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   	DOC-AGA-24-05-03
Disability rights, peace and conflict resolution
                                     Document for decision
Purpose of this item
Giampiero Griffo, EDF Board Member, asked the participants of the Annual General Assembly (AGA) to endorse a new resolution on disability rights, peace and conflict. Giampiero Griffo shared the resolution from his organisation Disabled People’s International (DPI), which condemns all wars, promoting an inclusive and peaceful society (See annex 1).
In 2022, the AGA endorsed EDF Emergency Resolution calling for peace (see annex 2). In 2023, the AGA endorsed another resolution calling for inclusive and participatory response to ongoing humanitarian crises (see annex 3). This year, we adapted DPI’s resolution, calling also to end hostilities, find peaceful solutions and ensure immediate access to humanitarian action.    
Question for the delegates 
· Do you approve this new resolution? 
Resolution 
EDF’s resolution on Disability Rights, Peace and Conflict, 2024
Considering that the EU and all its Member States have ratified and are bound by the United Nations (UN) Conventions on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), with a particular emphasis on Article 11;

Having regard to States obligations under the Security Council Resolution on the protection of persons with disabilities in armed conflict (S/RES/2475(2019);

Recalling the importance of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Developments Goals, highlighting Goal Nr. 16 on Peace, Security and Strong Institutions;
The European Disability Forum wishes to bring attention again to humanitarian crises around the world and their continued disproportionate impact on persons with disabilities. In conflict situations, persons with disabilities are among the first to lose their lives and to be left behind, and at heightened risk of international humanitarian law and human rights violations. The mortality rate among persons with disabilities tends to be two to four times higher than among the general population in situations of conflicts and natural disasters. These effects are multiplied for people who experience intersecting forms of discrimination, including women, children, older persons, and indigenous people. 
The General Assembly of the European Disability Forum (EDF) therefore calls on EU institutions, Member States, national governments, and the United Nations to:
· End all hostilities, find peaceful solutions and ensure immediate access to humanitarian action, prioritising safety and protection of persons with disabilities and providing access to basic needs, including evacuation, food, shelter, health, medical supplies, and effective technical assistance.
· Ensure that persons with disabilities and their representative organisations are consulted and meaningfully involved from the very beginning, in all aspects of the humanitarian response cycle and decision making related to it, and receive all information in accessible format. This is a legal obligation under Article 4.3 and Article 9 of the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and is reinforced by the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Global Compact on Refugees.
· Ensure requirements of persons with disabilities are at the core of humanitarian assistance as detailed in the United Nations Inter Agency Standing Committee’s Guidelines on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action.
· Prioritise the requirements of those who are most at risk, particularly women and girls with disabilities, and children and older persons with disabilities, persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, deafblind persons, persons with high support needs, and those confined to institutional settings.
· Recognise that persons with disabilities, especially women and girls, are more at risk of gender-based violence, including human trafficking, and include their needs, rights and perspectives in programmes and policies developed to combat gender-based violence and human trafficking during wars and other humanitarian crisis.
· Include the inclusion of persons with disabilities in national emergency plans and national legislation with specific provisions targeting civilians with disabilities. 
· Dedicate specific budget to accessibility and reasonable accommodation for inclusion of persons with disabilities from the very beginning of all initiatives, from response to reconstruction.
· Ensure that all UN Cluster activities are also consistently inclusive of persons with disabilities (especially Protection, Shelter, Health, WASH, Camp Coordination and Management and Education). 
· Disaggregate assessment and monitoring data by gender, age and disability using the Washington Group set of questions, in order to understand the impact of the event on all of the population and how to reach everybody in response.


