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EDF Executive Committee 2022-2026 Division of Responsibilities 
“Responsibilities in EDF work and representation in external bodies”

Names and contacts of the Executive members and their roles, adopted at the EDF executive committee meeting in Madrid, March 2024
The role of the Executive is defined in articles 22, 23 and 24 of the Statutes of EDF, as well as in the articles 12 of its Internal Rules. This document elaborates each person’s contact details, and their specific roles in relation to internal working groups, policy areas and external representation. 
	Yannis Vardakastanis
236 Eleftheriou Venizelou street, 163 41 Ilioupoli Attikis, Greece

Email1: communication@esaea.gr

Email2: eleni.vardakastani@gmail.com
Mobile phone: +30 6937157193

Home phone: + 30 1 6011602

 Office phone: +30 2109949837

Website of National Confederation of Disabled People Greece (NCDP): http://www.esaea.gr/
Twitter account and other social media: @IVardakastanis
	Role: EDF President 

· Responsible on the overall leadership of EDF;

· To chair the meetings of the General Assembly, the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee.

· To supervise, on behalf of the Executive Committee, the activities of the Secretariat;

EDF external representation in:

· To represent EDF at high level external meetings and events;
· EDF representative at EU and UN level;
· Executive Committee Focal point for Civil Society Europe 
· Disability Intergroup of the European Parliament.
· Focal point for the Euro-Mediterranean Disability Rights Network 

Policy areas: 

· All new emerging policy areas until they are allocated to another members
· European Structural Funds and Semester process.
· EU electoral reform and EU elections.



	Pat Clarke

Address:

Email: pat@patclarke.eu
Mobile phone: +353877092641
Website of European Down Syndrome Association: http://www.edsa.eu/
Social media:

https://www.twitter.com/edsaofficial/
https://twitter.com/PatClarkeDSi
	Role: EDF Vice President 
· To perform the duties of the President if the President is absent or unable to act.
· Oversight on Finance
Focal point:  EDF email expert group on Council of Europe
· Vice Chair of the EDF Committee on human rights and non-discrimination
· Person of trust for human resources issues for the secretariat

EDF external representation in:

· Council of Europe
· Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe – Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights  (ODIHR) Advisory Panel on the political participation of persons with disabilities
Policy areas:

· Political participation
· Inclusive Employment 
· Mental health and bioethics
· Legal capacity, and related issues such as the Hague Convention 
· Civil protection/disaster risk reduction

	Gunta Anca

Address:

Antonijas street 24, Riga1010, Latvia
Email: gunta.anca@gmail.com

Mobile phone: +371 29411488

Office phone: +371 590437

Website of the Latvian Umbrella Body for Disability Organisations: http://www.sustento.lv/
Social medias:

https://www.facebook.com/sustento.riga
https://twitter.com/SUSTENTO1
	Role:  EDF Vice President

· To perform the duties of the President if the President is absent or unable to act.

EDF external representation in:

· Work on human rights in Russian speaking countries in Europe and Ukraine
· Disability Platform
· European Civil Aviation Conference, Facilitation sub-group on PRM
Policy areas include: 
· Ukraine programme and advocacy
· Passenger’s rights, 
· Accessibility in transport 
· Accessibility of the built environment 
Focal point EDF expert groups on transport and build environment

	Ana Pelaez

Address

Calle Recoletos 1, Spain

Email: apn@once.es
Mobile phone: +34 6 30071945

Office phone: +34 914365385

Skype: 

CERMI’s website: www.cermi.es
Social medias:

https://www.facebook.com/Cermi-Estatal-338031889614106/
https://twitter.com/Cermi_Estatal
Linked in: https://es.linkedin.com/in/cermi-estatal-8ab39655
	Role:  Secretary 

Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF Membership and Credentials Committee;
· Supervision of the register of the minutes of the different Governing bodies;
· Monitoring of procedures followed by the Governing bodies are in compliance with the statutes and internal rules;

EDF external representation
· Disability Platform
· UN Commission on the Status of Women
Policy areas: 

· Ensuring that the rights of women, children and older people with disabilities is mainstreamed throughout EDFs work

· Sustainable Development Goals 

	Maureen Piggot

Address

24 Wellington Park, Belfast

Northern Ireland

Email : Maureen Piggot mpiggot12@gmail.com
Mobile phone: +44 7710257083

Skype: mpiggot

Website of Inclusion Europe: http://inclusion-europe.eu/
Social medias:

https://www.facebook.com/inclusioneurope

	Role EDF Treasurer

Responsible for:

· Chairing the EDF Finance Committee;
· Supervising the work of the Secretariat regarding financial matters in cooperation with EDF president and Vice President (Pat Clarke)
· Presentation of financial interim reports to the Board;
· Presentation of the final accounts for adoption to the Board and approval to the General Assembly;
· Supervising financially EDF’s involvement in projects.

