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DOC-AGA-24-05-19
EDF Women’s Committee
Document for information
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this item is to inform the Board of the ongoing work of the EDF Women’s Committee, including its work programme for 2024 (Annex 1) and the EDF third manifesto on the rights of women and girls with disabilities (Annex 2). 

Questions for the delegates 

· Do you have questions or comments on the work of EDF Women’s Committee? 
· Are there priorities from your countries you would like to share? Do you have issues EDF Women’s Committee could help you with? 

· Are you currently using, or do you plan to use EDF third manifesto for national advocacy?  If you wish to translate to your national language this is very welcome.
Introduction

In January 2024, the EDF Women’s Committee adopted its report on activities for 2023 and work programme for 2024 (annex 1). 

The role of the Committee is to mainstream gender in all our policies and documents, to raise awareness about women and girls with disabilities and to work towards the inclusion of women and girls with disabilities in society. 

2024 Activities of the women’s committee 

Key activities the Committee is working on this year:
· Further advocacy on legislative and policy issues, such as on the adoption and transposition of the Directive on combating violance against women, the revision of the Victims' Rights Directive, the EU Disability Rights Strategy, and toward the new European Parliament and Commissioners following the European elections

· Launch and promotion of the Third EDF Manifesto on women and girls with disabilities (annex 2) 
· Continuity of the campaign to ban forced sterilisation in Europe 

· Update and promotion of EDF's gender mainstreaming toolkit

· Collection of good practices on services for women with disabilities who are victims of violence across Europe

The Committee met on the 8th and 9th of March, in Warsaw Poland, hosted by the Polish Disability Forum. Members also joined a national convention organised by feminists with disabilities on 8th of March. 
Third manifesto on the rights of women and girls with disabilities 

In 2024, the Committee finalised and officially published the third EDF manifesto on the rights of women and girls with disabilities. The manifesto had been previously formally approved by EDF Board meeting in November 2023. 
The first manifesto was adopted in 1997 and the second was adopted in 2011. 

The focus of the third manifesto is on “Empowerment and Leadership of women and girls with disabilities”. 

For the document, the term leadership is not limited to the technical meaning of undertaking official leading positions. It is a concept which lets everybody lead their lives in a satisfactory manner. 

The Manifesto recalls the fundamental rights of all women and girls with disabilities, highlights news issues that have emerged since the second manifesto was adopted and states our demands for the upcoming 2024 European elections. The document has been written to be used as much at European level, as at national level, to support the advocacy of women and girls with disabilities across Europe. 

There was a launch event on 1st of March. During the event, we talked about political participation and leadership of women with disabilities. 
Thanks to support of EDF members in translation, the document is available in Easy to Read, English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian. Translation into more languages will be added to the list, and members support is very welcome in this. EDF is fully aware of the importance to members of having these materials in national languages. 
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