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DOC-BOARD-24-11-03
Campaign to re-establish the European Parliament Disability Intergroup
                         Document for information and discussion 
Purpose of this item
The purpose of this document is to give an update on the campaign to re-establish the European Parliament (EP) Disability Intergroup.
Questions for the Board 
· Do you have any further suggestions EDF could take to promote the re-establishment of the Disability Intergroup?

· Among the MEPs you have been in contact with, is there any of them who you think EDF should approach specifically?

· Once the Disability Intergroup is re-established, what would you like to see in their work or functioning that could better your support at European or national level?

Introduction 

According to the EP rules, EP Intergroups need to be re-established for each Parliamentary mandate. For the current mandate, there will be 27 intergroups.

To be re-established, an Intergroup needs the support of at least 3 political groups. Depending on the number of MEPs, each political group receives a number of “signatures”. For example, EPP group has 22 signatures, S&D 16, PfE 9, Greens 6… Thus, the establishment of an Intergroup is a negotiation among the political groups. 
Why do we then need to gather Disability Intergroup forms signed by MEPs? To send these sign forms to the “champion” MEPs in each political group. To also send them to the political groups leaders who will be negotiating the intergroups (so to show the support among their colleagues). To keep an internal database of members and supporters. And to show to the EP administration the list of members once the Disability Intergroup is re-established.
Timeframe
· By 24 October, MEPs had to inform their political groups about their priorities for intergroups.

· By end of November, political groups will have to decide on their list of priorities, and negotiations among them will start.

· The Intergroups will be confirmed on December 19th by the EP Conference of Presidents.
EDF campaign to re-establish the Disability Intergroup:
· June: we published the form to support and join the Disability Intergroup. EDF members are helping to disseminate this form among MEPs.

· June-October: we met with key MEPs, the ones we foresee as “champions” in each political group.
· September: we promoted the Disability Intergroup in the Welcome Toolkits we prepared for the MEPs.
· September-October: we reached out to former members of the Disability Intergroup, signatories of our pledge, and in any interaction we had with MEPs.
· October: we launched three videos:

· Advancing Disability Rights: A Call to Re-establish the Disability Intergroup
· 40 Years of Advocacy: The Impact and Future of the EP Disability Intergroup
· Cooperation and Growth: Former MEPs Share Their Disability Intergroup Journey
· October: we sent a message to all MEPs. We promoted the videos as well as the achievements of the previous Disability Intergroup..
· November (to be confirmed): we may organise a meeting with the “champions” from each political group to align and coordinate actions. 

· End of November: we will gather all signed forms and will send them to the “champions” of each political group, as well as to the chairs of the EP political group to show the support of their colleagues to the re-establishment of the Disability Intergroup.

· December: the Disability Intergroup is re-established.

· January 29th (to be confirmed): first meeting of the Disability Intergroup bureau with EDF Executive committee and New Years Reception in the European Parliament.
Disability Intergroup champions
From the previous Disability Intergroup bureau, the following MEPs have been re-elected: Katrin Langensiepen (Greens, Germany, who was chair), Brando Benifei (S&D, Italy, who was vice-chair), Marianne Vind (S&D, Denmark, vice chair), Tilly Metz (Greens, Luxembourg, vice-chair), Rosa Estarás (EPP, Spain, vice-chair), Giorgos Georgiou (GUE, Cyprus, vice-chair).

Other potential and very active MEPs are Miriam Lexmann (EPP, Slovakia), Alex Agius Saliba (S&D, Malta), Abir Al-Sahlani (Renew, Sweden), Marc Angel (S&D, Luxembourg), and the MEP with disabilities Pál Szekeres (Patriots for Europe, Hungary). 
Members and supporters of the Disability Intergroup by country
Some MEPs support the re-establishment of the Disability Intergroup but they do not wish to join as members. 
MEPs who want to support and join the Disability Intergroup:
51 MEPs from 22 countries
	Country
	First name
	Last name
	Political Group

