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DOC-BOARD-24-03-11
Membership Update
                  Document for information discussion and decision 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to present the new membership applications and for the Board to decide whether they will be accepted or not. The membership and credentials committee meet on March 4th online, and support the proposals made here in the document.  

Decisions for the Board 
· Do you agree to accept the European Spinal Cord Injury Federation as an associate member?
· Do you agree to accept the Union of Organisation of Persons with Disabilities of Bosnia and Herzegovina as an observer member?
· Do you agree to accept Newcomers with disabilities in Sweden as an associate member?
Introduction 

The EDF secretariat has received three complete membership applications. The Membership and Credentials Committee have analysed them on March 4th and issued recommendations for each of them.
The Membership and Credentials Committee recommends the Board to accept each of the these organisations for the membership category they are recommended for. Below each of the three organisations are introduced.  
The European Spinal Cord Injury Federation (ESCIF)  

The European Spinal Cord Injury Federation (ESCIF) is the European organisation of national self-help Spinal Cord Injury organisations working to safeguard and promote the interests of people with Spinal Cord Injury.
The organisation is composed of 33 members coming from 28 European Countries. There are 20 of these members in EU countries. The organisation is legally based in Switzerland. 

The vision of the organisation is that ESCIF member organizations are able to deliver the highest standard of services to the Spinal Cord Injury community (SCI).

The mission of the organisation is to provides customized support to European SCI organizations to improve the quality of life of people living with SCI.

ESCIF believes in equal opportunities, equal rights and in an inclusive world for all people.

The organisation has already been some years ago part of EDF and would like to join back the movement in order to reengage with the wider disability movement and to be involved in EU policy matters. 
For more information check ESCIF website.

The Union of Organisations of Persons with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
The Union of organizations of persons with disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina is an umbrella organization for organizations of persons with disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the purpose of developing and improving the position of persons with disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Union currently has 13 members. All types of disabilities are represented, and the entire territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina is covered. Some of objectives and activities of the Union are : connecting Union members in order to promote and protect human rights and freedoms; work on equalizing the basic rights of persons with disabilities based solely on the consequences of the disability, regardless of the circumstances of the disability; coordination of the work and activities of organizations that are members of the Union for the purpose of harmonizing positions and more efficient joint action in order to improve the status and protect the rights and interests of persons with disabilities; organizing and holding conferences, seminars, consultations, workshops, round tables and other educational contents with the aim of improving the organization.

The organisation has 13 members and EDF helped to its establishment in 2017 in the framework of a project. 

The organisations wishes to be part of the European movement of people with disabilities. They want to participate in advocacy and other activities at the EU level and implement EU policies regarding persons with disabilities in their country.
The country is a candidate for EU membership. 
Newcomers with Disabilities in Sweden

Newcomers with Disabilities in Sweden, is a disabled refugee led organisation. They help refugees and asylum seekers with disabilities navigate and integrate into Swedish society. They do this by engaging their target group in social activities (to help them break isolation),

two physical meetings every month with each meeting having a theme like how to navigate the job market in Sweden, which disability benefit they are entitled to, based on their migration status. They use storytelling as a means of advocacy. One of their focuses is to help the target group find an internship. Their vision is that Newcomers with Disabilities are regarded as a unique group and their needs are met during the whole inclusion process. Their mission is to empower newcomers with disabilities in Sweden and increase awareness of the conditions for asylum seekers and refugees with disabilities. Newcomers with Disabilities in Sweden (NWDIS) wants to foster collaboration, representation of refugees with disabilities’ voice within the EDF. Newcomers with Disabilities in Sweden will facilitate opportunities for newcomers with disabilities to exchange knowledge, and share best practices with other disability rights organisations, policymakers and stakeholders across Europe.

Our National Council in Sweden has no objection for their application and the organisation works already with some of our Scandinavian members.

For more information check the website of Newcomers with Disabilities in Sweden.
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