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DOC-BOARD-24-03-06
European elections 2024
                       Document for information and discussion  
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an update on recent news about the EU elections and EDF campaign towards it. The objectives and proposals included below were discussed and agreed by the EDF Board last November.
Questions for the Board
· Do you agree with the list of actions below and how they are planned and conducted so far?

· Is there any other action EDF secretariat can carry out to support EDF members in their campaigns towards the 2024 European elections?

· Do you agree to replace the Disability Card for the Update of the EU Disability Strategy in the top 10 political demands from our Manifesto?

Introduction 

The elections to the European Parliament will take place from 6 to 9 June 2024. The European Parliament will cease its activities at the end of April so it is expected that May will be the most active month regarding the EU Parliament elections at national level.

Nevertheless, during these upcoming weeks, the internal discussions will intensify at national level to create the list of candidates and adopt the programme for the EU elections, despite some EU countries already have their candidates’ lists ready.

At EU level, the European political parties are already launching their political programmes, as well as the campaign of their lead candidate in the EU elections (also known as Spitzenkandidaten). 
The European People’s Party (EPP) is organising its congress in Bucharest on March 6th and 7th. The current President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, will be appointed as the EPP lead candidate, as she confirmed her willingness for a second mandate.

The Party of European Socialists (PES) congress is in Rome on March 2nd. The current Commissioner for Jobs and Inclusion, Nicolas Schmit from Luxembourg will be its lead candidate.

The ALDE party (liberals) will organise their congress in Brussels on March 20th and 21st. It is not clear who will be their lead candidate.

And the European Greens already organized their Congress in Lyon from February 2nd to 4th, and they appointed two lead candidates: current MEPs Terry Reintke (Germany), and Bas Eickhout (Netherlands).

It is worth remembering that even if a candidate is presented as such, it is the prerogative of Member States to nominate a different person as the Commission’s president. This is what happened in 2019 with Ursula von der Leyen. She was not proposed in advance but came up as an alternative to the lead candidates. 

According to the most recent polls, it is most likely that the EPP will remain first political party (171 MEPs), followed by Socialists and Democrats (141), the far right (91 MEPs), liberals (82 MEPs), conservatives (78 MEPs), and Greens (42 MEPs). Source: POLITICO Poll of polls (you can also check by country). 

If the polls are confirmed, this means that the pro-European political groups will still be a majority in the European Parliament. However, the conservative bloc will increase its weight and it may be more difficult to pass more social or environmental policy files.

Finally, whereas it is expected that Ursula von der Leyen will have a second term, there is information that the post for President of the European Council will be allocated to the Social-democrat family, with the expectation that then the post of High-Representative (essentially the EU’s foreign affairs minister) be allocated to the liberal family.
EDF campaign

The goals of our campaign are:

· The proposals of the EDF Manifesto are included in the political agenda of the EU.

· The campaigns of the EU institutions, political parties & candidates are accessible.

· There is an increased number of elected officials with disabilities.

Actions:

Political campaign:

· Meetings with political parties and lead candidates: EDF President met with the Secretary General of ALDE party. We will request meetings with lead candidates as soon as they are confirmed.

· Contributions to political parties’ manifestos: EDF has contributed to the manifesto of the European Greens who started early a consultative process, and has participated in consultative meetings of Renew Europe parliamentary group (and ALDE as its main political party), and the Party of European Socialists.

· Template letter for EDF members to national parties: done.

· Leaflet and short videos with the 10 top proposals from EDF Manifesto (see list at the end of this document): planned. 

· Professional video of the New Years Disability Intergroup reception: recording community and MEPs (including the call to reestablish the Disability Intergroup): recorded and being edited.

· Pledge for candidates to become MEPs: launched. See as annex of this document, and see in this link candidates who already endorsed it.

· Meetings with elected MEPs and political leaders of the European Parliament, Commission and Council: after elections.

· Campaign to re-establish the Disability Intergroup: after elections.

Accessible elections:

· Benchmarking the accessibility of the EU political parties’ websites and campaigns: in discussion with our member IAAP (International Association of Accessibility Professionals), they are identifying if they have capacity..

