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DOC-BOARD-24-11-12
International Cooperation and Humanitarian Action
                     Document for information and approval
Purpose of this item
This document updates the Board on recent activities in international cooperation and humanitarian action, including the G7 Ministerial Meeting on Inclusion and Disability, Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Climate Change advocacy, and the Ukraine programme. We also seek the Board's approval of the toolkit on the EU Accession process for Organisations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs). These updates reflect EDF's commitment to disability rights at global and regional levels.

Questions for the Board 
· Do you approve the guidance on the EU Accession process for OPDs? (see Annex)
· Do you have any feedback on its implementation?
Introduction 

Group of Seven (G7) Ministerial Meeting on Inclusion and Disability 
Italy hosted the first-ever G7 Ministerial Meeting on Disability and Inclusion in October, focusing on eight priority areas: inclusion in political agendas, accessibility, independent living, work inclusion, technology, sports, dignity of life, and emergency management (climate crises, armed conflicts, humanitarian crises). The G7 launched the Solfagnano Charter which outlines the G7 commitments on these issues.
EDF and its members participated throughout the process, providing feedback on drafts of the Solfagnano Charter. While some of EDF's recommendations were incorporated, others were not. Nonetheless, the Charter represents progress. EDF's delegation attended the Ministerial Meeting and John Patrick Clarke, our Vice-President moderated a panel on Universal Accessibility and Emergency Management. We also met with Commissioner Dalli. Going forward, EDF looks to continue engagement with G7 members, with Canada committed to advancing this agenda as the next G7 Presidency holder. 

Updates about our work in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Climate as well as the Ukraine programme
DRR: EDF is actively involved in preparations for the 2024 Europe and Central Asia Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Montenegro (6th – 8th November). In collaboration with CBM International, EDF is organising a webinar on inclusive Disaster Risk Management, showcasing practical lessons. We are also preparing a Marketplace Booth. Additionally, UN DRR is sponsoring three persons with disabilities from EDF and its members for their participation in the November conference. EDF is also preparing for a high-level session at the 2025 Global Platform for DRR in Geneva. 

Climate: EDF coordinates the Disability Caucus for the UN Climate Change Conference also known as COP29. We will be present at the November event in Azerbaijan. We are working to include disability rights into climate negotiations. EDF is preparing two side events, focusing on inclusive Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the barriers faced by civil society in participating in climate talks. We are working with the Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe, CBM UK, IDA, and Human Rights Watch. We continue to advocate for an Official Disability Constituency within UNFCCC mechanisms. 
Ukraine: The second phase of the CBM-funded Ukraine programme phase 2, supporting persons with disabilities in Ukraine, Poland, and Moldova, will conclude in December 2024, with no cost extensions granted until March 2025. EDF continues to advocate for inclusive recovery and reconstruction efforts in Ukraine, focusing on deinstitutionalisation and monitoring funds.

The Empower Ukraine project has been extended through the end of 2025, reaching over 12,000 beneficiaries, including assistive devices, mental health services, and cash assistance. Advocacy efforts have led to 126 organised actions at national and local levels. More information on work in Ukraine in annex 2. 
Launch of the EU Accession guidance for OPDs

EDF is launching a guidance to support OPDs in advocating for disability rights during EU accession negotiations. The guidance outlines key instruments and practical steps for engagement in the process, following the European Commission’s 2024 Enlargement Package. 
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