Policy areas include: 
· Children with disabilities and early-childhood development and family support 
· Inclusive education
· De-institutionalisation
· People with high support needs

· Supporting the EDF secretariat in Safeguarding issues (reviewing our policy, staff training)

	Thorkild Olesen 

Member of the Executive Committee

Address: 

Danske Handicaporganisationer (DH)
Blekinge Boulevard 2, 2630 Taastrup, Danmark 

Mobil: +45 23 40 92 00

Hovedtelefon: +45 36 75 17 77 

Pressetelefon: +45 69 15 30 37

E-mail: to@handicap.dk
www.handicap.dk
Social media: @thorkild_olesen

	Member without portfolio.
EDF internal roles: 

· Focal point of the Standardisation email expert group.
Policy areas: 

· passengers rights 
· disability card and parking card 
· accessibility 
· Ukraine response and reconstruction
· International cooperation (engagement with African, capacity building of DPOs in the global south, UN advocacy and the SDGs)
· Substitute: Committee on Social Policy and Inclusion 


	Nadia Hadad

Member of the Executive Committee

Rue de l'Industrie 10, 1000 Brussels, Belgium

Email: nadiahad@hotmail.com
Mobile phone: +32/472.28.50.38

Skype: nadiahad1

Website of European Network on Independent Living: http://www.enil.eu/
Social medias:

https://www.facebook.com/ENILsecretaria/
https://twitter.com/enil_eu
	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Chair on Committee on Social Policy and Inclusion 
· focal of e-mail expert group on climate action and the EU Green Deal
EDF external representation in: 
· European Disability Expertise (EDE)
· Fundamental Rights Agency 
· Climate Conference-
Policy areas include: 

· Independent living 
· Research 
· International Cooperation
· Climate action, EU Green Deal and Just Transition
· Disaster Risk Reduction and Preparedness 

	Vera Bonvalot
Member of the Executive Committee

Addres: R.Dr.Antonio Martins 209  2765-194 Estoril

Email 1: vbonvalot@novamente.pt
Email 2:  vbonvalot@sapo.pt
Mobile phone: +351919437335
Website :   https://www.novamente.pt/
https://bif-ec.com/
Social Media:


	Member without specific portfolio

Roles: 

· Substitute for the youth committee, 
· Focal point for EDF email expert group on health
· Member of the membership and credentials committee
Policy areas: 
· Employment.
· Youth
· International cooperation
· People with high support needs 
· Deinstitutionalisation 

· Independent living 

· Independent monitoring of the CRPD

	Pirkko Mahlamaki

Member of the Executive Committee
Abraham Wetterin tie 11 B 14
00810 Helsinki
Email 1: pmahlamaki@gmail.com
Mobile phone: +358400544576


	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF women’s committee 
Policy areas include:

· Mainstreaming gender equality and women’s rights in EDF’s work
· Research issues
· Access to justice and victims’ rights
· Independent living 
EDF external representation in:

· European Women’s Lobby 

	Humberto Insolera

Member of the Executive Committee

Wetstraat 26/15, 1000 Brussels, Belgium (EUD Office)

Email 1: humberto.insolera@gmail.com
Email 2 : humberto.insolera@eud.eu
Mobile phone (only sms and whatsapp) :

EUD website: http://www.eud.eu

	Member without portfolio. 
Responsible for:

· Focal point for the Email expert group on ICT

· Focal point for the EDF youth committee

Policy areas include: 

· Accessibility and ICT and assistive technology 
· Youth policies.

· Culture, sport , recreation, and tourism.

	Klaus Lachwitz

Member of the Executive Committee

Address: Rossdorfer Straße 8,

D – 35085 Ebsdorfergrund – Rauischholzhausen

Germany

Email 1: Klaus.Lachwitz@Lebenshilfe.de
Email 2: Klaus.Lachwitz@outlook.de
Email 3: info@deutscher-behnidertenrat.de 

Website Deutscher Behindertenrat (German Disability Council):  http://www.deutscher- behindertenrat.de/

Mobile phone: +49 1736662281


	Member without portfolio.
Responsible for:

· Chair of the EDF committee on Human rights and non-discrimination
· Chair of the Constitutional Working Group 

External representation 

· EDF representative in IDA Board
· Global Disability Summit in Germany 
· UN CRPD Committee 
Policy areas include:

· Human rights

· Access to justice 


Board members following specific topics: Giampiero Griffo- Humanitarian Action
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