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DOC-BOARD-24-03-15
European and Global Disability Summits
                          Document for information and discussion
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Board about the Global Disability Summit 2025 as well as our work regarding the European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation in 2024.  

Questions for the Board 
· Do you have questions or comments regarding both Summits? 

· Do you know if your country will make commitments during the Global Disability Summit? Do you plan to advocate for your government to make commitments? 
Introduction 

Global Disability Summit

The Global Disability Summit (GDS) is an initiative of the International Disability Alliance. It was created in 2017 to convene global, regional, and national stakeholders that share the same goal and vision for disability inclusive development and humanitarian action. The Summit aims to bridge the gap between two arenas that are still separate: disability inclusion and development cooperation. 
The Global Disability Summit 2025 (GDS2025) builds upon the achievements of the two previous summits (2017 and 2022) and is co-hosted by the Governments of Germany and Jordan, alongside the permanent co-host the International Disability Alliance (IDA). The 
Summit is planned as an in- person event (with the possibility for virtual attendance) on 2nd-3rd April 2025 in Berlin. EDF is involved in the Civil Society Reference Group (CSRG) of the GDS. We contribute to support the preparation of the Civil Society Forum, which will precede the GDS.
European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation
Under the auspices of the GDS, EDF is preparing the 2nd European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation. It will be in November 2023 in Berlin, Germany. We are working with the German government and the German Disability Council to organise this regional Summit. 
The aim of the regional Summit will be to raise awareness and discuss with partners from the wider European region and Central Asia the importance of inclusive international cooperation and humanitarian action, with the collaboration of OPDs. We will address the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD to ensure comprehensive advancements in disability rights.
European engagement and advocacy

To support OPDs’ engagement and advocacy in the upcoming GDS2025 and European Regional Disability Summit, EDF has crafted a Toolkit designed to support EDF members and OPDs across larger Europe, including Central Asia.
The Toolkit consists of three main sections:

1. The first section provides essential background information on both summits.

2. The second section outlines EDF's role and initiatives, along with strategies for OPDs to engage effectively.

3. Lastly, the third section offers practical tools and innovative ideas to shape summit processes.

Furthermore, we have launched our new webpage dedicated to all the activities around the two Summits. You can visit it to stay updated on important developments, access resources, and engage in discussions surrounding these important events.
	

	


Consultations
In preparation for the regional Summit and the GDS, EDF is also leading a European consultation to identify what the priorities are for persons with disabilities and OPDs. In February, we launched a survey available in various languages. 
We also held the first workshop on the 28th February to provide OPDs based in Europe and Central Asia with in-depth insights into the forthcoming GDS2025 and the European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation. Participants heard more about the two events, learned about what they can do to influence their own governments and share their priorities in international cooperation and humanitarian action.
The next workshop is 26th March. Please join us. More information is be available in the members mailing. 
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