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Document 1
Update on the work of the European Disability Expertise (EDE)
Document for information
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to inform the Committee about the research that has been done so far by the national disability experts working as part of the Commission research tender European Disability Expertise (EDE).
Overview 
Since 2020, EDF has been involved in the European Disabilities Expertise (EDE) research tender funded by the European Commission. It is a continuation of the previous Academic Network of European Disability Experts (ANED). 
EDE is comprised of a network of disability experts. There are experts from each of the EU Member States, who conduct research on different themes from the perspective of their own countries, plus Norway, Liechtenstein and Iceland. The network also counts on the participation of a number of disability experts who bring together synthesis reports on the basis of all the findings delivered to them by the national experts. In this way, for each selected research theme, there are individual reports that show the situation in a specific country, and then a more general report that shows the situation in Europe as a whole.
The European Disability Forum and Age Platform Europe are partners in the network. We take part in:
· Selecting the themes for the research
· Reviewing the questionnaires sent to the national experts in order to guide their research
· Reviewing the synthesis reports before they are released
· Assisting in finding national disability experts for the network when needed

Themes of reports since the start of this research tender have included employment, the impact of covid-19, and independent living. 
The network has just reapplied for the next research tender, in order to build on the work it has done from 2020 until now. 

For this agenda item, Mr Jos Kösters, Director of Human European Consultancy that implements EDE, will explain briefly what outcomes we have had from our work so far and, what – depending on whether the proposal of for the new EDE contract is accepted by the Commission, the purpose of the new contract is and what thematic and other reports we can expect from EDE in the future. 
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