament on 6-9 June 2024. 
Once the elected MEPs have been confirmed, the Member States will propose in the Council a President of the European Commission, who will need to be supported by the European Parliament. During autumn, each Member State will nominate a European Commissioner, who will also be scrutinised in public hearings at the Parliament. If everything goes well, the new European Commission may be in place by December 2024. However, the Hungarian presidency is scheduled for the second half of 2024, so this may create some issues. 
At the moment of writing this document, it is not clear who will be the candidates to become President of the European Commission. It is worth remembering that even if a candidate is presented as such, it is the prerogative of Member States to nominate the Commission’ president as it happened in 2019 with Ursula von der Leyen. She was not proposed in advance but came up as an alternative to the lead candidates. 
From now until April, there is a push to finish with as many policy files as possible, although certain dossiers are already considered due for the next legislative term. 
The internal political discussions will intensify at national and European level to create the list of candidates and the political programme of the different political families. So far, EDF has contributed to the manifesto of the European Greens who started early a consultative process, and has participated in consultative meetings of Renew Europe parliamentary group (and ALDE as its main political party), and the Party of European Socialists.
Therefore, it is a critical moment for EDF and our members to influence the European elections campaign, and to contribute and shape the political agenda, players and scenario in the years to come.
The following is a proposal for an EDF campaign towards the European elections, which is divided in three strands of action.
EDF campaign for the 2024 European elections
Goals – key messages:
· The proposals of the EDF Manifesto are included in the political agenda of the EU.
· The campaigns of the EU institutions, political parties & candidates’[footnoteRef:1] are accessible. [1:  When not specified, we refer to both European and national parties and candidates. Since the campaign and elections mostly happen at national level, EDF Secretariat will propose materials and actions that can be taken up by national organisations of persons with disabilities.] 

· There is an increased number of elected officials with disabilities.
1. Political campaign

Objectives:
· EDF establishes alliances with elected MEPs and the new European Commission.
· EDF Manifesto proposals are incorporated in the EU’s political agenda, including a revised European Disability Strategy with new flagship initiatives and actions for 2025-2030, and in the next EU budget.
· The Disability Intergroup is re-established. 
Targets:
· Candidates.
· Political parties.
· New European Parliament and European Commission.
Actions:
· Meetings with political parties (ongoing) and lead candidates.
· Contributions to political parties’ manifestos (ongoing).
· Open letter + template letter for EDF members to national parties.
· Leaflet and short videos with the 10 top proposals from EDF Manifesto (see list at the end of this document). 
· Professional video of the New Years Disability Intergroup reception: recording community and MEPs (including the call to reestablish the Disability Intergroup).
· Pledge for candidates to become MEPs.
· After elections: meetings with elected MEPs and political leaders of the European Parliament, Commission and Council.
· Campaign to re-establish the Disability Intergroup.
2. Accessibility

Objectives:
· The institutional and political parties’ campaigns are accessible.
· The lead candidates’ debate is accessible.
Targets:
· EU institutions – communication departments.
· Political parties – communication departments.
Actions: 
· Benchmarking the accessibility of the EU political parties’ websites and campaigns.
· Meeting with communication departments in EU institutions and political parties.
· Update and disseminate EDF guidelines on accessible campaigns.
· Letter to EP President and European Broadcasting Union for main lead candidate debate (if such debate happens).
3. Participation of persons with disabilities in EU elections

Objectives:
· Increase the number of candidates with disabilities.
· Increase the turnout of persons with disabilities participating in elections.
· Completing the DREE project (Disability Rights in European Elections) funded by the European Parliament
· Reinforcing EDF advocacy campaign on political participation (right to vote, right to stand as candidate, accessible elections…).
Targets:
· Political parties.
· EU institutions and Member States’ authorities.
· EDF members.
· Persons with disabilities.
Actions:
· EDF public statement related to the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2023 calling for more candidates with disabilities in the upcoming elections.
· Letters and meetings with political parties by EDF and EDF members.
· Page on our website with information on the European Elections.
· Animation video showing the reasons to vote on the European Elections focusing on issues of persons with disabilities.as the basis of a #DisabilityVote campaign.
· Stories of candidates and voters: testimonials of persons with disabilities, regarding voting, standing as a candidate, accessibility of elected office and reason to vote ( “why will you vote?”).
· Interviews with politicians with disabilities at local, regional, and national level.
· Potential portal on Accessible Voting in Europe – similar to AccessibleVoting.net or page in our website with overview of Voting Rights.
· On elections day: Users’ photos about their experiences.
On social media we will use the hashtag: #DisabilityVote.
10 top proposals from the EDF Manifesto for the 2024 European elections

Even if EDF members and secretariat will keep promoting all the proposals from the EDF Manifesto, in order to have a more focus campaign, including meetings with lead candidates and communication actions drawing the attention of media, EDF secretariat proposes to define the following top 10 proposals from the EDF Manifesto:
1. Ensure that all persons with disabilities have the right to vote and the right to stand as candidates in European elections.
1. Ensure strong services focusing on disability rights in EU Institutions: a new Directorate-General for Equality and Fundamental Rights in the European Commission under the leadership of the Commissioner for Equality; a Disability Committee in the European Parliament; an Equality Configuration in the Council.
1. Create a new European agency for accessibility.
1. Adopt an EU-wide Disability Card, which ensures the mutual recognition of disability status across Member States.
1. Introduce stronger legislation to protect the rights of persons with disabilities as passengers, notably the prohibition of denied boarding to flights and fair compensation when mobility equipment is lost or damaged during travel.
1. Establish a Disability Employment and Skills Guarantee to boost the participation of persons with disabilities in the open labour market.
1. Further protection for women and girls with disabilities, including the prohibition of forced sterilisation.
1. Support Ukrainians with disabilities inside and outside Ukraine, and make sure the EU’s contribution to the reconstruction of Ukraine builds a more inclusive country for persons with disabilities.
1. Introduce legislation to guarantee the availability and affordability of assistive technologies for persons with disabilities.
1. Ensure the next EU Budget fully supports de-institutionalisation and independent living for persons with disabilities and ensures disability inclusion in the Green and Digital transition.
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