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DOC-BOARD-24-11-07
Peer exchange: Victims’ rights
Document for information
Purpose of this item
This document gives background information regarding victims’ rights to set the discussion during the peer exchange. 
Questions for the Board 
· Does your organisation work on the rights of victims with disabilities? What are the main gaps and challenges faced in your country? 

· Are you aware of good practices to protect the rights of victims with disabilities, including those living segregated settings such as residential institutions? 

· Do you work with victims’ rights and support organisation? 

· What activities do you suggest EDF to undertake to better support members on this area of work? 

Introduction 

Persons with disabilities who become victims of crime face many barriers to exercise their rights, from finding accessible information about their rights, reporting the crime, accessing support services on an equal basis with other, to accessing justice, protection and compensation. 
The CRPD Committee often recommends to States to improve the rights and support provided to victims with disabilities, and overall to guarantee access to justice. 
EU framework on victims’ rights 

The EU created a framework to protect the rights of victims of crimes across Europe. 
EU laws on victims’ rights

The Victims’ Rights Directive establishes minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime and ensures that persons who have fallen victim to crime, including persons with disabilities, are recognised and treated with respect. They must also receive proper protection, support and access to justice.

For certain groups of victims, the EU adopted specific rules. These rules build on the Victims’ Rights Directive but respond more directly to the specific needs of some victims. The EU legislation exists to provide protection and support for:

· victims of human trafficking,
· child victims of sexual exploitation and child pornography
· victims of terrorism
· victims of violence against women and domestic violence 
The EU is currently revising the Victims’ Rights Directive, including with a proposal to improve accessibility and accommodation for victims with disabilities. This was an issue of the implementation of the directive by Member States. 

EU Strategy for victims’ rights 2020-2025
In 2020, the European Commission published a EU Strategy for victims’ rights for the next five years (2020-2025).

The strategy sets actions focusing on two objectives:

· Empower victims to report crime, claim compensation and ultimately recover from consequences of crime

· Work together with all relevant actors for victims’ rights

The Strategy recognises that persons with disabilities are often victims of hate crimes and that their access to justice may be more difficult, especially if they are deprived of legal capacity. It also includes the obligation of the strategy to comply with the CRPD, to which both the EU and all its members states have signed up.
It is not clear if the European Commission will adopt a new strategy after 2025. 

Victims’ Rights Platform 

The Victims’ Rights Platform was established by the European Commission in September 2020. The Platform ensures a more horizontal approach to victims’ rights. It brings together for the first time all EU level actors relevant for victims’ rights.

Currently, the Victims’ Rights Platform is composed of 34 members that include representatives of EU level networks, agencies, bodies and civil society organisations relevant for the implementation of the EU Strategy on victims’ rights. EDF is a member of the Platform.
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