[image: image1.jpg]Avenue des Arts 7-8 Tel+3223290059 info@edf-feph.org
B1210 Brussels - Belgium Fax+322329 0059 www.edf-feph.org



[image: image2.png]EUROPEAN
DISABILITY

FORUM




[image: image3.jpg]Funded by
the European Union





[image: image4.png]- N Fundacién
C?RM] @ ONCE,,





   
DOC-BOARD-24-11-08
Health and Rehabilitation
Document for discussion
Purpose of this item
EDF Board Member Giampiero Griffo initiated preliminary discussion and work on the topic of rehabilitation with the European Union of Medical Specialists’ Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine Section to advance policy and practice for persons with disabilities. In advance of any external collaboration, EDF aims to develop its own policy position paper on the topic to foster clarity and continuity in our work.  
The objective of this item is to discuss rehabilitation for persons with disabilities, the main barriers at national level and what could be done at the EU level by EDF. The discussion will contribute to the development of the draft ‘EDF Position Paper on Health and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities’ attached as an Annex. 
Questions for the Board 
· What are the barriers to rehabilitation for persons with disabilities in your country? What are your main actions nationally on this?
· What action(s) do you think EDF should take at the EU level, to help improve access to and quality of services for persons with disabilities?

· Have you been active on implementing the referenced WHO initiatives (e.g., Rehabilitation 2030, Framework for the highest attainable standard of health)? Would you be interested in collaborating with the WHO to this end in your national context?
· Do you have any feedback or input on the draft position paper?
Background of the draft position paper
Article 26 of the CRPD emphasises the importance of habilitation and rehabilitation for persons with disabilities. It guarantees access to services for persons with disabilities to achieve and sustain maximum independence and their full potential in physical, mental, social, and vocational aspects, ensuring their full participation in society. Article 26 stresses the need for multidisciplinary services across sectors such as health, employment, and education that are:

· provided at the earliest possible stage and on a voluntary basis

· founded on a comprehensive evaluation of an individual's needs and strengths 

· available to persons with disabilities as near as possible to their own communities and through peer support

The article also obliges States Parties to promote the creation of training programs for professionals and staff involved in habilitation and rehabilitation services alongside the promotion of availability, awareness, and utilisation of assistive devices and technologies, designed for persons with disabilities. Several other articles make explicit and implicit reference to rehabilitation services to promote fundamental rights. 
The work related to rehabilitation at the EU level remains very limited. According to the latest review of EU law and policy related to disability, there are no specific policies or funding programmes dedicated to the development, implementation and monitoring of rehabilitation services.
At the Member State level, where responsibility lies for organising and delivering health services, persons with and without disabilities face various barriers to access including accessibility of facilities and transport, affordability of services and assistive devices, availability of services, informed consent, lack of qualified rehabilitation workforce and substandard quality of services. However, there is variation among and within Member States regarding these various barriers.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) is a leading actor in the field of rehabilitation and a resource for Members States. They offer technical support to Member States for the development, implementation and monitoring of rehabilitation services specifically. They also offer guidance and support to create disability-inclusive health systems through the European Framework for action to achieve the highest attainable standard of health for persons with disabilities 2022–2030. 
EDF aims to better understand actions and barriers at the Member State level to support a policy position and future work on the topic of rehabilitation. Similarly, EDF would like to understand Member involvement or interest in WHO initiatives. 
We will collect feedback from the Board on the position paper during the Board meeting and in writing, and from the email expert group on health. Afterwards, it will be put for approval by the board. The EDF secretariat, within its capacity, will also monitor opportunities to engage on the topic within the EU framework, including the use of EU funding. 
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