· Meeting with communication departments in EU institutions and political parties: ongoing. A meeting with ALDE communication was held. We also reached out to other parties.
· Update and disseminate EDF guidelines on accessible campaigns: done. EDF published its Accessibility checklist for elections communications and events. They were very well received by external partners too.

· Letter to EP President, Director-General for Communications and European Broadcasting Union about accessibility of EP information campaign and main lead candidate debate (if such debate happens): scheduled for March after lead candidates have been announced.

Political participation of persons with disabilities in 2024 EU elections

· EDF public statement related to the International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2023 calling for more candidates with disabilities in the upcoming elections: published and disseminated.

· Letters and meetings with political parties by EDF and EDF members: EDF sent out letters to the four political parties EPP, PES, ALDE and Greens, and have prepared a template letter which EDF members can use in their campaigns.

· Page on our website with information on the European Elections: published.

· Video explaining the reasons to vote on the European Elections focusing on issues of persons with disabilities.as the basis of a #DisabilityVote campaign: changed. We filmed activists instead, during the 31st January Disability Intergroup’s reception.

· Stories of candidates and voters: testimonials of persons with disabilities, regarding voting, standing as a candidate, accessibility of elected office and reason to vote (“why will you vote?”): ongoing. Read the stories.
· Interviews with politicians with disabilities at local, regional, and national level: ongoing.

· Potential portal on Accessible Voting in Europe – similar to AccessibleVoting.net or page in our website with overview of Voting Rights: cancelled due to lack of response from Microsoft with which we were exploring this idea. Instead, we will update the information on our Human Rights Report on political participation to give visibility to recent progress on political participation at national level (e.g. Luxembourg, Slovenia, and Greece). Additionally, EDF secretariat published summaries to the European Commission Recommendation and Guide on inclusive practices for political participation of persons with disabilities (now available in accessible formats in all EU languages) – published in December, as well as the OSCE recommendations on this matter.

· Users’ photos about their experiences: on election day.

On social media we will use the hashtag: #DisabilityVote.

Additionally, we will also hold meetings to give updates to our European members, and at the upcoming General Assembly in Slovenia and Board in autumn, regarding our campaign towards the EU elections and the new Commission and Parliament.
Disability Rights Pledge

We recommend all EDF members to translate the pledge into their national language, and to promote it among candidates to the European Parliament elections. Please send the signed pledges to andre.felix@edf-feph.org so we can monitor which candidates are close to the disability movement. You can follow who signed the pledge in this webpage: https://www.edf-feph.org/pledge-for-candidates-in-the-eu-elections-2024/ 
Having this information will help us to quickly identify who are our allies in the new European Parliament after the elections, re-establish the Disability Intergroup, and encourage them to get involved in the non-concluded policy files.

Please find the pledge as annex to this document.
Top 10 proposals EDF Manifesto

1. Ensure that all persons with disabilities have the right to vote and the right to stand as candidates in European elections.

2. Ensure strong services focusing on disability rights in EU Institutions: a new Directorate-General for Equality and Fundamental Rights in the European Commission under the leadership of the Commissioner for Equality; a Disability Committee in the European Parliament; an Equality Configuration in the Council.

3. Update the European Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with further flagship initiatives and actions for the years 2025-2030.

4. Create a new European agency for accessibility.

5. Introduce stronger legislation to protect the rights of persons with disabilities as passengers, notably the prohibition of denied boarding to flights and fair compensation when mobility equipment is lost or damaged during travel.

6. Establish a Disability Employment and Skills Guarantee to boost the participation of persons with disabilities in the open labour market.

7. Further protection for women and girls with disabilities, including the prohibition of forced sterilisation.

8. Support Ukrainians with disabilities inside and outside Ukraine, and make sure the EU’s contribution to the reconstruction of Ukraine builds a more inclusive country for persons with disabilities.

9. Introduce legislation to guarantee the availability and affordability of assistive technologies for persons with disabilities.

10. Ensure the next EU Budget fully supports de-institutionalisation and independent living for persons with disabilities and ensures disability inclusion in the Green and Digital transition.
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