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DOC-AGA-24-05-06
European Disability Card and Parking Card
                                      Document for information 
Purpose of this item
To inform the AGA delegates about the Directive proposing a European Disability Card and a European Parking Card following the provisional agreement of the EU institutions.
Question for the delegates 

· Do you have any questions about the Disability Card or the Parking Card?
Introduction 

The Disability Card will come! This was agreed by the EU institutions on 8 February, concluding the negotiations and paving the way for a real European Disability Card. As this is EDF’s top priority policy file at the moment and we are following the procedure closely, we will give a summary of what the final text contains and what this means for the Disability movement.

State of play of the proposal(s)

The European Commission proposal for the Disability Card Directive was published on 6 September 2023. On 27 November 2023 the Council reached its agreement for a position, and on 11 January 2024 the Parliament voted on its position. After that, the three main EU institutions Commission, Parliament, and Council entered inter-institutional negotiations. There were only two of these “Trilogue” meetings and a provisional agreement on the text was reached in record time on 8 February 2024.

Shortly after the original proposal, the Commission published an additional proposal that widens the European Disability Card also to third country nationals who reside legally in an EU Member State. This proposal was also adopted on 4 March by the EU institutions, so that they can now be implemented together. This makes sense as this second proposal is only an extension of the original text and was only separated for legal reasons.

Content of the agreed text
While the European Disability Card will not meet all the demands of the disability movement, we welcome its many positive points, especially:

· Inclusion of transport services, even if some exceptions will apply.

· Inclusion of provisions to access support when taking part in EU Mobility Programmes.

· The European Disability Card will be issued and renewed free of charge.

· EU-level website and national websites with information on the Card.

· Safeguards to protect the Cardholders’ privacy.

· That Member States can decide to extend the use of the Card to longer stays.

· In addition, we achieved a commitment from the European Commission to further explore remaining gaps related to the free movement of persons with disabilities, such as the portability of disability-related support when moving to another EU country.

However, we are disappointed that some of our demands were not included:

· Temporary access to disability support and allowance when persons with disabilities move to work and study abroad. As it is, persons with disabilities might not have access to support while undergoing lengthy “reassessment” processes. The European Disability movement will continue its fight for full freedom of movement.

· EU funding to support the actual implementation of the Cards by the Member States.

· We are also disappointed that an exception was made that will allow us to exclude some specific services in case the special access or discounts provided are dependent on additional assessments.

Regarding the European Parking Card, we are glad that is being strengthened through:

· A clear timeframe for how long public authorities can take to deliver the Card to avoid long waiting times.

· Possibility to include digital features to prevent fraud, such as QR Code.

· Inclusion of Braille on the physical card.

Of course, the result of the negotiations is always a compromise text. We would have liked a more ambitious text but considering the strong political will to finalize the law and the extraordinarily short time frame, we are very happy with the final result. 
Next steps
Even though the provisional agreement on the text was reached already in February, it looks like we will have to wait until after the summer until the law is officially voted and published in the EU’s Official Journal so it can enter into force. This is due to a purely procedural issue in the Council, which does not have sufficient capacity of its lawyer-linguists to process the translation into all EU languages on time before the end of the mandate of the European Parliament. 

While this is very annoying, we are still sure that we will have the Card. It will not change anything on the content, either. In April, the European Parliament will already vote on the English version of the text so it is very unlikely that it will still be changed by the next European Parliament which will be elected in June. The Council will need a new mandate under the Hungarian Presidency but this should be a formality. 

Once the text is officially entering into force there will still be a transition period of 42 months  in total. In this time, the Member States will first transpose the Directive into national law and once this is done set up the systems to issue and distribute the Cards and communicate about it. This means that the Card will only fully become a reality in about 4 years.
EDF will of course push to make sure that the Directive is adopted as soon as possible, and then follow the transposition as well as the implementation of the law. We will remain at the disposal of our members to support them and keep sharing information and advocate on EU level.
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