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DOC-AGA-24-05-21
CRPD Committee
Document for information
Purpose of this item
This document aims to provide members with information regarding the upcoming elections in the CRPD Committee and EU review by the Committee. 
Questions for the delegates
· Do you have any questions or comments about the CRPD committee elections or the EU review by the CRPD committee? 

· Is your organisation planning to engage in the EU review?

Upcoming elections
In June 2024, 9 out of the 18 committee members will be elected to the CRPD Committee. The elections will take place during the 17th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP) on 11-13 June 2024. The elected members will start their mandate on 1st of January 2025. 
Currently, there is only 1 member in the Committee from Europe, Markus Schefer (Switzerland) whose mandate will end in 2026. 
There are 3 candidates from Europe (out of 16 candidates) for election: 

· Mr. George DZNELADZE nominated by Georgia 

· Ms. Inmaculada PLACENCIA PORRERO nominated by the European Union 
· Ms. Elena KOCHOSKA nominated by North Macedonia 

You can find the full list of candidates on the election webpage. The candidates from the European Union and Georgia had the opportunity to introduce themselves and answers to 
questions to the Board in March. The candidacy of the expert from North Macedonia (Board Member from ENIL) was announced later. 
The International Disability Alliance provides useful information about the elections on its dedicated webpage.
You can contact your ministry of foreign affairs if want your country to support specific candidates. 
Review of the EU by the CRPD Committee 

The Committee adopted the List of issues prior to reporting on the EU in April 2022. EDF was active in the process, including by sending an alternative report and participating in private meetings with the Committee and the Rapporteur for the EU. 

In April 2023, the EU submitted its reply to the list of issues. 

The formal dialogue between the CRPD Committee and the EU, and adoption of Concluding observations, are foreseen for March 2025.

Activities and timeline

Written submissions 
We will update our written submissions to the CRPD Committee. The deadline for submissions is expected to be end of January 2025. However, in order prepare the Easy-to-Read format of the document, we plan to adopt the final main alternative report by end of November 2024. 

The documents we plan to update are:

· EDF main alternative report: the document will be updated and will include suggested recommendations for the CRPD Committee’s concluding observations. The update will be led by EDF Secretariat. EDF members, Board and Women’s and Youth Committees will be actively involved and consulted.

· Joint submission on international cooperation and humanitarian action: the document will be updated with partners. This will be led by EDF international cooperation team.

· Joint briefing on equality and intersectionality: the document will be updated with partners (equality networks), as well as with the EDF women’s and youth committees. This will be led by EDF Human Rights Policy Coordinator.
· Submission of the EU CRPD Monitoring Framework: as member of the Framework (and chair for 2024), EDF will request an update of the 2022 submission. This is to be confirmed. 

Consultation with and support to EDF members in the EU review process 

We will consult our members in each stage of the process. 

We also will support our European members who want to submit their own reports to the Committee and send their own representative(s)/delegation for the review in Geneva. 

To do so: 

· We will present and give an update of the EU review activities in each 2024 ENGO meeting, and at each Board. In the first meeting on 25th of January, we made a general presentation about the timeline and activities related to the EU review and seek feedback from European members on their needs. 

· We discussed our plan and activities in the Human Rights and Non-Discrimination Committee meeting of March. 

· We will have a session on the EU review in our autumn Board meeting. The objective of the session will be to discuss and approve the key priorities for the review and the final main EDF alternative report. 

To coordinate input and plan participation in the process EDF Secretariat created a task force (mailing list) with the European members who will actively participate in the EU review.

Preparation for the in-person review in Geneva 

We will prepare for the in-person meetings part of the EU review process. In March 2025, there will be a private meeting for civil society organisations with the CRPD Committee. We will also request informal meetings with experts of the CRPD Committee.

We will request a first meeting with the rapporteur(s) in December 2024, to informally present the report and collect questions the Committee’s expert(s) may have. 

It is also important to note that in 2025, some new committee members will start their mandate following committee’s election in June 2024. To inform them about the EU, we will prepare a short booklet on “How the EU work and implementation of the CRPD”. 
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