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 DOC-EXEC-24-03-02
European Cohesion Funds – Currently under review and next funding regulations
Document for information
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to inform the Executive Committee about the ongoing review of the current Multiannual Financial Framework (the EU budget) and to share what we have been able to learn about the next Financial Framework starting in 2028.
Questions for the Executive committee 
· Do you have any other information from your side on the next Multiannual Financial Framework that you would like to share with us? 

Review of the current Multiannual Financial Framework 
The current EU Multiannual Financial Framework runs until the end of 2027. The Commission is now in the process of evaluating the success of its current EU funding strands through open consultations. So far EDF has contributed to the review of the European Social Fund Plus and the EU Solidarity Corps. Further evaluations will follow for the other funding strands. 

Future Multiannual Financial Framework 2028-2034

There is little in the way of confirmed information about what to expect as of 2028. However, following some leaks under the Spanish Presidency of the EU, obtained by Civil Society Europe, there are a few things we must be vigilant about.

The first is that there are suggestions the budget for cohesion spending will be reduced after 2028. This is, in part, to make way for increased spending on the Ukraine Facility coming from the EU budget.

The other suggestion, and one that could impact EDF directly, is that the Citizens Equality Rights and Values programme (CERV), which is the source of EDF’s core funding, could also be reduced.
Civil Society Europe is expected to coordinate a joint response of civil society actors to voice strong concerns about the impacts these changes could have, particularly regarding CERV. 

Timing and next steps
The Commission’s proposals for the new funding regulations under the Multiannual Financial Framework 2028-2034 are likely to be released in 2025, to allow time for an agreement to be reached before the next funding period begins. 

Already in 2024 we can start advocating towards the Commission about what we want to see in the next funding regulations. This will be one of our key political messages when we request meetings with the new Commissioners.
Advocacy around the amount of money attributed to each funding strand will be very much in the hands of the Council, which is to say national governments. Therefore, advocacy to counter any reduction to CERV or to cohesion spending must be raised with the EU Member States directly. EDF plans to coordinate with its national members in order to do this.

Lastly, we will also work with the new European Parliament after the elections to increase the political pressure to the Commission, and later on to incorporate our proposals into the proposed Regulations laying down the conditions of the different funding programmes.
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