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DOC-BOARD-24-03-14
Update international cooperation and humanitarian action
                                    Document for information
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board members on our work in international cooperation and humanitarian action. In particular, you are provided with an overview of the following:
· Our new report called “EU in the world” 

· Our work on Disaster Risk Reduction and Humanitarian action 
· Our participation at the UN Conference on Climate Change (COP28), 

· Our work on the EU Human Rights Dialogues 

Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any questions or feedback? 
· Is there anything activities we can help with? 
Introduction 

EU in the world – new EDF report
In March 2024, EDF’s International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action team will also publish our first ‘EU in the World’ report. It outlines our contributions to EU external action activities including our impactful efforts to advance implementation of Chapter 6 of the "Union of Equality: Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030". Focusing on Articles 11 and 32 of the CRPD concerning humanitarian action and international cooperation, it gives a snapshot of our global work in 2023. 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Humanitarian action

On 14 December, EDF participated in an Action Oriented Dialogue on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), jointly organised by UN DRR and the government of Finland, in Helsinki. There were sessions on many topics, including accessible early warning systems. 
The main outcome of this event was a Joint Position Paper of Major Groups and other Stakeholders (including the disability stakeholder group), which will help guide discussions at the next European Forum for DRR in Montenegro in November 2024. EDF will take part. 
The European Commission and the Belgian Presidency of the Council have invited EDF to attend the European Humanitarian Forum 2024 (EHF24), which will take place on 18-19 March 2024 in Brussels. The EHF24 will focus on two main thematic strands: the humanitarian funding gap and prioritisation, as well as forgotten crises and fragile humanitarian environments. Gunta Anca will represent EDF as a panelist in the session 'Participation of local responders in designing humanitarian response', on the 19 March 2024. More information on the 2024 European Humanitarian Forum 
Climate action 

EDF participated in COP28 (UN Conference on Climate Change) with the objective of bringing the perspective of disability-inclusion at the negotiations table. We participated in several aspects of the summit and learned more about the functioning of COP 28 and the decision-making processes. COP28 has shown some improvements regarding accessibility for participation. However, there are many shortcomings. As an example, 80% of States Parties to the Paris Agreement do not include any reference to persons with disabilities in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

Overall, the result of the advocacy effort at COP 28 was positive, the COP first ever ‘global stock-take’ explicitly refers to persons with disabilities by acknowledging that Parties should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective obligations on human rights, including the rights of persons with disabilities. The same reference is included in the Just Transition Work Programme and Loss and Damage Fund. 

EDF left COP 28 with new ideas and renewed energy for our work on climate action and disaster risk reduction. 
Successes in summary: 
· Developed policy paper together with IDA and partners. 

· Met accessibility team of COP28 and host country in advance. 

· Influenced outcome documents as described above. 

· Felt a real groundswell and team spirit this time within the disability caucus significantly greater and more diverse than at previous COPs (estimated more than 50 people in the disability community from Europe, Americas, Africa and Asia, as well as online participation). 

· Became better known by other constituencies and learned more about them. 

The next Climate Conference COP29 will be in Azerbaijan, and this will be a priority for our team to influence the processes around it since it is on European soil. 

EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy: Human Rights Dialogues 
The EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024 is the third plan of the EU to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy, and the rule of law and the work of civil society organisations (CSOs) and human rights defenders worldwide, through all the EUs internal and external policies.
Within the framework of the Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy, the EU actively engages in human rights dialogues and consultations with over 50 countries, alongside participating in regional gatherings such as the Africa Union and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). These dialogues serve as pivotal mechanisms for implementing the EU's external human rights policy, as outlined in the Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy (2020-24).
Although the dialogues themselves occur at a very high-level, consultations with civil society actors (including NGOs, human rights defenders) are an essential element of the dialogues. Civil society actors can provide a clear picture of the domestic human rights situation and possible individual cases as well as technical expertise on specific topics. Recognizing the importance of civil society engagement with these dialogues, EDF has committed increased staff resources over the past few months to ensure disability representation. For example, in 2023 we actively engaged in consultation meetings and submitted written input in preparation for various EU human rights dialogues, including those concerning Armenia, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), India, Kuwait, Mexico, Moldova, the Philippines, Ukraine, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. Most recently, EDF together with the African Disability Forum submitted written input ahead of the EU-African Union human rights dialogue.

In January 2024, EDF’s International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action team, Executive Director and Deputy Director strategized EDF’s human rights dialogues engagement moving forward given it is not feasible for us to engage in all 50 dialogues every year. As a result, EDF updated our internal EU human rights dialogue and our planned levels of human rights dialogues engagement moving forward including:

· Level 1. EDF will always notify our network about upcoming dialogues in case any of our partners, members, or sister organizations are interested in engaging in the specific dialogue. If any OPD expresses interest in participating, EDF will support and facilitate their engagement.

· Level 2. If disability rights violations we know of are taking place in a country where EDF does not have any partners, EDF will email EU staff responsible for the specific dialogue and raise any disability rights concerns via email but will not attend consultation meetings.
· Level 3. In countries and regions where EDF has partners, members, sister organizations (such as the African Disability Forum, ASEAN Disability Forum, etc.), EDF will attend consultation meetings (without sister organization) and submit written input individually or with partner organization. 

· Level 4. Countries that are of high priority for EDF such as Ukraine, EDF together with partner OPD will attend any consultation meetings and provide written input to EU staff responsible for coordinating the human rights dialogue with partner OPD. 
For more information, please contact Erika Hudson, EDF International Cooperation Policy Officer, Erika.hudson@edf-feph.org. 
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