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DOC-AGA-24-05-17
European and Global Disability Summits on International Cooperation
                        Document for information/ for discussion 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to update the Annual General Assembly about the Global Disability Summit 2025 as well as our work regarding the European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation in 2024.  We have a webpage dedicated to all the activities around the two Summits. You can visit it to stay updated on important developments, access resources, and engage in discussions surrounding these important events.
Questions for the delegates 

· Do you have questions or comments regarding both Summits? 

· Do you know if your country will make commitments during the Global Disability Summit? Do you plan to advocate for your government to make commitments? 
Introduction 

Global Disability Summit

The Global Disability Summit (GDS) is an initiative of the International Disability Alliance. It was created in 2017 to convene global, regional, and national stakeholders that share the same goal and vision for disability inclusive development and humanitarian action. The Summit aims to bridge the gap between two arenas that are still separate: disability inclusion and development cooperation. 
The Global Disability Summit 2025 (GDS2025) builds upon the achievements of the two previous summits (2017 and 2022) and is co-hosted by the Governments of Germany and Jordan, alongside the permanent co-host the International Disability Alliance (IDA). The Summit is planned as an in- person event (with the possibility for virtual attendance) on 2nd-3rd April 2025 in Berlin, Germany. EDF is involved in the Civil Society Reference Group (CSRG) of the GDS. We contribute to support the preparation of the Civil Society Forum, which will precede the GDS.
European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation
Under the auspices of the GDS, EDF is preparing the 2nd European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation. It will be the 6th December 2024 in Berlin, Germany. We are working with the German government and the German Disability Council to organise this regional Summit. 
The aim of the regional Summit will be to raise awareness and discuss with partners from the wider European region and Central Asia, the importance of inclusive international cooperation and humanitarian action, with the collaboration of OPDs. We will address the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD to ensure comprehensive advancements in disability rights.
European Engagement and Advocacy

The first GDS inspired several stakeholders to reinforce their previous commitments to disability-inclusive development, as well as catalysing new commitments. As a result, the GDS mechanism invites stakeholders to make commitments around a number of central themes pertinent to inclusive development and humanitarian action. For example, during the first GDS in 2018, 171 national governments, multilateral agencies, donors, foundations, private sector and civil society organisations made commitments related to disability inclusion. 
The EU also made 16 commitments (see annex 1) at the last summit: EDF will do a full analysis of the implementation of these in the run-up to the summit, using the GDS as an opportunity to reinforce our advocacy on disability inclusion in international cooperation. EDF will also submit our 2022 commitments progress on the tracking platform of the GDS.  
Leading up to the upcoming GDS and regional summit, it is crucial for individuals with disabilities and OPDs to actively engage with their national governments. This engagement is essential for advocating the inclusion of persons with disabilities in international development and humanitarian efforts, as well as urging governments to make significant global commitments during these summits. To empower OPDs in these advocacy endeavors, EDF has developed a Toolkit and conducted two consultation workshops. These resources aim to provide valuable insights and strategies for OPDs to effectively engage with their national governments in preparation for both summits.
For example, EDF recommends the following steps to get involved ahead of both the Global and European Regional Disability Summits:

· Identify which ministries in your country are involved (or should be involved) in both the GDS and the European Regional Disability Summit. If you don’t know who oversees this work, ask your minister in charge of disability affairs, the CRPD, the SDGs and international cooperation. You can also contact the EU delegation in your country. 
· Contact the EDF Secretariat or the GDS Secretariat if you need advice locating your responsible ministry or government officials. 

· Exercise your right to be consulted as soon as possible. Once you have identified the correct official or minister: write to them (see template letter in EDF’s Toolkit) and request a meeting to present your priorities and recommendations on the commitments you want to see from your government. If you are unsure, ask EDF. We can prepare you for the meeting or even join the meeting if appropriate.
· Engage with other groups (for example, representing persons with a range of disabilities, representing women or children, etc.) to find out if they are interested in advocating together towards the Summits. If you can have a dialogue with your national authorities as part of a larger coalition it is likely to be very effective. If you decide to work as part of a coalition, agree on a common strategy before any meeting with representatives of your government.
· Contact members of your national parliament who have an interest in disability rights and international cooperation. They may be able to help by putting pressure on your government to ensure involvement in the Summits and make commitments. 

