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DOC-EXEC-24-01-07     
International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action update
                        Document for information and questions
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Executive Committee on our work in international cooperation and humanitarian action. In particular, you are provided with an overview of the following:
· Our participation at the UN Conference on Climate Change (COP28), 

· The European Regional Summit on International Cooperation, 
· The Sustainable Development Goals

· The Euro-Mediterranean Regional Agenda by the Union for the Mediterranean
· The War between Israel and Hamas and the impact on persons with disabilities 
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any feedback on your work or the work of EDF on international cooperation and humanitarian action?
· Is there other actions you think EDF should be taking? 
Introduction 

EDF’s international cooperation team is dedicated to influencing global EU policies, executing impactful projects such as the Ukraine program, and leading/supporting key initiatives in various fields. This document delves into significant events and overarching themes, with a particular focus on the strides we made in climate action, the collaboration around the Mediterranean region, the preparation for the European Regional Summit on International collaboration, and advocacy efforts in response to the pressing issues faced by persons with disabilities. 
Climate action

EDF participated in COP28 (UN Conference on Climate Change) with the objective of bringing the perspective of disability-inclusion at the negotiations table. We participated in several aspects of the summit and learned more about the functioning of COP 28 and the decision-making processes. COP28 has shown some improvements regarding accessibility for participation. However, there are many shortcomings. As an example, 80% of States Parties to the Paris Agreement do not include any reference to persons with disabilities in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Overall, the result of the advocacy effort at COP 28 was positive, the COP first ever ‘global stock-take’ explicitly refers to persons with disabilities by acknowledging that Parties should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective obligations on human rights, including the rights of persons with disabilities. The same reference is included in the Just Transition Work Programme and Loss and Damage Fund. 

EDF left COP 28 with new ideas and renewed energy for our work on climate action and disaster risk reduction. Successes in summary: 
· Developed policy paper together with IDA and partners. 

· Met accessibility team of COP28 and host country in advance. 

· Influenced outcome documents. 

· Felt a real groundswell and team spirit this time within the disability caucus significantly greater and more diverse than at previous COPs (estimated more than 50 people in the disability community from Europe, Americas, Africa and Asia, as well as online participation). 

· Became better known by other constituencies and learned more about them. 

· More media coverage than before. 

The next Climate Conference COP29 will be in Azerbaijan, and this will be a priority for our team to influence the processes around it since it is on European soil. 
Another key problem is EDF does not have specific funding for this work. Our Delegation to the conference (Nadia Hadad, Gordon Rattray and Giulia Traversi) was funded by a small grant from a Foundation. We also do not have anyone to work on the regular policy work here, or EDFs own sustainability work. This is a priority for the International Cooperation team and the Funding and Grants Manager. 

Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation

The governments of Germany and Jordan are preparing with IDA for the 3rd Global Disability Summit (GDS) in April 2025. Under the auspices of the GDS, EDF is preparing the 2nd European Regional Summit on International Cooperation. It will be in November 2023 in Berlin, Germany. We are working with the German government and the German Disability Council. EDF is also involved in the Civil Society Reference Group (CSRG) of the GDS. We will contribute to support the preparation of the Civil Society Forum, which will precede the GDS. In preparation for the regional summit and the GDS, EDF is leading a European consultation to identify what the priorities are for persons with disabilities and OPDs. In February, we will launch a survey and a toolkit, while online meetings will be organised. 

Euro-Mediterranean Regional Agenda by the Union for the Mediterranean
The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) just launched the new EUROMED Regional Agenda on the Socio-Economic Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in the Mediterranean region. The launch was at the 2nd Conference on Disability organised by the UfM and the ONCE Social Group, with the support of the Jordanian Higher Council for the Rights of Persons of Disabilities, and in collaboration with the Arab Organisation of Persons with Disabilities (AOPD) and EDF. It was the 23rd and 24th January 2024 in Jordan, with the presence of Yannis Vardakastanis (representing both the European Economic and Social Committee and EDF), Sara Rocha (the Vice-Chair of EDF Women’s committee) and Marion Steff. 
EDF contributed greatly to the preparation of the Regional Agenda, providing expertise during various consultations and events. At the conference, the participants defined spaces for joint action towards the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the region. More information will be available in the coming months. For information, the UfM is an intergovernmental organisation gathering 43 Euro-Mediterranean Member States, based in Barcelona. 

Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory- the war between Israel and Hamas and the impact on persons with disabilities
From the outbreak of the war, EDF was in touch with the EUs humanitarian office sharing what information we had on the situation of persons with disabilities. We contributed to IDAs global statement on protection and inclusion of persons with disabilities. We share information we received directly from the Arab Organisation of Persons with Disabilites and DPOs in Gaza.

EDF wrote an official letter to Ursula Von Der Leyen, President of the European Commission and Josep Borrel, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Policy and Security Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, regarding the situation of persons with disabilities in Gaza. We sent them a letter highlighting that persons with disabilities are among the first to lose their lives or to be left behind during conflicts and humanitarian crises and asked the EU to act as a global leader in disability rights, and to uphold the rights of persons with disabilities. The letter was sent the 12th December and we have not received a response to this date (17th January 2024). 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

EDF had been active for many years advocating at the EU level for disability inclusion in the SDGs; we actively participated in the SDG watch and took part on the SDG voluntary review processes in New York. However , since the start of the recent commission, the EU has been less driven by SDGs, and EDF has focused its international cooperation advocacy on EU priorities and processes where we see a direct impact on EU policies and programmes. 

For information, the High-Level Political Forum will be in New York from the 8th July to the 17th July 2024. The theme will be "Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions”. The European countries being reviewed to see how they are nationally achieving the SDGs are: Armenia; Austria; Azerbaijan; Estonia; Georgia and Spain. The Stakeholder Group of Persons with Disabilities led by IDA is following the global discussions, and EDF will be available to support any member interested, but we will not proactive arrange any activities in new york for the voluntary reviews over the summer. For the next SDGs, IDA is the leading organisation for international advocacy. EDF will continue to monitor how the SDGs are used at EU level.
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