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European Disability Strategy
                      Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item

To explain our plan of action for the second half of the current EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to hear the Executive Committee’s views on priority actions.
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· Do you agree with our plans for advocacy around the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities? 

· Do you agree with the proposed list of actions mentioned for the next round of the strategy?

· Do you have proposals for specific actions you would like us to include in our advocacy?
Introduction 
During our last Executive Committee meeting, it was proposed by that EDF should not only focus on the review of the current strategy’s actions between 2021 and 2024, but also add a focus on advocating for what we want the EU institutions to do between 2025 and 2030.
Our first priority is to ensure that the European Commission commits to continuing with the strategy after the EU elections and the beginning of the new Commission’s mandate. Since the strategy was planned for a period of 10 years, we will be urging the Commission to revive the strategy after the elections with new flagship initiatives and timebound actions. After the elections, this will be one of our top demands to the new Commissioner for Equality (if there is one), and we will partner with the MEPs to achieve this objective (e.g. letters, meetings, Commissioners’ public hearings in the Parliament, etc.).
EDF and other civil society organisations have already asked the Commission to address the review and revision of the ongoing strategy within the Disability Platform in 2024. 

In our 2024 Annual General Assembly, as well as in the second EDF Board meeting, we foresee having an item looking specifically at the future of the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the framework of the new EU Parliament and Commission. 

How we will shape our campaign on the EU Disability Strategy

As well as calling for commitment to further actions under the strategy, we will also start preparing proposals for flagship initiatives and actions we want the Commission to work on between 2025 and 2030. 
We will base our proposals, to begin with, on points that have already been agreed upon in our 2024 EU election manifesto. We will also focus on actions that:
· build on progress already made in the first half of the strategy

· fill the gaps left by the actions carried out between 2021 and 2024
Following today’s discussion, we will draw up a more detailed list of actions, with explanations of each proposal. By March we plan to have the draft proposals ready. We will then carry out a wide consultation among EDF members and partners as we did in preparation for the first half of the strategy. We will also carry out an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the strategy so far.
Proposals for future actions in the Disability Strategy
Flagships initiatives

· European Agency for Accessibility

· Disability Employment and Skills Guarantee

· Social security coordination and portability of disability related support for persons with disability 
· EU Deinstitutionalisation Strategy

· Update of Passengers’ Rights Regulations

· Europe-wide survey on violence against persons with disabilities

· EU Regulation on Accessible Product Labelling

Other actions

· New legislation to guarantee the availability and affordability of assistive technologies

· Comparing national disability assessment procedures and proposing common European measures in order to strive for alignment with the CRPD
· Recommendations on compatibility between disability allowance and other forms of income

· Data collection on people living in institutions

· Recognition of national sign languages as part of the multilingual EU

· Europe wide study on the extra cost of living of persons with disabilities

· Copyright exemptions to allow for more cultural works to be adapted in accessible formats
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