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Constitutional review for EDF
Document for consultation with EDF membership on the introduction of term limits in the EDF Executive Committee
Purpose of this document
Since the AGA in 2021 EDF has been engaging in a constitutional review process, through the workings and proposals of the Constitutional Working Group, and a series of discussions in the Governing bodies- at each Executive Committee meeting, each Board meeting and at the Annual General Assembly (AGA). At the Board meeting on November 27th online, the Board voted on options proposed for changes to EDF statutes.  This document presents the proposals adopted by the Board. 
Please send any comments or feedback you have on this to catherine.naughton@edf-feph.org by January 12th with Constitutional Review as the Subject of the email. 
The Board in March will review potential changes to the text of the statutes that will be then sent to you for adoption at the 2024 Annual General Assembly. 
What happened since the General Assembly Resolution in Athens? 
· A constitutional working group was formed, with an open call for applications from the Board
· All options and issues were discussed by the Constitutional Working Group
· Each executive committee, and each Board meeting, and the 2022 AGA discussed our options and priorities
· A members ship study was conducted and a report on members views written and assessed
· Legal advice was sought on our options under Belgian law
It has been decided through this extensive process, that EDF can introduce term limits for the Executive Committee and all of its officers. The limits are proposed to maintain expertise, provide stability, but also to create opportunities for renewal in the executive committee.  
The proposals for changes to the EDF constitution respect very well the input from our members survey. 

Here are he proposals for changes to the EDF statutes

· EDF will introduce term limits for the Executive Committee and all its members , and the President 
· Each Executive committee member can be elected for 3 terms, this means a total of 12 years in the executive committee, consecutively 
· Executive committee members may stand for election again after taking a break from a previous fully completed mandate  
· These changes would only come into place at the next elections in 2026 and the limit on mandates will only apply from 2026 onwards 
· An executive member who has been 12 years in the executive committee may stand for election as president 
· These term limits will not apply to Board members. 
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