Annex 1 – DPI Statement on Peace and People with Disabilities in Emergency Situations
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DPI condemns all militant actions and wars!
DPI Statement on Peace and of People with Disabilities in Emergency Situations
We, members of Disabled Peoples’ International representing people with disabilities worldwide, condemn all activities of war and militant actions that endanger the lives of citizens. We note that people with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to death and destruction during bombardment and to on-going isolation during a war.
Whether as a result of a targeted attack, genocide or as « collateral damage », the first victims are always the most destitute.
Reports on the civilian casualties of war largely focus on the number of dead. Yet many more people are disabled as a result of bombardment, violence, exploitation and neglect. The UN Security Council’s Resolution 2475 (2019) aims to protect persons with disabilities in conflict situations “to ensure they have access to justice, basic services and unimpeded humanitarian assistance.” However, the indiscriminate nature of bombing, the increasing use of drones, and the generalised chaos during attacks on civilians render this resolution meaningless in assuring the safety of persons with disabilities.
Armed conflict is currently causing misery in Europe, the Middle East, and in at least thirty more countries around the world. However, the economy of war casts its dark shadow on a much broader swath of the world’s most marginalised populations, who bear the brunt of state corruption, parallel economies, and the breakdown of social cohesion among citizens.
As people with disabilities, we raise our voices to affirm our collective humanity and to support all efforts to attain peace. We know that humans are all interdependent - whether in our narrow social circles, our national economies or our global community. To value life is to recognize the relationships upon which we depend, for our daily needs and for the future of our planet. We are all in this together.
Wherever you are and whoever you are, join us in reminding others how precious life is, on all sides of our manmade divides. Demand that your representatives sit down and talk to find peaceful solutions.
Article 11 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities obliges all signatories to protect people with disabilities in emergency situations and to prioritise them in humanitarian actions. The United Nations, the European Union and the Council of Europe all emphasise that strategies to enact Article 11 must be developed in consultation with organisations of people with disabilities, who must also be involved in fulfilling these strategies. To the contrary, most countries do not include people with disabilities in their emergency plans and do not have national legislation with specific provisions targeting citizens with disabilities.
We, persons with disabilities, demand:
· An end to all wars, replacing violence with diplomacy and sustained efforts to maintain peace through justice and human rights
· Inclusion of People with Disabilities in national legislation with specific provisions for their safety during emergency situations and their access to humanitarian aid
· Involvement of Organisations of People with Disabilities and experts with disabilities in the activities related to emergency situations and humanitarian aid



