Proposals announced in the Political Guidelines for the European Commission 2024-2029

The following proposals taken from the Political Guidelines for the European Commission 2024-2029 have been identified by EDF Secretariat as potential avenues for mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities. 
We do not know much about them, so we will monitor and learn more about them and decide whether to act once we have more information. Below, after each proposal we include the key demands we can advocate for.

· Single Digital Booking and Ticketing Regulation for transport – accessibility, and rights of passengers with disabilities.
· Preventive health measures particularly on mental health – following the approach of the Beating Cancer Plan: EDF’s work on mental health, and health policies.
· Investments on treatments for degenerative illnesses and research on autism
· [bookmark: _Hlk174451935]Apply AI Strategy -including with civil society – and creation of AI Research Council: the AI Research Council should cover the disability-related provisions of the Artificial Intelligence Act.
· Revision of the Public Procurement Directive: accessibility, social economy, lack of redress mechanisms.
· Union of Skills: could be linked to our flagship proposal for a Disability Employment and Skills Guarantee.
· Preparedness Strategy: linked to our work on Disaster Risk Reduction.
· Migration and Asylum Strategy: linked to our work on migrants with disabilities.
· European Climate Adaptation Plan: linked to our work on Climate Action.
· Action Plan to implement the Pilar of Social Rights: very important on our social policies advocacy.
· [bookmark: _Hlk174451995]Initiatives on impact of digitalisation in work: AI management, tele-working, and right to disconnect: accessible and inclusive AI, and employment.
· Quality jobs roadmap: potential link with our Disability Employment and Skills Guarantee.
· Just Transition Fund: continuing the work with our partners at Solidar on the Just Transition Fund.
· Strengthen Child Guarantee: keep and strengthen the focus on children with disabilities.
· New (first-ever) Anti-Poverty Strategy: recommendations from our Human Rights Report on poverty and social exclusion.
· Housing: we will advocate for accessibility, and adapted housing, to be included in the follow initiatives, including the use of the European Regional and Development Fund (ERDF), also linked to our recent success on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive.
· New Commissioner for Housing
· Action Plan on affordable housing 
· Investments for affordable and energy efficient housing (not accessible)
· Reform of State Aid rules to support affordable and energy-efficient housing
· Social Climate Fund: EDF’s work on Climate Action, and Just Transition.
· Enlarge the community of European Bauhaus: continue promoting accessibility in the built environment.
· Strengthen cohesion policy: key for EDF and its members.
· Commissioner for intergenerational fairness: key for older people.
· Strengthen Erasmus+: inclusion of youth with disabilities.
· All Commissioners to organise in 100 days a Youth Policy Dialogue: we will advocate for young persons with disabilities to be in these dialogues.
· President’s Youth Advisory Board: we will advocate for young persons with disabilities to be member(s) of this Advisory Board to President Von der Leyen.
· Wide inquiry on the impact of social media on mental health and wellbeing – and taking action on the addictive design of these online services: accessibility, easy to understand flagging and redress mechanism, mental health.
· Action plan against cyberbullying: accessibility, easy to understand, mental health.
· In addition to a post-2025 Gender Equality Strategy, a Gender Equality Roadmap which will be presented on Women’s day: woman and girls with disabilities.
· New Commissioner for the Mediterranean – an new Pact for the Mediterranean: potential link with the Union for the Mediterranean.
· New Strategy for the Middle East: EDF work regarding Gaza.
· Taking the Global Gateway to the next level  “by proposing an integrated offer to our partners – with infrastructure investment, trade, macro-economic support part of the package.”: EDF is involved in this Global Gateway, international cooperation.
· [bookmark: _Hlk174720142][bookmark: _Hlk174456416]European Democracy Shield: political rights of persons with disabilities.
· EU budget policy-based – not programmed-based: key for EDF and our members.
· Revision of the Framework Agreement between Parliament and Commission: relevant to all legislative work.
· Von der Leyen supports the European Parliament’s right to issue legislative initiatives: this could be very interesting for EDF and all civil society organisations, but it would require green light from Council.
· Von der Leyen supports changing the EU Treaty: again, this will need the approval from Member States (not very likely), but it is important to us as it can tackle the issues we face with the Council (e.g. unanimity, lack of transparency, etc.).

