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[bookmark: _Hlk108696134]Board Meeting and Conference
16th and 17th March 2024
Brussels, Belgium

Venue: Thon Hotel EU
Address: Wetstraat/Rue de la loi 75, 1040 Brussels
Telephone: +32 2 204 39 11

THURSDAY, 14TH MARCH


Arrival members of the Executive Committee

FRIDAY, 15TH MARCH


All day - Arrival of elected Board members 

09:00 – 13:00 	Executive Committee meeting	Room: France
13:00 – 14:30	Lunch break (for Executive Committee members)
14:30 – 16:30	Finance Committee Room: Italy
16:30 – 18:30	Parallel meetings of Committees
· Human Rights and Non-Discrimination Committee Room: Germany
· Social Policy and Inclusion Committee Room: France






SATURDAY, 16TH MARCH
Room: Belgium
08:45 – 09:30	Registration and welcome of participants
09:30 – 10:00 	Official opening and keynote speeches
· Bart Verdickt, Board member of the Belgian Disability Forum 
· Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the European Disability Forum 
· Karine Lalieux, Belgian Minister for Pensions and Social Integration, in charge of Persons with Disabilities, Combatting Poverty and Beliris 
· Katarina Ivankovic-Knezevic, Director for DG Employment, European Commission
10:00 – 11:30	Panel discussion: Towards a Union of Equality 
EDF and equality networks at the EU level, reflect with the audience, on progress in equality during this Commission mandate, and what remains to be done to ensure a true Union of Equality. 
Moderator: Gunta Anca, EDF Vice President
· Nena Georgantzi, Human Rights Manager, Age Platform Europe
· Jone Elizondo-Urrestarazu, Senior Legal and Policy Officer, Equinet
· Kim Smouter, Executive Director, European Network Against Racism
· Marine Uldry, Human Rights Coordinator, EDF
· Katrin Hugendubel, Advocacy Director, ILGA Europe
Conclusions and next steps: Catherine Naughton Executive Director, EDF

11:30 – 12:00	Coffee break
12:00 – 13:00	Conference EDF new strategy in a changing world 
Keynote inputs from EDF members on key priorities for the disability movement, in a changing context. 
Moderator: Pat Clarke, EDF Vice President 
Speakers
· Lydia Vlagsma, EDF Youth Committee
· Thorkild Olesen, DPOD- what do you know about societies attitudes and what can we do about it? 
· Pirkko Mahlamaki, EDF Womens Committee 
· Bart Verdickt, Belgian Disability Forum
· Macel Bobeldijk, European Federation of Hard of Hearing
13:00 – 14:30	Lunch break
14:30 – 16:00	Board Session 1
1. Adoption of the Board agenda 
2. President and Executive Committee report (DOC-BOARD-24-03-01)
3. EDF Strategy Development
4. Elections to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
· European Union Candidate: Inmaculada Placencia Porrero 
· Georgia Candidate: Giorgi Dzneladze
5. Policy updates (DOC-BOARD-24-03-02)
6. [bookmark: _Hlk159328270]European Disability Card and Parking Card (DOC-BOARD-24-03-03)
16:00 – 16:30	Coffee Break
16:30 – 18:00	Board Session 2
7. Constitutional review (DOC-BOARD-24-03-04)
8. Passengers’ Rights (DOC-BOARD-24-03-05)	
9. European elections 2024 (DOC-BOARD-24-03-06)
10. EDF Position Paper on the Transition from Institutions to Community-based Services and Independent Living (DOC-BOARD-24-03-07)
18:00			End of the meeting and free evening

SUNDAY, 17TH MARCH

Room: Belgium
09:00 – 11:00	Board Session 3
11. Update from the Human Rights committee (DOC-BOARD-24-03-08)
12. Update from the Social Policy committee (DOC-BOARD-24-03-09)
13. EDF finances (DOC-BOARD-24-03-10)
14. Membership update (DOC-BOARD-24-03-11)
15. Women’s Committee Update (DOC-BOARD-24-03-12)
16. Youth Committee Update (DOC-BOARD-24-03-13)
11:00 – 11:30	Coffee Break
11:30 – 13:30	Board Session 4
17. [bookmark: _Hlk112848137]International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action (DOC-BOARD-24-03-14)
18. [bookmark: _Hlk152594040]European and Global Disability Summits (DOC-BOARD-24-03-15)
19. European Disability Strategy (DOC-BOARD-24-03-16)
20. Any other business
· Update on EU Presidencies 
21. Evaluation of the Board
13:30 			End of the Board meeting

14:00 – 15:30 	Meeting for EDF national councils, on the EDF strategy Room: Italy
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