Annex 2 – EDF Emergency Resolution calling for Peace, 2022

As a reminder, this is the resolution that we approved at the AGA 2022. 
Stressing that there are over 100 million persons with disabilities in the EU, and 1 billion persons with disabilities worldwide, representing 15% of the total population; 
Recalling the ongoing unlawful aggression and invasion of Ukraine by Russian armed forces, which started on 24 February 2022 with its violence, bloodshed, injuries, deaths, displacement of people and war crimes; 
Highlighting that war rages in many parts of the world, between countries and also internal conflicts;
Bearing in mind that war has grave human, economic and social consequences on every society and everyone, and that persons with disabilities are very harshly affected by war and all of its consequences;
Stressing that women, children, and the most marginalised persons with disabilities face multiple layers of risk;
Stressing that women and girls with disabilities face increased human rights violations and abuses during conflicts, including sexual and gender-based violence and human trafficking; 
Recalling that armed conflicts increase the prevalence of disability within the population, with many of those people facing the new barriers and challenges; 
Recalling that conflicts tend to leave profound intergenerational scars, especially in terms of mental health and trauma;
Stressing that maintenance of peace is of transcendent importance, since it is impossible to conceive an effective human rights regime and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in its absence;
Recalling that peace not only is the absence of conflict but also requires a positive, dynamic participatory process where dialogue is encouraged, and conflicts are solved in a spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation;
Recalling the prohibition of the use of force in the Charter of the United Nations;
Notwithstanding the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and security (Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations);
Having regard to the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, which serves as the universal mandate for the international community; 
Recalling the importance of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Developments Goals, highlighting Goal Nr. 16 on Peace, Security and Strong Institutions;
Having regard to the Security Council Resolution on the protection of persons with disabilities in armed conflict (S/RES/2475(2019);
Having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the European Union (EU) and all its Member States; 
Having regard to the 2021 ‘Report on the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of armed conflict’ by the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
Having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 5 May 2022 on the impact of the war against Ukraine on women;
Having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 19 May 2022 the social and economic consequences for the EU of the Russian war in Ukraine - reinforcing the EU’s capacity to act;
The European Disability Forum calls on the EU, the national governments and the United Nations to:
· [bookmark: _Hlk107138096]Put the war in Ukraine to an end in a way that leads to a just and sustainable peace, and an inclusive reconstruction;
· Focus on restraint and de-escalation of armed conflicts, with a promotion of the culture of peace and dialogue over the escalation of conflicts;
· Focus on long-term peace and security within the European region and support to peace worldwide;
· Ensure proper assessment of the humanitarian impacts of the war and sanctions imposed, in particular on persons with disabilities, including women and children, with a view to minimise further negative impact;
· Build capacity and knowledge of the rights and specific needs of persons with disabilities across peacekeeping and peacebuilding actors, including at international, regional and national levels;
· Strengthen EU’s support in post-conflict peacebuilding and conflict prevention, taking into account the needs and rights of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities and women caring for persons with disabilities;
· Systematically and meaningfully include representative organisations of persons with disabilities, including women and young people, in all processes for peace, including in conflict prevention, peacekeeping and post-conflict peace building measures.
Annex 3 - Resolution of EDF calling for inclusive and participatory response to ongoing humanitarian crises, 2023
As a reminder, this is the resolution that we approved at the AGA 2023. 
The General Assembly of the European Disability Forum met on the 22nd of May 2023. Further to the June 2022 resolution approved at the General Assembly, the European Disability Forum wishes to bring attention again to humanitarian crises around the world and their continued disproportionate impact on persons with disabilities.  
These include but are not limited to the wars in Sudan, Ukraine, and Armenia/Azerbaijan; the earthquake in Turkey and Syria; and the flooding in Pakistan and Italy. 
This discrimination faced by persons with disabilities is neither new nor unique. Policy and tools already exist which call for inclusive disaster preparedness and response. Yet, the disability community continues to see little progress in their implementation. 
The European Disability Forum therefore calls again on national governments, the European Union and the United Nations to: 
· Prioritise meaningful participation of organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs/DPOs) in all humanitarian decision-making processes, in line with obligations under article 4.3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 
· Recognise the role that OPDs/DPOs are already playing in the response to these crises, provide them with support where it is necessary and use these examples as best practice. 
· Take urgent steps toward effective implementation of the IASC guidelines on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action, at all stages of the humanitarian programme cycle.  
· Disaggregate assessment and monitoring data by gender, age and disability using the Washington Group questions, in order to understand the impact of the event on all of the population and how to reach everybody in response. 
· Prioritise requirements of those who are most at risk, including children, women, persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, deafblind persons, persons with high support needs, and those confined to institutional settings.   
· Recognise that persons with disabilities, especially women and girls, are more at risk of gender-based violence, including human trafficking, and include their needs, rights and perspectives in programmes and policies developed to combat gender-based violence and human trafficking during wars and other humanitarian crisis. 
· Continue and improve ongoing support for people fleeing to EU countries, including in the implementation of the New Pact on Migration and Asylum and the revision of the EU migration rules. 
· Prioritise persons with disabilities for immediate access to basic needs, including evacuation, food, shelter, health, medical supplies and effective technical assistance. 
· Provide all information in accessible format. 
· Dedicate specific budget to accessibility and reasonable accommodation for inclusion of persons with disabilities from the very beginning of all initiatives, from response to reconstruction. 
· Ensure that all UN Cluster activities are also consistently inclusive of persons with disabilities (especially Protection, Shelter, Health, WASH, Camp Coordination and Management and Education). 
· Build capacity and knowledge of the rights and specific needs of persons with disabilities across peacekeeping and peacebuilding actors, including at international, regional and national levels. 
· Prioritise accessible reconstruction, rebuilding societies that are more inclusive and resilient. 

[image: ]1
image1.png
ATION4
¢

Aw%

Pl
o o
Loy
X NO
et

Q@3-
vl




image2.png
EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM





image3.jpeg
Funded by
the European Union





image4.png
uuuuuuuuuuuuuu
|||||||||||
uuuuuuuuuu
:::::::::




image5.jpeg
Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org




