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DOC-EXEC-24-05-04
Access City Award Future Developments
                                           Document for discussion
Purpose of this item

The European Commission is reviewing its approach to the Access City Award, with an event planned in May, to mark its 15th anniversary. Former winning cities will be invited to a meeting in Brussels to reinforce their network and think about the award in the future. This item is to prepare for that meeting, by gathering ideas for an EDF position on the future of the awards. 
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· What are your ideas on the ACA and how it would be more impactful? 

· Do you agree with the ideas proposed for the future of the ACA?

· Is there anything else you would like to add? 
Introduction 

The Access City Awards (ACA) is an initiative organised by the European Commission in partnership with the European Disability Forum to promote inclusive urban spaces. By recognising the efforts carried out by cities to become more inclusive and accessible, the award promotes equal access to urban life and shares good practices. 

The ACA is funded by the Commission’s Directorate-General for Employment (DG EMPL) and the award ceremony is a highlight of the European Day of Persons with Disabilities (EDPD) Conference. EDF members are part of the national juries and EDF Secretariat is part of the EU Jury that evaluates the finalists. An EDF representative delivers one of the awards during the EDPD ceremony.

Reaching soon its 15 years of existence, the European Commission has started a reflection process to increase the impact of the award, with the idea to move it from a once off award to a more structured process of cooperation among cities and other stakeholders. 

As a first step, the Commission will organise an event the 29th of May, to gather all awarded cities since 2011. Ahead of this event, EDF has been asked to provide our ideas on how to increase the impact of the award. 

Ideas to improve the award

· The winners of the ACA to host the following EDPD. This would be an occasion to bring the award- and the EDPD- outside of Brussels and showcase leading initiatives in accessibility and inclusion. (starkly contracting with inaccessible Brussels and bring both initiatives closer to national realities)
· Create synergies with other EU initiatives, such as the New European Bauhaus, the European Week of Regions and Cities, the European Mobility Week or the European Regional Funds.  Perhaps the ACA can attract funding, and further development by attaching itself to these other initiatives? 
· Create a community of practice with winning cities. This could include trainings, networking, meetings to discuss certain topics and keep up progress in the cities so they build on progress. 
· Use the expertise of awarded cities to support EU policies in the urban context. Topics to address could include Urban Mobility Plans under the TEN-T or the Accessibility of Electric Vehicles Recharging Stations. 

· Better cooperation with the stakeholders in the field, including the Committee of Regions (CoR), the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR), Eurocities and Polis, among others.  They would also be champions for accessibility and inclusion. 
· Promote the initiatives that foster meaningful cooperation with residents with disabilities, DPOs and Service Providers. Although this is part of the assessment criteria, it could become one of the special mentions. 

· Open applications to associations of residents or citizens’ groups, as part of a category that also focus on raising awareness and community living and support by urban civil society.
· Prepare multilingual materials, so it’s easier for our members to promote the awards
· Create synergies with the AccessibleEU Resource Centre. This could include a yearly event on the matter or a repository of good practices. 
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