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Terms of Reference 
[bookmark: _Hlk147774034]for investigative journalism on the situation of persons with disabilities in Ukraine  

The European Disability Forum (EDF) is a non-governmental European umbrella organisation set up to represent organisations of persons with disabilities at EU level. Its membership includes 100 member organisations including European NGOs and national federations of organisations of persons with disabilities.  EDF's mission is to promote the equal opportunities and human rights of persons with disabilities towards the European Union. More information: www.edf-feph.org.
Background

Since July 2023, EDF has been implementing the project “Multisectoral disability-inclusive humanitarian assistance for IDPs, returnees, veterans and their host communities in Ukraine” aimed at improving living conditions and access to inclusive humanitarian assistance in the sectors of food and livelihood security, protection and health, including mental health for at-risk IDPs, returnees, veterans, older people, single-headed households, adults and children in institutions, and members of host communities with and without disabilities in Ukraine.  The project takes place with partners National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities, League of Strong, European Disability Forum and Christoffel-Blindenmission in Deutschland with funding from the German Foreign federal Office. 

About 2.7 million persons with disabilities live in Ukraine.  According to the United Nations, Russia’s war has a disproportional impact on people with disabilities.  They face multiple barriers in accessing information, health care, safe evacuation, shelter and humanitarian assistance.  The situation is particularly concerning when it comes to the groups in need of more support, including disabled veterans, those placed in institutions and children with disabilities.
Objective 

EDF is looking for an investigative journalist or an organisation of investigative journalists who will be able to do reportage and news coverage of disability rights related issues and challenges in Ukraine.

Our aim is to raise awareness on disability inclusion and the situation of persons with disabilities at community level and support advocacy (inter-)national level to support the mainstreaming of an inclusive recovery process[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  Such as "Build Back Better" initiative, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction] 



Activities and deliverables 

Researching, writing and publishing (online with news and media outlets) seven articles.
These will be in-depth news stories as a series of articles based on interviews or opinion/analysis with photos covering the work done by the Empower project in the 6 oblasts (Volyn, Chernivtsi, Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk, Poltava, and Cherkassy) and in Kyiv.
Travel to the projects local communities is strongly encouraged. 
All outputs should be in English and Ukrainian.

Each piece should have at least one quote from each of the four partners on the Empower Project. Quotes from others, such as beneficiaries should also be included where valuable. 

The four partners are:

1. National Assembly of Persons with Disabilities
2. League of Strong
3. European Disability Forum
4. Christoffel-Blindenmission in Deutschland

Thematic topics to be covered (in collaboration with EDF)

1. Cash assistance
2. Assistive devices and wheelchair provision
3. Trainings on disability inclusion for medical staff
4. Mental Health and psycho-social support (MHPSS)
5. Advocacy towards humanitarian actors in Ukraine to be more disability inclusive
6. Safeguarding and safety and security
7. Organisational development and movement building

Requested profile

A Ukrainian investigative journalist or organisation of investigative journalists with knowledge and proven experience in investigative reporting, and disability issues in particular. A track record on gender and war coverage is an advantage.
Organisations employing people with disabilities and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply.
Communication Skills: Well-developed written and oral communication skills in English and Ukrainian. Able to communicate clearly and sensitively with internal and external stakeholders as a representative of EDF. 
Integrity: Works with trustworthiness and integrity and has a clear commitment to EDF's core values and humanitarian principles. Respects privacy, and ethics around informed consent of interviewees.

Note: Only applicants from inside Ukraine will be considered. EDF will not be considering applications from outside Ukraine. EDF is not in a position to provide work insurance, so the applicant should provide evidence of their own work insurance. 
Timeframe

Sept 2024 – Nov 2024.
Application deadline
 
16 August 2024. 
Application process

Please send the following documents to Phillipa Tucker, Project Coordinator, phillipa.tucker@edf-feph.org: 

· Individual or Organisation data resume and data
· A two-page proposal on how the project will be carried out, including schedule and budget, with travel included.
· Samples of your work.

Note: Only shortlisted organisations will be contacted.
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