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Study on Guidance to Increase Access to Healthcare
                                    Document for information
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an overview of a new study that EDF kicked off in September 2023, aimed at increasing access to healthcare for persons with disabilities, and to highlight opportunities for EDF member involvement. 
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any comments or suggestions on the study?
Study on Guidance to Increase Access to Healthcare 

EDF was awarded a service contract for a study on guidance to increase access to healthcare for people with disabilities including information and data on cancer prevention and care. The study was awarded through the EU4Health 2022 work programme.

Governance
The study is funded by the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HaDEA) and managed by ICF, with EDF performing the following activities:

· leading the coordination of the Contact Group, an advisory body for the study

· drafting of surveys, interviews and preparatory materials for disability stakeholders

· facilitating outreach and participation of disability NGOs and persons with disabilities

· supporting research and dissemination activities
Technical analysis for the study will be performed by the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.

An internal advisory board, including experts from the World Health Organisation and the European Disability Expertise Network, will offer guidance for guideline development.
Study in Brief
The study aims to advance the rights of persons with disabilities through evidence-based policy making on health and human rights. There are three dimensions to the study:
· Map and analyse the main bottlenecks in accessing healthcare for people with disabilities;
· Provide guidelines on how to increase access and overcome barriers in access to healthcare (e.g., medical settings, digital health services and other relevant settings) for people with disabilities; 
· Analyse the situation of people with disabilities in terms of access to cancer screening, cancer diagnosis and care. 
Opportunities for EDF Member Involvement
EDF Members will be invited to participate in several stages of the project, both as advisors and as facilitators for the following study aspects:

· November 2023: Several European NGOs were invited to participate in the Contact Group, to advise on all aspects of the project including guideline development (selection and approval done in consultation with ICF and HaDEA); 
· November 2023: Members of the email expert group on health have been asked to join the Contact Group to represent EDF as an independent entity;
· December – February 2024: All EDF members will be asked to complete surveys about system-level bottlenecks and barriers to access to healthcare;
· November – February 2024: National disability councils will be contracted to perform interviews with persons with disabilities, 3 per country, on individual experiences in access to healthcare;
· March – May 2024: All EDF Members will be asked to disseminate surveys to persons with disabilities on access to cancer screening, treatment, and care.
Get Involved

Members are invited to express their interest to join the email expert group on health if they would like to consult more closely on the project. 

Contact Markaya.henderson@edf-feph.org for all inquiries and expressions of interest. 
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