The Toolkit is available in both English and Russian, with three main sections: 
1. The first section provides essential background information on both summits.

2. The second section outlines EDF's role and initiatives, along with strategies for OPDs to engage effectively.

3. Lastly, the third section offers practical tools and innovative ideas to shape summit processes.
	

	


Consultations: Survey and Workshops
In anticipation of the upcoming regional Summit and GDS, EDF is spearheading a consultation focused on Europe and Central Asia. The goal is to pinpoint the international cooperation-related priorities of individuals with disabilities and Organisations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) within these regions.

In February 2024, we launched a survey available in various languages including English, Russian, German, French, and Spanish along with an Easy-to-Read survey. Initial responses to the survey are already available on EDF”s website.  

We also held two consultation workshops (February 28th and March 26th) to provide OPDs based in Europe and Central Asia with in-depth insights into the forthcoming GDS2025 and the European Regional Disability Summit on International Cooperation. Participants heard more about the two events, learned about what they can do to influence their own governments and share their priorities on international cooperation and humanitarian action.

A third consultation workshop focussing on Eastern and Central Europe along with Central Asia will be held in mid-May 2024 to better support GDS engagement and advocacy of OPDs in these regions. 

Annex 1: The sixteen commitments by the EU to the GDS 2022
The European Union made 16 global commitments in 2022. They are: 
Inclusive Education – category “Other”: 
1. The EU will strengthen inclusive education systems through its education sector programmes in its international partnership countries.
2. The Commission commits to support inclusive education in situations of crisis (i.e. conflict, disaster, epidemics, etc.).
Situation of Conflict and Crisis – category “Other”: 
3. The Commission commits to take into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities to ensure their full participation in humanitarian action, including in emergency preparedness activities. It also commits to support capacity building of its humanitarian partners on disability inclusion.

4. The Commission commits to collect data on beneficiaries of humanitarian action disaggregated by disability, and to report on disability inclusive humanitarian action with the OECD disability marker.

5. The Commission commits to continue raising awareness around the principles of non-discrimination and inclusiveness including the specific needs of persons with disabilities, in prevention, preparedness and response operations in the context of civil protection and commits to support Member States exchange of best practices in the area. 

6. The Commission commits to take into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities to ensure their participation in the civil protection response, including in emergency prevention and preparedness activities, such as civil protection exercises.

Overarching Commitments – category “Commit to tracking expenditure and efforts for inclusion in national accounting and development cooperation”: 
7. The Commission will track disability inclusive investments for a targeted monitoring of EU funding by systematically using the OECD Development Assistance Committee Disability Marker.
8. The EU aims to a steady increase of the proportion of new international partnership actions that are disability inclusive, measured by OECD Development Assistance Committee disability marker. 
Overarching Commitments – category “Support efforts to align existing legislation with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), using the participatory approach of law reforms as required by the CRPD: 
9. The EU will increasingly raise the rights of persons with disabilities in dialogues with its partner countries, support the implementation of UNCRPD and foster its ratification globally.
10. The Commission will continue to uphold the human rights of persons with disabilities and support their social inclusion in the framework of the EU’s enlargement and neighbourhood policies. Through the policy and political dialogues with partner countries, the Commission will support reforms of public policies to make these more inclusive of persons with disabilities. 

11. The Commission intend to make available EUR 5 million dedicated financial support to UN Partnership on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD) from the new Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument thematic programme - Global Challenges. 
Inclusive Health – category “Other”: 
12. The Commission commits to continue raising awareness around the principles of non-discrimination and inclusiveness including the specific needs of persons with disabilities, in prevention, preparedness and response operations in the context of civil protection and commits to support Member States exchange of best practices in the area. 

13. The Commission commits to take into account the specific needs of persons with disabilities to ensure their participation in the civil protection response, including in emergency prevention and preparedness activities, such as civil protection exercises.

Inclusive Livelihoods and Social Protection – category “Other”: 
14. The EU will further strengthen national social protection system building including persons with disabilities in its new generation of international partnership programmes in view of universal social protection for all. 

15. The EU will encourage the formulation in its international partnership of best practice in standardisation of social protection schemes, including persons with disabilities.
16. The EU continues to organise regular structured dialogues during the annual UNCRPD Conference of State Parties, and in the context of other existing multilateral fora, and enhance cooperation with a focus on accessibility and employment.
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