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DOC-AGA-24-05-19
EDF Youth Committee
                                         Document for information 
Purpose of this item
This document gives an overview of the work and activities of the EDF Youth Committee in 2023 and 2024 and the plans of the committee for 2025.

Question for the delegates 

· Do you have any suggestions for the work on Youth and the Youth Committee
Introduction 

During 2023 and 2024 we brought our presence to new places and there were many first times. The committee managed to reaffirm their presence once again in some of the important events of the youth and disability movements. There were changes in the Youth Committee, the chair Elias Tebibel resigned and a new chair will be elected just the day before the General Assembly. Two new observers joined the committee, Daniel Albares from CERMI a young partially sighted person, and Patricia Albertova representing the person with Spina Bifida and hydrocephalus. And the young deaf people are represented by Lydia Gratis, representing the European Union of the Deaf, as an observer as well.
Activities in 2023 & 2024
In 2023 and 2024 there was not a focus on a particular topic regarding young people, however we can say that 2 were at the heart of the organisation and its committee work. The upcoming EU elections with  Envisioning the EU elections: Amplifying the rights of young persons with disabilities and contribution to EDF manifesto and the EU mobility programmes with Survey for Organisations and Survey for young people.

EDF provided input on work done around traineeship in a report done by the Court of Auditors, report of MEP Semedo of the European Parliament as well as the Evaluation of Council Recommendation of the Quality Framework for Traineeships. 

The Committee organised or co-organised, 8 workshops and 2 committee meetings, out of which one was online and one in person. The Committee took the floor in more than 32 other events. The Committee also wrote a newsletter on Youth, and messages for Youth Day and the European Day of Persons with Disabilities. Members of the Yohuth Committee, together with other young people participating in youth events, wrote 9 blog articles on our website and 3 news items. 

Finally members of the  Youth Committee participated in 2 videos, 1 done by #TogetherEU platform on how to organize Inclusive Events, part of the e-learning modules, , and a video for the European Year of Skills made by Euro Desk. 

We can highlight the following activities: 
· Participated and organised 2 activities within the European Youth Event, EYE2023 the largest scale Youth Event organised in Strasbourg France. This event is organised every 2 years by the European Parliament and more then 8000 young people were present.  For two days, young activists took over the European Parliament and had the opportunity to learn, choosing from over 300 activities and workshops. EDF was there with a group of 34 people, some financed by the European Commission and Parliament and some by the Citi Foundation . EDF gave a workshop on Your Rights in the EU and a panel “Work in the EU Accessible for all?” with the presence of MEP Dragos Pislaru and experts from the International Labour Organisation.
· Organised a side event and participated in the LevelUp a large scale Youth Festival organised by the EU Institutions and coordinated by the European Youth Forum.

· Elisa Marino, a young person with disability was for the first time in the Jury that appoints the next EU Youth Capital

· Amir Alibabic, member of the Youth Committee, awarded for the first time the a special Mention within the Access City Award.

· 2 young people took the floor for the first time in the European Parliament of Persons with Disabilities, Jonathan Elebjork Walstrome, appointed by his National Disability Council to represent their whole delegation and Tamara Byrne by the largest European Disability organisations representing Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (Inclusion Europe).
· Lydia Vlagsma represented the International Disability Alliance in the ECOSOC Youth Forum in New York where she took the floor. 

· Organised an event to find out what young people with disabilities wishes from us and the EU under the title: Get involved! Young people working towards an inclusive

For more information consult the Youth Committee Report in annexed to this document. 

Plans for 2025
For next year the Youth Committee plans:
· To continue the advocacy together with EDF towards Inclusive youth policies such as: new Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps the EU mobility Programmes, the Directive on Traineeships and more

· Participating and organizing activities within the European Youth Event the EYE2025 organised by the EU youth movement and the EU institutions.
· Organising 2 capacity building events online for the young people with disabilities and an event to bringing together the youth groups committees within EDF and beyond (topics to be established during the meeting before the General Assembly; Human rights, refugees and asylum, mental health Artificial Intelligence were some already brought by the Committee).

· Organising 2 meetings of the Committee. 

· Conducting a survey to find out which are the needs of young people with disabilities across the European Union. 

· Communicate via an issue of the Disability Voice newsletter dedicated to young people, messages on International Youth Day and the European Day of Persons with Disabilities and blogs from its members, observers or other young activists. 

For more information consult the Work Plan of the Youth Committee for 2025.
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