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DOC-EXEC-24-09-07
Youth participation in EDF
                       Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item

The purpose of this item will update the Executive Committee on recent changes that have taken place in the functioning of the EDF Youth Committee to improve its effectiveness. We will also explain some proposals for ways to better integrate the work of this committee into the general functioning of EDF and improve our participation within the youth movement in general.
Questions for the Executive Committee 

· Do you agree to having an observer from the Youth Committee joining future Executive Committee meetings?

· Do you agree that EDF joins the European Youth Forum as an associate member and is represented there by a member of the Youth Committee?

· Do you have expectations for the participation of the Youth Committee as observers to the Executive Committee meetings, Board meetings and the General Assembly? Are there any types of contribution to our work and discussions that you hope will result from their participation? 

Recent changes in the Youth Committee 

· Lydia Vlagsma and Jonathan Elebjörk Wahlström have taken over as Co-chairs of the Committee. This allows them to share the responsibilities and tasks and makes it more possible to ensure participation of the Chair at meetings
· Communication within the Committee has been improved through the creation of a WhatsApp Community with 3 different chats:
· Chat directly between Co-Chairs and secretariat staff supporting the Committee (Loredana and Haydn and Natalia and Andre from Communication team)
· Discussion Group - the Youth Committee members and observers can discuss points brought by themselves or the secretariat for policy or events.
· Announcements from the Committee and secretariat to all Youth Committee members and observers. 
· informal chat only for members of the Youth Committee
· Loredana is now joined by Haydn in overseeing the work of the Youth Committee within the EDF Secretariat. This is to ensure that the youth policy work is integrated in EDFs overall policy work.
· The Youth Committee is currently reviewing what its policy priorities will be when the European Parliament and European Commission’s new mandate begins. These are likely to include, although not exclusively:

· Advocacy on the new EU Quality Traineeship Directive
· Input to EDF’s position on the funding regulations for the next Multiannual Financial framework (particularly the European Social Funds, Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps)

· Devising proposals for new flagship initiatives and actions in the second half of the EU Strategy on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Proposals to better integrate the youth perspective into EDF’s work 

· Invite an observer from the Youth Committee to join the Executive Committee meetings

· Organising the Youth Committee Meeting one day before the General Assembly – this enabled youth participants to be part of the Board exchange, and to actively be part of the conference (as speakers and moderators). This would be done very proactively ensuring moments of involvement and exchange between AGA/Board/Executive delegates and the youth committee
· A Terms of Reference and Code of Conduct will be signed by the members of the Youth Committee, as it is the case for the Women’s Committee. Some Committee members are awaiting a translation of these into easy-to-read format before they sign. This should be ready by the end of the summer.
· A couple of years ago the European Youth Forum created a membership category to include organisations such as EDF to complete their Inclusion and Diversity Strategy. During the last meeting with EDF they reiterated this option that would always include young people with disabilities in their governing bodies. A representative of the Youth Committee would join all their governing bodies and the European Youth Forum will cover the costs of the participant and their personal assistant. EDF would also have access to big youth events such as the European Youth Event Democracy festivals, and the Youth Academy.

· The membership is around 600€ annually.

· The application procedure takes approximately 1 year.

· The Application is examined by the Youth Forum Membership Committee. They make a recommendation to the Board which approves or not and finally the General assembly votes for accepting or not the new member.

· They need the following documents:

· Statutes/Constitution, or any other legal document governing how the organisation functions;

· Rules of Procedure/Standing Orders/By-laws or any other document governing how the organisation functions;

· A written statement of acceptance of the statutes and aims of the European Youth Forum;

· A proof/certificate of legal existence;

· A copy of the accounts for the last financial year;

· A draft budget of the current financial year;

· A list of Bureau/Board members with their positions, age, and background organisations;

· A list of staff members with their positions and age (if applicable);

· A summary of the current work plan (maximum two A4 pages);

· A full up-to-date list of member organisations, with their membership status. For each member organisation applicants must provide:

· The translation of the member's name as well as their name in the national language;

· (INGYO & ASSOCIATE) Indicate the country from which they come;

· (NYC)The number of individual members under 35 years of age, plus their percentage of the total membership (estimate can be provided if full figures are unavailable);

· (INGYO & ASSOCIATE) Specify the number of individual members under 35 years of age, plus their percentage of the total membership. If you do not have national structures, please state the number of individual members in each European country (estimate can be provided if full figures are unavailable);

· (NYC & INGYO) Whether the member is from any or more than one international non governmental youth organisation.

· (INGYO) Indicate whether the member organisation is a member of the national youth council in that country;

· A list of structure or body in the organisation run by young people, with their positions, age, and background organisations;
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