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DOC-AGA-24-05-01
Nomination of the scrutiny committee and election of Board members and Membership and Credential committee members
                              Document for information and decision 
Purpose of this item
Provide information on the elections taking place during the General Assembly. 
Questions for the delegates 

· Do you agree with the appointment of the scrutiny committee? 

· Is the election process clear to you?

· Do you have any questions for the candidates?

Introduction 

During the past year, one board member passed away, and another board member that was also member of the Membership and Credentials Committee has resigned as she is no longer working for her organisation. Thus there are two vacant places in the EDF board and one vacant place in the Membership and Credentials Committee. EDF statutes art.13.3 says that the vacancies must be filled in at the next General Assembly.

The following elections will take place:

· One seat for EDF board for members coming from National Councils.

· One seat for EDF board for members coming from European NGO full members.
· One seat for the EDF Membership and Credentials Committee for members coming from National Councils.
The scrutiny committee is made up of Delegates who are not running for election and members of the EDF staff. A call for Delegates who are interested was sent to Delegates and those responding will be appointed during the AGA formally. 

Introducing the candidates and who can vote

As indicated above there are three elections taking place following the EDF statutes Art.13.3 these will be:

Election 1. 1 seat in EDF Board of Directors for members coming from National councils. 

We elect a board member to fill the vacant place. To respect the composition of the Board of Administrators (Art. 20 of the statutes, we elect a member coming from our national councils.

Who will vote?

· All official delegates representing National Disability Councils

· All elected EDF Board members coming from National Councils

Who are the Candidates?

There was one candidate only for this position, who will be introduced below.

Victoria Biber

Representing the Austrian Disability Council (Der Österreichische Behindertenrat)
Check Victoria's Profile 
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Victoria Biber has studied law in Vienna, Linz (Austria) and Copenhagen (Denmark) and completed the international postgraduate Master Programme on Human Rights Law at the University of Vienna in 2022.

Since January 2024 she has been working in the International and European Department of the Austrian Disability Council in Vienna. She is, inter alia, responsible for all international and European policies including the coordination of the civic alternative reporting processes to the human rights bodies at the UN and the European level, with a specific focus on the CRPD and CEDAW.

Actively engaging in various working groups, e.g., International Development Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and EU funds, she advocates for the inclusion of persons with disabilities. Additionally, Victoria collaborates closely with national and local legal and social policy departments, ensuring timely responses to legislative drafts at the EU level in coordination with members and partner organisations. Victoria has been extensively involved in the complexities of the European Disability Card, demonstrating a keen interest in shaping policies that promote accessibility and inclusion for persons with disabilities across Europe.

Also, Victoria is responsible for overseeing the Austrian Disability Council´s membership in the Children´s Rights Network in Austria, ensuring the active participation and representation within the network's activities and initiatives.

How will we vote?

Via acclamation clapping hands as indicated in statutes art. 13.3.

Election 2 1 seat in EDF Board of Directors for members coming from European NGO full members. 
We elect a board member to fill the vacant place. To respect the composition of the Board of Administrators (Art. 20 of the statutes, we elect a member coming from our European NGO full members.
Who will vote?

· All official delegates representing European Full members. 
· All elected EDF Board members coming from European Full members.
Who are the Candidates?

There were 5 (five) candidates for this position, who will be introduced below.
Rui Coimbras

Representing  Cerebral Palsy – European Communities Association (CP-ECA)
Check Rui's profile
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Rui currently serves as a co-opted member of the EDF Board. He is the President of the Federation of Portuguese Cerebral Palsy Associations (FAPPC). Having been born with cerebral palsy, he studied Information Technology in Lisbon before working in both the public and private sectors. He is now an IT Solutions Architect for Softinsa/IBM and, as well as being co-author of a globally used computer tool, he has been closely involved in the creation of an Accessible voting System to allow any citizen, with any type of disability, to exercise their right to vote autonomously an secretly, which won a Zero Project Award in 2023.
André Cuenca

Representing European Federation of Parents of Hearing Impaired Children (FEPEDA)
Check Andrés profile
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André CUENCA was born in Saint-Cloud, Algeria, in 1955. He is French. André has been involved for more than 25 years in European, National, and local organisations of deaf and hard-of-hearing children and young people and their families. He knows very well the concerns of deaf and hard-of hearing, children and young people and their families. André is a member of the Board and the Executive Committee FEPEDA: European Federation of Parents of deaf and hard-of-hearing children, full member of EDF. He is the President of FEPEDA since April 2021.

FEPEDA has the goal to promote the rights of deaf and hard-of hearing children and young people for giving the opportunity to have an independent life in which they will be able to take their own decisions.

