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EDF Committee on Human Rights and Non-Discrimination

Annex 3 - Discussion on legal support and strategic litigation for national advocacy
Human Rights Committee meeting – 15 March 2024
Document for information
Introduction

Pro bono legal services and strategic litigation are sometimes used by civil society organisations as ways to achieve legal and policy changes at a wider scale. 

EDF has currently no strategy or specific additional capacity to support its members when it comes to strategic litigation. In the past, we have submitted third party intervention to cases of the European Court of Human Rights at the request of members, and have share information on strategic litigation in our Your Rights in the EU toolkit and Enforcement toolkit (to be published at the EDF General Assembly). 

We have used pro bono legal services in our policy and internal work, for example to advise us and policy makers on compliance of a Commission’s proposal with the human rights framework or find argument when it comes to legal basis of our demand (i.e. for the ban on forced sterilisation by the EU). 

Discussion on how to support EDF’s membership
In our Enforcement toolkit we give information on tools to support judicial enforcement, including: European small claims procedure, pro bono legal services, strategic litigation and collective (or class) action. 
In the future EDF could find capacity to continue supporting members when it comes to judicial enforcement by: 

· Organising a training on judicial enforcement 

· Developing enforcement strategy in connection to the topic of the yearly EDF Human Rights Report 

· Connecting interested EDF members with law firms for strategic litigation and pro bono legal support 

Questions for members

· Does your organisation use strategic litigation or other judicial enforcement strategy for advocacy and national changes? 

· Which barriers do you face trying to use judicial enforcement? 

· How do you think EDF could support you when it comes to legal support? 
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