[image: image1.jpg]Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org



[image: image2.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM




[image: image3.jpg]Funded by
the European Union




         

   
DOC-AGA-24-05-07
Enforcement Toolkit
Document for information
Purpose of this item
· Inform the delegates about the launch of the Toolkit on Enforcement of EU Law
Questions for the delegates 

· Have you examples from your own country or organisation on enforcement?
· Is there something that is missing or that you would like to develop further?

Introduction 

Our report Your Rights in the European Union (2021) explains how an increasing number of EU laws have a direct impact on the life of persons with disabilities. To name a few, European legislation currently forbids discrimination on the basis of disability in employment and vocational training, obliges that public websites and mobile applications are accessible and grants the right to receive appropriate assistance when traveling. 

Unfortunately, having a right enshrined in a law is not enough to ensure compliance. Disability-based discrimination still takes place and accessibility is not always guaranteed. When laws are not respected, they need to be enforced. By enforcement, we mean the process of making a Member State, a company, an organisation or an individual to obey a certain law. In other words, to make sure that they do what is required by law

The Enforcement Toolkit, which is launched during this AGA, aims to provide persons with disabilities and their representative organisations with an overview of the remedy mechanisms that they can use when they experience or identify a breach of their rights as contained in EU Law and clarify which one is the most appropriate for each circumstance. 

This toolkit should provide overview of the main mechanisms available to enforce our rights as contained in EU legislation. To do so, this toolkit classifies such mechanisms in two big groups based on their level (European and National) and their nature (Judicial and Non-Judicial). For each group we provide a general explanation of the mechanisms available, clarify when they can be used and explain what the main pros and cons are. To better illustrate this, the toolkit includes, where possible, practical disability-related examples and recommendations. 

Some of the enforcement mechanisms covered by the toolkit are Equality Bodies, National Courts, European Ombudsman, National Enforcement Bodies for Passenger Rights and National Courts. 

Related Actions

· On May 28 at 11h central european time, EDF organizes a webinar to discuss in more detail the toolkit and dive into three of the enforcement mechanisms described: European Parliament Petitions Committee, European Ombudsman and Equality Bodies. Registrations for this online session are already open. 
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