	Austria
	Lukas
	Mandl
	EPP

	Austria
	Harald
	Vilimsky
	PfE

	Belgium
	Assita
	Kanko
	ECR

	Croatia
	Romana
	Jerković
	S&D

	Czechia
	Ondřej 
	Dostál
	Non-attached

	Czechia
	Kateřina
	Konečná
	Non-attached

	Czechia
	Tomáš
	Zdechovský
	EPP

	Denmark
	Marianne
	Vind
	S&D

	Estonia
	Marina
	Kaljurand
	S&D

	Estonia
	Jaak
	Madison
	ECR

	Estonia
	Jana
	Toom
	Renew

	Finland
	Merja
	Kyllönen 
	GUE/NGL

	Finland
	Ville
	Niinistö
	Greens/EFA

	France
	Marie
	Toussaint
	Greens/EFA

	France
	Marie
	Dauchy
	Pfe

	Germany
	Katrin
	Langensiepen
	Greens/EFA

	Greece
	Nikolaos
	Pappas
	GUE/NGL

	Hungary
	Pál
	Szekeres
	PfE

	Ireland
	Barry
	Andrews
	Renew

	Ireland
	Nina
	Carberry
	EPP

	Ireland
	Regina
	Doherty
	EPP

	Ireland
	Luke Ming
	Flanagan
	Non-attached

	Ireland
	Kathleen
	Funchion
	GUE/NGL

	Ireland
	Sean
	Kelly
	EPP

	Ireland
	Aodhán
	Ó Ríordáin
	S&D

	Ireland
	Maria
	Walsh
	EPP

	Ireland
	Maria
	Walsh
	EPP

	Italy
	Brando
	Benifei
	S&D

	Italy
	Salvatore
	De Meo
	EPP

	Italy
	Chiara
	Gemma
	ECR

	Italy
	Marco
	Tarquinio
	S&D

	Lithuania
	Petras
	Auštrevičius
	Renew

	Luxembourg
	Marc
	Angel
	S&D

	Luxembourg
	Tilly
	Metz
	Greens/EFA

	Malta
	Alex
	Agius Saliba
	S&D

	Netherlands
	Raquel García 
	Hermida-van der Walle
	Renew

	Netherlands
	Reinier
	van Lanschot
	Greens/EFA

	Poland
	Jagna
	Marczulajtis-Walczak
	EPP

	Romania
	Nicolae
	Stefänutä
	Greens/EFA

	Slovakia
	Miriam
	Lexmann
	EPP

	Slovakia
	Veronika
	Cifrová Ostrihoňová
	Renew

	Spain
	Rosa
	Estaràs Ferragut
	EPP

	Spain
	Alícia
	Homs Ginel
	S&D

	Spain
	Francisco
	Millán Mon
	EPP

	Spain
	Adrián
	Vázquez Lázara
	EPP

	Spain
	Pablo
	Arias Echeverría
	EPP

	Spain
	Laura
	Ballarín Cereza
	S&D

	Spain
	Idoia
	Mendia
	S&D

	Sweden
	Abir
	Al-Sahlani
	Renew

	Sweden
	Hanna
	Gedin
	GUE/NGL


MEPs supporting the re-establishment of the Disability Intergroup:

	Country
	First name
	Last name
	Political Group

	Austria
	Elisabeth
	Grossman
	S&D

	Austria
	Thomas
	Waitz
	Greens/EFA

	Czechia
	Ondřej 
	Kovařík
	PfE

	Estonia
	Urmas
	Paet
	Renew

	France
	Aurore
	Lalucq
	S&D

	Hungary
	Klára
	Dobrev
	S&D

	Italy
	Benedetta
	Scuderi
	Greens/EFA

	Luxembourg
	Fernand
	Kartheiser
	ECR

	Spain
	Dolors
	Montserrat
	EPP

	Spain
	Esteban
	Gonzales Pons
	EPP

	Spain
	Gabriel
	Mato
	EPP

	Spain
	Oihane
	Agirregoitia Martínez

	Spain
	Pilar
	Del Castillo Vera
	EPP

	Spain
	Elena
	Nevado Del Campo
	EPP
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