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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination

Annex 1 - Update on ongoing activities at UN and international level

Human Rights Committee meeting – 20 November 2023
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Updates on CRPD Committee 
Country review in 2024
The CRPD Committee will review the following countries in 2024:

· 4-22 March 2024 – 30th session: State review of Sweden
· 25-28th March 2024 – 19th pre-sessional working group: List of issues on Bosnia and Herzegovina, Monaco, and Moldova. List of issues prior to reporting of Cyprus.

· 12 August-6 September 2024 – 31st session: State for review of Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands and Ukraine.
EDF continues to support its members together with the International Disability Alliance for the review of their countries. EDF also submits information notes to the CRPD Committee on European issues. 
EU review 

The Committee adopted the List of issues prior to reporting on the EU in April 2022. EDF was active in the process, including by sending an alternative report and participating in private meetings with the Committee and the Rapporteur for the EU. 
In April 2024, the EU submitted its reply to the list of issues. 

The dialogue with the EU will not take place before 2025. Consequently, EDF is planning to engage with its members, including to do an analysis to the replies, only once the date is confirmed. This is important to prepare up-to-date analysis. 
General Comment on article 11 

The CRPD Committee is developing a General Comment on persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (article 11 CRPD). It made a call for written submission and organised a Day of General Discussion in March 2023. EDF submitted written input and made a statement during the Day of General Discussion in Geneva. 

The General Comment has not yet been adopted by the Committee.
Next Committee elections

In 2024, 9 out of the 18 committee members will be elected to the CRPD Committee. The elections will take place during the 17th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP) on 11-13 June 2024. 
The International Disability Alliance provides very useful information on its dedicated webpage.

The steps of the process are the following:

· Early December 2023, the CRPD Committee Secretariat will send a note verbale to State Parties to the UNCRPD to request nominations of candidates to the CRPD Committee

· 11 April 2024 is the deadline for nominations by States Parties.

· 11 to 13 June 2024: Elections at the 17th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD.

The EU is discussing the nomination of an EU candidate. At this stage we do not have more information. We only know, there are discussion between the Commission and the Member States. 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Gerard Quinn ended his mandate as UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 31st of October. 

The Human Rights Council appointed a new UN Special rapporteur as of 1 November 2023: Ms. Heba Hagrass, from Egypt. 

A sociologist by training, she is an advocate, an international disability consultant, and a researcher on the rights of persons with disabilities with an extensive experience in Egypt, the Arab Region, and worldwide. She was notably a representative of women with disabilities that participated in the drafting of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In Egypt, Ms. Hagrass promoted the rights of persons with disabilities in legislative reforms as Member of Parliament between 2015 and 2020 and served as the Secretary General of the National Council for Disability Affairs. She is a founding member of the Arab Organization of Disabled People where she was active between 1998 and 2008, including as the head of its Women’s Affairs Committee.

Read Ms. Hagrass's full biography. 
More information on the webpage of the Special Rapporteur.
Other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee

Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
In 2024, the following European countries are foreseen for review by the CEDAW Committee:

· 29 Jan – 16 February 2024 – 87th session: State review of Italy and Greece
· 19-23 February 2024 – 89th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Cyprus
· 13-31 May 2024 – 88th session: State review of Estonia and Montenegro
· 3-7 June 2024 – 90th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Malta
· 30 September – 18 October 2024 – 89th session: State review of the Netherlands
· 21-25 October 2024 – 91th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Austria
Information on all sessions and all countries for review. 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

In 2024, the CESCR will review the following European countries: 

· 12 Feb – 1 March: State review of Ireland, Romania and Sweden 

· 4 – 8 March: List of issues on Georgia
· 9 – 27 September: State review of Albania, Cyprus, Iceland and Poland 

· 30 September – 4 October: List of issues on North Macedonia
Information about all CESCR sessions. 
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

Between January and May 2024, the CRC Committee will review the following European countries: 

· 15 January – 2 February: State review of Lithuania

· 5 – 9 February: List of issues on Armenia, Estonia, Georgia and Slovakia
· 6 – 24 May: State review of Armenia, Estonia and Georgia
Information about all CRC Committee sessions. 
Committee Against Torture (CAT)

The CAT has not yet published the countries for review in 2024.
Information about all CAT Committee sessions. 
Human Rights Committee (HRC)
In March 2024, the Human Rights Committee will review Serbia and the United-Kingdom and Northern Ireland. It will adopt list of issues prior to reporting on Azerbaijan. 
Information about all Human Rights Committee sessions. 
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