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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination

Annex 1 - Update on ongoing activities at UN and international level

Human Rights Committee meeting – 15 March 2024
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Updates on CRPD Committee 
Country review in 2024
The CRPD Committee will review the following countries in 2024:

· 4-22 March 2024 – 30th session: State review of Sweden
· 25-28th March 2024 – 19th pre-sessional working group: List of issues on Bosnia and Herzegovina, Monaco (postponed), and Moldova (postponed). List of issues prior to reporting of Cyprus (postponed)
· 12 August-6 September 2024 – 31st session: State for review of Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands and Ukraine.
We continue to support members together with the International Disability Alliance for the review of their countries. We also submit information notes to the CRPD Committee on European issues. The last information note was sent early February 2024 to the Committee. 
We are planning an online training for members on the 2025 CRPD and CEDAW review of their country in October 2024. 
EU review 

The Committee adopted the List of issues prior to reporting on the EU in April 2022. EDF was active in the process, including by sending an alternative report and participating in private meetings with the Committee and the Rapporteur for the EU. 
In April 2023, the EU submitted its reply to the list of issues. 

The formal dialogue between the CRPD Committee and the EU, and adoption of Concluding observations, are foreseen for March 2025.

Activities and timeline

Written submissions 

We will update its written submissions to the CRPD Committee. The deadline for submissions is expected to be end of January 2025. However, in order prepare the Easy-to-Read format of the document, we plan to adopt the final main alternative report by end of November 2024. 

The documents we plan to update are:

· EDF main alternative report: the document will be updated and will include suggested recommendations for the CRPD Committee’s concluding observations. The update will be led by EDF Secretariat. EDF members, Board and Women’s and Youth Committees will be actively involved and consulted.

· Joint submission on international cooperation and humanitarian action: the document will be updated with partners. This will be led by EDF international cooperation team.
· Joint briefing on equality and intersectionality: the document will be updated with partners (equality networks), as well as with the EDF women’s and youth committees. This will be led by EDF Human Rights Policy Coordinator.

· Submission of the EU CRPD Monitoring Framework: as member of the Framework (and chair for 2024), EDF will request an update of the 2022 submission. This is to be confirmed. 

Consultation with and support to EDF members in the EU review process 

We will consult its members in each stage of the process. 

We also will support our European members who want to submit their own reports to the Committee and send their own representative(s)/delegation for the review in Geneva. 

To do so: 

· We will present and give an update of the EU review activities in each 2024 ENGO meeting. In the first meeting on 25th of January, we made a general presentation about the timeline and activities related to the EU review and seek feedback from European members on their needs. 

· We discuss our plan and activities in the Human Rights and Non-Discrimination Committee meeting of March. 
· We will have a session on the EU review in its fall Board meeting. The objective of the session will be to discuss and approve the key priorities for the review and the final main EDF alternative report. 

To coordinate input and plan participation in the process EDF Secretariat will create a task force (mailing list) with the ENGOs who will actively participate in the EU review.

Preparation for the in-person review in Geneva 

We will prepare for the in-person meetings part of the EU review process. In March 2025, there will be a private meeting for civil society organisations with the CRPD Committee. We will also request informal meetings with experts of the CRPD Committee.

We will request a first meeting with the rapporteur(s) in December 2024, to informally present the report and collect questions the Committee’s expert(s) may have. 

It is also important to note that in 2025, some new committee members may start their mandate following committee’s election in June 2024. To inform them about the EU, we will prepare a short booklet on “How the EU work and implementation of the CRPD”. 
Next Committee elections

In 2024, 9 out of the 18 committee members will be elected to the CRPD Committee. The elections will take place during the 17th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP) on 11-13 June 2024. 
The International Disability Alliance provides very useful information on its dedicated webpage.

The steps of the process are the following:

· Early December 2023, the CRPD Committee Secretariat will send a note verbale to State Parties to the UNCRPD to request nominations of candidates to the CRPD Committee

· 11 April 2024 is the deadline for nominations by States Parties.

· 11 to 13 June 2024: Elections at the 17th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD.

From Europe, there are to known candidates from Georgia and the EU. This will be presented at the Board meeting. 
Other UN Treaty Bodies, including CEDAW Committee

Committee on Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
In 2024, the following European countries are foreseen for review by the CEDAW Committee:

· 29 Jan – 16 February 2024 – 87th session: State review of Italy and Greece
· 19-23 February 2024 – 89th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Cyprus
· 13-31 May 2024 – 88th session: State review of Estonia and Montenegro
· 3-7 June 2024 – 90th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Malta
· 30 September – 18 October 2024 – 89th session: State review of the Netherlands
· 21-25 October 2024 – 91th pre-sessional working group: List of issues prior to reporting on Austria
Information on all sessions and all countries for review. 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

In 2024, the CESCR will review the following European countries: 

· 12 Feb – 1 March: State review of Ireland, Romania and Sweden 

· 4 – 8 March: List of issues on Georgia
· 9 – 27 September: State review of Albania, Cyprus, Iceland and Poland 

· 30 September – 4 October: List of issues on North Macedonia
Information about all CESCR sessions. 
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

Between January and May 2024, the CRC Committee will review the following European countries: 

· 15 January – 2 February: State review of Lithuania

· 5 – 9 February: List of issues on Armenia, Estonia, Georgia and Slovakia
· 6 – 24 May: State review of Armenia, Estonia and Georgia
Information about all CRC Committee sessions. 
Committee Against Torture (CAT)

The CAT has not yet published the countries for review in 2024.
Information about all CAT Committee sessions. 
Human Rights Committee (HRC)
In March 2024, the Human Rights Committee will review Serbia and the United-Kingdom and Northern Ireland. It will adopt list of issues prior to reporting on Azerbaijan. 
Information about all Human Rights Committee sessions. 
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