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Document 3

EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
                        Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item is to explain how EDF is going to be advocating on the continuation of the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We would also like to hear ideas from the Committee members on what kind of social policy actions they would like to be included in the Strategy as of 2025.
Questions for the Committee 

· Are there any other social policy actions you would like us to suggest to the European Commission?
Overview 

When the EU Disability Strategy was launched in 2021 it contained a list of actions. These included seven flagship initiatives, which are the main activities the Commission wanted to focus on. Among the flagship initiatives were actions such as the EU Disability Card and the AccessibleEU centre. The status of these actions is registered in an online monitoring framework for the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It is a webpage listing all the actions promised as part of the Strategy, the date they were set to be delivered, whether they have been completed or not, and other information on their progress. 
When the Strategy was launched, actions and flagship initiatives were only planned until 2024. This means that only half of the 10-year strategy is filled with activities. The European Commission has not yet committed to actions after 2025, since it is awaiting the election of the new College of Commissioners. 

EDF is advocating strongly for the Commission to fulfil its obligation when it agreed to a 10-years strategy back in 2021. We would also like to begin our advocacy on what actions the Commission should plan as of 2025. We will be preparing a position paper with ideas for new activities, flagship initiatives and legislative proposals. We aim to complete this in 2024 and present it to the Commission. 
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