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DOC-BOARD-24-03-03
European Disability Card and Parking Card
                                             Document for information 
Purpose of this item
To inform the Board about the Directive proposing a European Disability Card and a European Parking Card following the provisional agreement of the EU institutions.
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any questions about the Disability Card or the Parking Card?

Introduction 

The Disability Card will come! This was agreed by the EU institutions on 8 February, concluding the negotiations and paving the way for a real European Disability Card. As this is EDF’s top priority policy file at the moment and we are following the procedure closely, we will give a summary of what the final text contains and what this means for the Disability movement.
State of play of the proposal(s)

1. Proposal for a Disability Card and a Parking Card

In general, when we speak about the “Disability Card proposal”, we mean this one. This is the original proposal with main content. The second proposal only extends the scope of this first proposal to third country nationals. However, we will explain some details about the second proposal below because it is also important.

The European Commission proposal for the Disability Card Directive was published on 6 September 2023. On 27 November 2023 the Council reached its agreement for a position, and on 11 January 2024 the Parliament voted on its position. After that, the three main EU institutions Commission, Parliament, and Council entered inter-institutional negotiations. There were only two of these “Trilogue” meetings and a provisional agreement on the text was reached in record time.  The main points compared to the original Commission proposal are:

While the European Disability Card will not meet all the demands of the disability movement, we welcome its many positive points, especially:

· Inclusion of transport services, even if some exceptions will apply.

· Inclusion of provisions to access support when taking part in EU Mobility Programmes.

· The European Disability Card will be issued and renewed free of charge.

· EU-level website and national websites with information on the Card.

· Safeguards to protect the Cardholders’ privacy.

· That Member States can decide to extend the use of the Card to longer stays.

· In addition, we achieved a commitment from the European Commission to further explore remaining gaps related to the free movement of persons with disabilities, such as the portability of disability-related support when moving to another EU country.

However, we are disappointed that some of our demands were not included:

· Temporary access to disability support and allowance when persons with disabilities move to work and study abroad. As it is, persons with disabilities might not have access to support while undergoing lengthy “reassessment” processes. The European Disability movement will continue its fight for full freedom of movement.

· EU funding to support the actual implementation of the Cards by the Member States.

· We are also disappointed that an exception was made that will allow us to exclude some specific services in case the special access or discounts provided are dependent on additional assessments.

Regarding the European Parking Card, we are glad that is being strengthened through:

· A clear timeframe for how long public authorities can take to deliver the Card to avoid long waiting times.

· Possibility to include digital features to prevent fraud, such as QR Code.

· Inclusion of Braille on the physical card.

Of course, the result of the negotiations is always a compromise text. We would have liked a more ambitious text but considering the strong political will to finalize the law and the extraordinarily short time frame, we are very happy with the final result. 

The European Parliament will still have to vote on adopting the Directive in their final Plenary session in April before the EU elections. However, as the content has already been agreed by the Council and the relevant Committee in the Parliament, we do not foresee any problems there. 

Once the text has been voted, it will be published in the Official Journal of the EU and officially adopted. 

2. Proposal to extend the scope of the proposal for a Disability Card and a Parking Card to third country nationals

This proposal is discussed separately to the main proposal and because it was published later, it has reached an agreement (General Approach) in the Council on 20 February. The content of the agreement supports that Third Country Nationals who are resident in the EU are eligible for the Disability Card, but it unfortunately also confirms that Ireland and Denmark will not apply this legislation. 

Ireland and Denmark are exempt from applying the legislation because they negotiated special protocols to the Treaties on this topic. Since this is part of the EU Treaties which are similar to a constitution, legally this cannot be challenged. In the case of Denmark the opt-out is definite, but for Ireland there could still theoretically be an opt-in – however, as they confirmed in the Council position, Ireland will choose NOT to opt in. 

We are working with our national members to try and assure that Ireland opts-in and that at least in national transposition those Member States can participate. Since this is a very sensitive and political issue, we are not sure we will be successful but we will try for sure.

In the European Parliament, the proposal was voted in the Committee on Civil Liberties (LIBE) on 22 February. At the time of writing, we did not analyse the final report yet, but it is to assume that the position is favourable as the draft report event tried to extend the scope of the proposal. 
In terms of procedure, it is not sure if the proposal can still be adopted in the April plenary session of the European Parliament together with the original proposal, which would be the last plenary before the EU elections. Additional time is needed for the inter-institutional negotiations (Trilogues) and translation of the agreement. 
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