Tomislav Goll

Representing European alliance of Neuromuscular disorders associations (EAMDA)
Check Tomislav's profile
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Tomislav Goll, computer programmer, graphic designer, journalist, and musical editor, is EAMDA Secretary General, SDDH Vice president and member of the board (National Neuromuscular Association). He is also Vice president and member of the board of local Association for Neuromuscular disorder, Vice president of City Committee for persons with disability in Slavonski Brod, President of local Theatre – Slavonski Brod, Director and musical editor of Radio92FM community radio in Slavonski Brod, Croatia.

With more than 35 years of experience in local community and civil society, Tomislav Goll is not only a member, but he is also a founder of several associations.

In his work he was awarded several times: Winner of prestige Shaklee Award 2004. Highest USA Award for work with children with disabilities, Winner of County award 2006. As person of the year for all humanitarian work in civil society, particular care for persons with disability and promotion of credit and fame of Brodsko posavska County in country and international, Winner of third prize WHO (World Health Organization) photo contents in 2004. Digital photography of Down-syndrome boy – Faster than You, His designee of Poster “Bicycles” win international award in Campaign against women violation in 2001, and for web designee – Winner of prime Minister WEB 2005 awards for web portal of Croatian National Neuromuscular Association – highest web award in Croatia.

As a person with disability, with Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, his work was always development of civil society organizations, establishing partnerships among different sectors and promoting public participation in decision making.

Over the last 10 years he has been intensively involved in European integration, especially in relation to vulnerable persons.
Francisco Vañó
Representing International Federation of Persons with Physical Disability (FIMITIC) 

Check Francisco's profile
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Mr. Francisco Vañó Ferre has been involved with CSOs for more than thirty years. Since he became a wheelchair user in 1971, he has been collaborating with different areas regarding disability, including becoming a member, even as President, of the main associations in the Spanish sector of disability (ASPAYM, CERMI, PREDIF…).

He has been a representative in the Spanish Parliament for disability involved in the fight for the rights of people with all kinds of disability.

From 2004 to 2015, he was a member of the Spanish Commission for Social Affairs, for Integral Disability Policies, for International Cooperation, and the contact with the government for all the associations and federations to have voice. He has not only focused on physical disability, but has made great allies and partners in all kinds of associations around the country, and even around Europe, regardless of the type of disability they represent.

He is also a member of the Board of the Spanish Forum of Justice and Disability from the General Council of Judicial Power.
Stephanie Wooley

Representing European Network of (ex) Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (ENUSP) 

Check Stéphanie's profile
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Deputy Board member ENUSP (European Network of (Ex)Users and Survivors of Psychiatry)

Board member in charge of international relations Advocacy-France

Stephanie has been honoured to represent ENUSP as an EDF delegate and to assist our former and greatly regretted EDF Board member, Jolijn Santegoeds for several years. Stephanie has been involved in defending the cause of persons with mental health issues and psychosocial disabilities for over twenty years in France and on the European level. The impact of human rights, self-determination and autonomy on all of our communities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities, so highly valued by EDF, must be fully understood and our rights upheld together. With the support of EDF, Stephanie has actively fought against the draft protocol to the Oviedo Convention including several live meetings and advocacy sessions in Brussels and Strasbourg. She has been involved with ENUSP, as well as with MHE in Europe and on the home front in France to organise training sessions on our participation in the implementation of the UN CRPD, as well as collaborative parallel reporting and meetings with the CRPD Committee in connection with the reviews of France and the EU. She has also authored and co-authored articles on coercion-free and rights-based care and support and makes presentations at various national and European level events. In addition to an active volunteer life, Stephanie has a second life as a freelance legal translator and conference interpreter, and is passionate about communication. She would be very happy to continue to represent ENUSP within the EDF Board and contribute to reaching

EDF’s objectives.

How will we vote?

We will use Choice Voting an online voting platform that we have used in 2022 for all Governing Bodies elections. All delegates and board members will receive an e-mail, to the indicated e-mail address by them, with a link to the Voting ballot. The votes are anonymous, and secret as indicated in the Internal Rules. 
Elections 3: 1 seat in EDF Membership and Credentials Committee for members coming from National councils 

We elect a Membership and Credentials Committee member to fill the vacancy place. To respect the composition of the Membership and Credentials Committee (Art. 13.3 of the statutes, we elect a member coming from our national councils.

Who will vote?

· All official delegates 

· All elected EDF Board members 

Who are the Candidates?

There was one candidate only for this position, who will be introduced below.

Victoria Biber

Representing the Austrian Disability Council (Der Österreichische Behindertenrat)
Check Victoria's Profile 
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Consult Victoria’s Biography above or on the ling bring you to the EDF website.
How will we vote?

Via acclamation clapping hands as indicated in statutes art. 13.3.
Elections Results

The Elections are supervised by a Scrutiny Committee composed of 2 EDF staff and two delegates from the General Assembly not candidates for the elections. One will represent a National Council the other a European NGO, as set up in art. 13.3 of EDF statutes. After the break, the Scrutiny Committee will present the results of the elections. 
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